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INTRODUCTION

On 29 May 2018, the Commission tabled a proposal for the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation
(ERDF/CF Regulation)!, which is part of the Cohesion Policy legislative package for 2021-
2027. The overarching policy objective of the ERDF/CF Regulation is to strengthen the
economic, social and territorial cohesion of the Union, by reducing disparities between the

various EU regions, in line with Articles 174, 176 and 177 TFEU.

The ERDF/CF Regulation was presented to the Structural Measures Working Party in June

2018 during the Bulgarian Presidency. The detailed examination of the ERDF/CF Regulation

took place under the Austrian and the Romanian Presidencies. The Permanent Representatives

Committee endorsed a (partial) mandate for negotiations with the European Parliament on the

ERDF/CF Regulation on 15 February 20192,
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II.

On 28 May 2020, following the COVID-19 outbreak, and as part of the revised MFF 2021-27
and of the Recovery Package, the Commission proposed various amendments to the Cohesion
policy legislative package 2021-2027, including to the ERDF/CF Regulation®. On 22 July

2020, the Permanent Representatives Committee endorsed a (partial) mandate for negotiations

with the European Parliament as regards the amended Commission proposal for the ERDF/CF
Regulation®*. Furthermore, on 5 October 2020, the partial mandate for negotiations was

updated by the Permanent Representatives Committee to take account of the European

Council Conclusions adopted in the special meeting of the European Council of 17, 18, 19, 20

and 21 July 20203.

STATE OF PLAY OF INTER-INSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS

Trilogues were started under Finland's Presidency and continued under the Croatian
Presidency. During the German Presidency, six technical meetings and four political trilogues

were held during the months of September, October, November and December. The German

Presidency regularly debriefed the Members States at the Structural Measures Working Party
on the state of the negotiations and consulted delegations with regard to a number of
Presidency's drafting proposals aimed at achieving balanced and fair compromises between

the co-legislators.

A provisional political agreement on the enacting terms of the ERDF/CF Regulation was
reached in trilogue on 8 December 2020. While certain recitals are covered by the provisional
political agreement, the remaining recitals and the Annexes were set aside for discussion at a
later date. The results of the work and the progress on the negotiations with the European

Parliament are set out in the Annex to this note.

Remaining technical work on the recitals and on the Annexes is to be finalised as soon as

possible during the Portuguese Presidency.
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8.  In the past months, substantial progress has been made during the inter-institutional

negotiations with the European Parliament. Moreover, the Structural Measures Working Party

has been informed about the results of the work and the progress on the negotiations with the
European Parliament. The Presidency is of the view that, based on the principle that
"nothing is agreed until everything is agreed', a balanced compromise text has emerged

which has been supported by a majority of Member States.

III. CONCLUSION

9.  Inlight of the above, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to take note of the

progress made and acknowledge the results achieved on the negotiations with the European

Parliament on the ERDF-CF Regulation, as set out in the Annex to this note.
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