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ANNEX 

 
I.  OPERATIONAL CONCLUSIONS 

 

ASEAN 

 

1. The Presidency will, in a strictly informal manner, indicate to Brunei, as chairman of the ASEAN 
Standing Committee, that: 
 
(i) The EU is looking at the possibility of holding the 14th EU-ASEAN Ministerial meeting (AEMM) 
in Brussels in early 2003, and will seek to ensure maximum EU ministerial attendance; 
 
(ii) The Union looks forward to begin preparing the AEMM at the PMC "10 plus 1" meeting between 
the EU Ministerial Troika and ASEAN in Brunei on 1 August; 
 
(iii) The EU is open to holding an EU-ASEAN SOM, probably in Europe and in the second half of 
2002, and would be interested in ASEAN views on this idea. 
 
2. The Presidency, together with the Secretariat and Commission, will prepare some possible 
elements for the agenda of the AEMM. 
 
3. The Presidency will seek opportunities for ad hoc contacts with ASEAN members, including in 
the margins of the ARF SOM (16-17 May), so as to prepare for the AEMM. 
 
EAST TIMOR 
 
4. The Group endorsed the conclusions of the report of the Commission's Exploratory Mission to 
consider possible electoral assistance to the presidential elections. 
 
CAMBODIA 
 
5. The Presidency will circulate a draft statement by it on behalf of the EU regarding the commune 
elections. 
 
MALAYSIA 
 
6. The Presidency will send and then circulate to partners the common reply to the letter from PM 
Mahathir. 
 
 
THAILAND 
 
7. The Group welcomed the proposed Troika demarche on false administrative documents, which 
would also be considered by the Consular Affairs working group (COCON). 
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KOREAN PENINSULA 
 
8. The Presidency and the Commission will prepare a paper on the situation in the Korean Peninsula 
in the light of an ad hoc visit to Seoul that they will make in mid February. 
 
 
II.   OTHER POINTS 
 
INDIA-PAKISTAN 
 
1. On the basis of the Presidency's oral assessment and on delegations information concerning 
their recent high level contacts with both sides, the Group discussed the state of play in India-
Pakistan relations.  The Group agreed that the present level of tension had peaked, but that the 
inherent risks remained worrying.  Given India's continued firm rejection of outside involvement 
and the US' reluctance to engage in a more proactive approach to the problem, the Group agreed to 
maintain the EU's present "baby-sitting" approach, to react politically when required (i.a. AGNI 
declaration) and to continue to urge both sides for restraint, rhetoric and military de-escalation and a 
resumption of CBMs and a constructive dialogue, including on Kashmir. In their forthcoming 
contacts, the Troika and other delegations will particularly impress : 
 on Pakistan the need to follow through the commitments made in Pres. Musharraf's speech and 

to implement fully the announced measures to curb terrorism and cross-border violence ; 
 on India the need to provide a clear signal that India will not shift goal-post and will respond 

favourably if Pakistan 'delivers' on the substance. 
 
2. The Group also agreed to the Commission's suggestions concerning the handling of the 
"Democracy/Human Rights" issue at the forthcoming FM-Troika with India. 
 
BANGLADESH 
 
3. The Group discussed the post-electoral violence against minorities in Bangladesh, welcomed 
the HoMs report on the issue and agreed to the HoMs recommendations, namely that no immediate 
EU action was required, but that HoMs should continue to monitor closely the evolution of the 
situation on the ground and submit, as appropriate and necessary, suggestions for possible EU 
action at a later stage.  
 
AFGHANISTAN 
 
4. On the basis of the Presidency's oral debriefing and assessment, the Group discussed the 
results of the Tokyo Donors Conference on reconstruction and the way ahead. Delegations agreed 
on the need to look closer into some of the AIA's demands, in particular the draft budget for 2002 
and the immediate payment of salaries for a large number of civil servants and security forces, and 
to tackle the other issues that were not fully solved in Tokyo, i.e. the mechanism for donor co-
ordination and the design of the Trust Fund. The Group noted a working document of the 
Commission services, which will serve as a basis for the initial experts' discussion which the 
Commission will organise on 14 February. The results of this meeting will be fed in the telephone 
conference of the Steering Group on 15 February.  
 
5. The Presidency announced the holding of a special Working Group on 8 March, which will 
bring together Asia-, Development- and Financial directors in order to determine a coherent EU 
position on all outstanding issues and to agree on options to raise the EU's political profile and 
visibility in the reconstruction process. 
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6. The Commission informed the Group on use of the Community reconstruction aid for 2002 
and invited delegations to provide similar information concerning their national assistance at the 
meeting on 14 February in order to better co-ordinate the two tracks. 
 
7. Delegations stressed the urgency for Karzaï to tackle problems in the AIA, in particular the 
'ethnic recruiting' in parts of the administration and the monetary questions, and the need for the 
UNDP to finalise the announced "code of conduct". 
 
EU/ASEAN 
 
8. The Group had an extensive discussion on prospects for and preparation of the AEMM as 
well as the pros and cons of new bilateral and/or multilateral agreements with ASEAN and its 
members. The Presidency suggested that it would work further on this area with the Commission. 
 
9. The UK briefed on preparations for the EU-ASEAN maritime security conference. Responses 
to invitations had, so far, been better from the EU than ASEAN but the UK appealed to those 
Member States who had not yet done so to reply and for those who had offered to send just one 
person, to send more. 
 
