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Subject: Situation of the Roma people - Council and Commission statements, plenary 

session of the European Parliament, 9 October 2013 
 

On behalf of the Council, Mr LEŠKEVI President-in-office of the Council and Vice Minister 

for European Affairs of Lithuania, delivered the statement set out in Annex I. 

 

On behalf of the Commission, Ms REDING, Vice-President of the European Commission, 

responsible for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, delivered the statement set out in 

Annex II. 

 

On behalf of their respective political groups, at the 

recent increase of anti-  as the 

poor results of social inclusion programmes during the past 20 years. She considered that,  

Roma migration , Western Europe democracies 

had proved to be no better than those they had been crit

causing tension to evictions and often expulsions. She called for a strong strategy to tackle the 

marginalisation of the Roma community  the root of social tension and 

economic migration. Ms JÁRÓKA also stressed the need for a cultural shift among the Roma – 

from a cluster of closed, defensive and disparate communities to an open, self- d integrated 

European minority. 
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 emphasized that the European Roma integration strategy could produce 

results only if a clear political commitment to combat discrimination. She evoked the 

situation in Hungary and the Roma 

, as had been revealed recently.  

 

On behalf of ALDE, Ms GÖNCZ  

strongly criticised the practice of the ish police to record Roma people and considered that this 

 and constituted a major legal 

scandal. Ms WIKSTRÖM called on the Commission to carefully the results of the ongoing 

investigation. She also mentioned the expulsions of Roma from France and Italy and the attacks 

against Roma in Hungary as examples of systematic violations of the Charter of Fundamental 

Rights. 

 

 

comprehensive, and that there had been examples of successful integration, and criticised 

inappropriate statements from senior political figures. She called on the Commission 

commitment on possible infringement procedures.  

 

-European migration of Roma 

communities created serious challenges in the 

-term benefit of the migrant Roma 

of  receiving them, and asked the Commission to 

be active in this area and to address also the concerns of the non-Roma population.  

 

expressed his indignation that a 

as criminals, discriminated, recorded, deported and displaced. He said tha

had he police had registered nearly 5000 people, including 1000 

children, d never committed a crime, but only because they . He dre

attention t expressed concern at the 

d in , and shared 

v tates to stop discrimination against Roma. 
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xperience of visit of a Roma camp in Bulgaria and said that 

1 January next year, and   He said that 

there  d 

such as pickpockets and prostitutes, that this  already happening in other European countries 

ould be a backlash, and 

 ould not and cannot do anything about it because of the 

considered that t to help Roma people  not to export them round 

Europe and that it  take the necessary measures for their 

integration.  

 

ed the approach of left-  MEPs and especially the French 

made reference to 

deportations and called for more attention to be given to this issue in future.  

 

Individual speakers made interventions in the same spirit as those of their political groups. Several 

MEPs from countries facing difficulties on Roma integration took the floor - 

Ms 

 Differing interpretations given in relation to the current situation concerning 

. 

 

In her closing remarks, Ms REDING stressed that Roma  

as such, they had the same rights and the same obligations as other citizens. She considered that, in 

order to help Roma to solve their problems, politicians throughout the E , be they European, 

national or regional, had the same obligation to give a helping hand as they had 

citizens.  

 

Responding  at European, national and 

regional level in order to insure that all funds dedicated to programmes for Roma people reached 

their target. She stressed the important role of mayors in this respect and the need for them to be 

helped in the integration of Roma people. She also considered that more emphasis in 

dedicating money from the social funds to poverty and integration. Referring to the meeting of the 

Justice and Home Affairs Council the previous day, Ms REDING said that  
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movement and non-discrimination directives had been on the table and that she asked everybody 

European citizens. Ms REDING called for an end to 

another ethnic background and stressed that, concerning free movement, this  not utilised 

enough by citizens. She considered that t ould not be an influx of Roma on 1 January 2014.  

She expressed her shame at some of the remarks made during the course of the debate. 

 

 closed the discussion by stressing once again that all ethnic groups, including 

the Roma,  -Discrimination Directive that prohibits discrimination on 

the grounds of racial or ethnic origin in a number of areas, including conditions for access inter alia 

to employment, training, social protection and education. He recalled that the directive also 

included ed Member States to adopt specific measures to prevent 

or compensate for disadvantages linked to racial or ethnic origin. Mr recalled the 

to continuing the cooperation  Commission and the Parliament in this 

important area. 

 

 

___________________ 
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ANNEX I 

Check against delivery 

 

Statement of Mr Vytautas LEŠKE , 
on behalf of the Council 

 
9 October 2013 

 

President, Honourable Members,  
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to address this important issue. The situation of the Roma people is 
a human crisis. Milli

the poorest regions of Europe. They are the poorest of the poor - otten. The Council 

ethnic minority. 
 
The promotion of Roma integration is primarily a matter of social justice. It is not acceptable that 
any ethnic group be s -first century. Our inability to protect and 

 
 

ty 
 

 
-fulfilment, a child raised in deep poverty has 

essentials such as decent h
securing employment. 
 

recover through long-  

issues.  
 
The Council has already expressed its concern at the continuing social problems of the Roma 
communities, focusing on the four key aspects of education, employment, healthcare and housing. 

the  
strategy on Roma   up by Lívia Járóka,  made a significant contribution to the 
European   in this area. 
 
The Council specifically called on Member States to pursue objectives in the four areas I have just 

general population.  
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President, Honourable Members 
 
Improving the situation of Roma is a vital long-

ons have a vital part to play. The Commission has a particular role 

the Member States. The policies for ensuring the social inclusion of the Roma have to be addressed 
primarily at the national level. It is also crucial that Roma representatives, NGOs and local 
authorities are all involved in the development of these policies. 
 
Like the Parliament and the Commission, the Council has returned to the issue of Roma integration 

The Presidency hopes to see the Recommendation adopted in December. I am convinced that this 
 

 
I thank you for your attention 
 
 

___________ 
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ANNEX II 

Check against delivery 
 

Statement of Ms Viviane REDING, Vice-President of the European Commission, responsible 
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship 

on behalf of the Commission 
 
 

Mr President, Honourable Members,  
 

The situation of the Roma people in our continent often leads to emotional and polarising debates. It 

he Roma themselves: 
each and every citizen. 
 

 

prohibiting any discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin. 
 
The European Commission is also committed to stopping social and economic exclusion of the 

 measures 
that are defined at national level, in relation to the dimension and challenge they face, and 

en targeted communities are involved 
in the process. 
 

Roma inclusion. We have defined three major difficulties. 
 

this respect. We finally see synergies among Member States. Similar synergies are taking place 
national organisations in 

 
 

-makers. We have managed to put the Roma 

Parl
adopted national Roma integration strategies. Our aim is to keep exercising political pressure and 

guidance to Member States in that 
domain. 
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The third difficulty is the difficulty faced by stakeholders in mobilising the financial means to 
implement their plans and the commitments made at European and national levels. At national level 

sion represents for 

programming period 2014-2020. In particular, the Commission has set the convincing 
implementation of the national Roma integration strategies as one of the conditionalities for the 

to facilitate  
 

implementation of the national Roma integration strategies by the national authorities. This 

left alone for too long. 
 
The European Commission also recommends facilitating transnational cooperation at regional and 

 
 

the European Parliament and to the Council on the 
impact of the national strategies for access to education, healthcare, employment and housing. 

 
 
 

_____________________ 
 




