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NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
Subject: Protection of the geographical indications during the International trade 

negotiations of the Union 
- Requested by the Greek delegation 

  

With a view to the meeting of the Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 17 May 2016, delegations 

will find in Annex a document provided by the Greek delegation, followed by a courtesy translation 

in English, on the above-mentioned subject.  
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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

SUBJECT: «Protection of the geographical indications during the international trade 

negotiations of the Union» 

In a more and more globalized market, Geographical Indications are the means of protection at 

international level of what is unique and valuable at the local and regional level. The acquisition of 

a Geographical Indication is often a long difficult and consistent process. 

Protection of Geographical Indications can create value for local communities through products 

that origin in tradition, culture and geography by supporting rural development and new job 

opportunities regarding production, processing and other relevant activities. 

Such an example is the PDO Feta cheese which is very popular with consumers both in the 

international and internal market. The product in question, after many years of efforts, has been 

registered as Protected Designation of Origin and its specific standards require to be produced 

under a certain traditional way within a clearly defined production area. 

PDO (Protected Designatiom of Origin) Feta cheese, is not only an emblematic Geographical 

Indication but also is the main pillar of the Greek livestock, which is a key sector for the growth, 

employment and SMEs. Additionally, according to our development planning of the agricultural 

sector, special emphasis has been given to livestock, particularly to sheep and goat sector, which is 

promptly linked historically and culturally with the greek way of life. 

Nowadays, thousands of farmers and a considerable number of cheese producers are occupied in 

the production of PDO Feta cheese. But the most important, is the product dynamics, which, based 

on the worldwide demand, it is estimated to be multiple of the current production and it could be in 

the years to come a pillar of development of the livestock and the respective agri-food industry. 
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In order to achieve this, PDO Feta cheese, should be substantially protected from unfair 

competition. It is known that the PDO Feta cheese has systematically undergone misuse and 

usurpation by third countries’ companies, trading several types of white cheese as 'FETA cheese' 

which have nothing to do with the authentic PDO Feta cheese regarding the raw materials, the 

production process, the conditions in the defined production area, the production costs and the 

consumers’ price. 

We are aware that the Commission, negotiating for the EU, international agreements, is trying to 

achieve the best result for the EU and Member States. The finalization of an important agreement 

with a strategic partner is always a challenge and a difficult task which requires flexibility and 

compromise from both sides. 

However, the protection of Geographical Indications, as explicitly stated in Article 13 of 

the registered name. Otherwise, if the abovementioned cases do not exist, it is clear that neither the 

protection is of a big importance nor the negotiation presents particular difficulty. Moreover  the 

concessions between the EU and its strategic partners cannot and must not be at the expense of 

the European agriculture, which is a cornerstone of its regional development. 

Unfortunately, examples of such concessions are included in the negotiations’ results with 

Canada (CETA), the South African Communities and Singapore, where the "protection" of the 

most important for our geographical indications could be considered with no substantive content , 

which is not acceptable from our side. 

Greece considers very important that negotiations outcomes concerning agriculture, should be 

discussed before their conclusion at the Agrifish Council, so as the Member States, have the 

opportunity to express their views and properly decide for the future of these negotiations through 

the appropriate Council synthesis. With the aim at achieving a balanced and proportional 

approach of the bilateral and/or multilateral trade and economic agreements of any kind, 

agriculture including the EU Geographical Indications, should cease to be offered as a "gift" to our 

trade partners for the benefit of other sectors of EU economy.  
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The agreements with South Africa and Canada which are about to be signed, controvert legally and 

morally existence of PDO Feta cheese rights, since the product uniqueness lies in specific 

geographical features (flora, animal breed, etc.) and techniques. The signing of the agreement by 

the Greek side requires essential protection of the abovementioned product. In the draft 

agreements, as they stand, the PDO Feta cheese is not sufficiently protected and this is a problem 

not only for the N. Africa market and Canada, but also for the markets of other Third Countries 

with which the E.Commission has already concluded negotiations, negotiate or going to so in the 

future. 
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