EAST TIMOR 
 
10. Portugal suggested that it was important that the head of the Commission office in Dili as well as 
EU observers to the presidential elections be able to speak Portuguese, given that it was one of East 
Timor's official languages. 
 
BURMA/MYANMAR 
 
11. The Presidency noted that, while the dates for the Troika mission had been confirmed, it still 
awaited an assurance that the mission could meet Aung San Suu Kyi. If and when such an assurance 
was provided, it would circulate terms of reference for the mission. The Troika would try to speak to 
UNSG SE Razali before it visited Burma. 
 
ASEM 
 
12. The Chairman noted that the atmosphere at the above SOM had been very good and had led to 
constructive discussions and considerable progress in preparing the various ASEM meetings, SOMs, 
FMMs, and Summit later this year.  The details were set out in the report by the Secretariat.  The 
Commission also briefed on the results of the Coordinators. 
 
13. The Chairman drew attention to the fact that the Asians could now accept that the final 
Statements on ASEM meetings need not be negotiated but should be finalized by the Chairman on his 
own responsability after some reasonable clearing with the participants.  As regards NGOs, a practical 
solution had been agreed to stick to the procedure adopted by the Korean Presidency, Seoul, at ASEM 
3 whereby it was left open to any delegation who so wished to attend a meeting organized by the 
Presidency with NGOs.  As regards enlargement of ASEM, both Europe and Asia recognized the 
need that any enlargement should be preceded by consolidation and also that the most immediate 
aspect, the question of the three ASEAN applicant countries should be resolved.  The Asian side 
appeared willing to accept that the discussions on substance should take place at ASEM 5 in Hanoi in 
2004.  However, the next Asian SOM would have to confirm all these conclusions.   
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The Chairman also briefed on discussions on the possible items for discussion at the SOM in 
Lanzarote, the FMM in Madrid and at the Summit in Copenhagen.  As regards the Summit, it was 
desirable that the indicative list of items should be rather few and of a general nature. 
 
14. The Presidency distributed the agenda and programme of the Lanzarote Ministerial Meeting on 
Migration and the agendas of  the FA ASEM SOM and the ASEM FMM IV, Madrid, June 2002 . 
 
15. In response to some comments, the Presidency agreed that it was preferable that a meeting of 
ASEM Coordinators rather than a SOM meeting should take place at the end of July in Brunei. 
 
Other ASEM items 
 
16. The Commission drew attention to the problems of the AETTC and the need for the EU to come 
to a clear position on how to react to the report of the PPGG.  As decision on the future of the AETTC 
would have to be made in the coming months. 
 
EU/CHINA 
 
17. The Presidency informed the group that discussion continued with the Chinese MFA on the 
exchange of letters formalising the strengthened political dialogue agreed at the EU-China Summit in 
September. The Chinese objected to the word "including" in the language on the human rights 
dialogue (suggesting that human rights could be discussed in various meetings within the political 
dialogue). The issue rested with Li Baodong (DG, International Organisations). The Presidency 
suspected that it might have to go higher. 
 
18. Some delegations also expressed serious concern at the proposal, emanating from HOMs in New 
York, to write to other UN Member States urging them to vote in favour of the accreditation of the 
International Campaign for Tibet to the World Summit on Social Development. Others were without 
instructions and/or reserved their positions. The Presidency encouraged capitals to consider this issue.  
It would inform its Permanent Representative in New York of the discussion in COASI. 
 
KOREAN PENINSULA 
 
19. The Presidency summarized the events since the EU high-level to the Korean Peninsula in May 
2001.  It noted that the situation had substantially regressed, both in regard to DPRK relations with 
US and its relations with the ROK.  The recent remarks by President Bush about the DPRK had 
drawn a strong reaction from Pyongyang but also caused serious problems for the ROK and for 
President Kim Dae Jung whose position was now very weak.  There was a serious risk that 2003 
could be even more troubled, especially if DPRK adopted a negative stance on extension of the 
moratorium and on the KEDO situation (since the promised water reactors were not likely to be 
completed on time).  The visit by President Bush to Seoul in mid February would be very important in 
showing whether the US would respond to Kim Dae Jung's concerns for a more positive sign to be 
given to the DPRK.  In the light of the above, the Presidency suggested that the EU should consider 
the Korean Peninsula as a long-term problem, we should maintain our present policy but it should be 
geared to achieving results in a less-ambitious longer term prospective.  The EU should maintain 
engagement, in particular continue with visits of the Troika and by Member States with a view to 
maintaining contact with people in the DPRK and gradually lead to erosion of the closed DPRK 
society.  Visits by NGOs and journalists would also be important in this regard. 
 
20. The Commission agreed that EU should take a long term view.  We should pursue projects 
already agreed, but not undertake new actions without further concessions by the DPRK.  There were 
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some slight signs that the DPRK was more receptive to make such concessions as they were 
increasingly worried about their isolation.  We should reflect on our future strategy to the DPRK, 
possibly through a review or updating of the Council Conclusions.  The Group was broadly in 
agreement with the views of the Presidency and Commission.  Some delegations pointed out that the 
EU was at present the only actor with whom a dialogue with the DPRK could take place.  Some 
delegations considered that we should aim for attainable results, and consider what leverage the EU 
actually has.   
 
21. With regard to the discussion in the COHOM/COASI Group of February 8 on a possible 
resolution on human rights in the DPRK, the Presidency considered that we should integrate the 
human rights dimension into EU policy as a whole and not consider this item in an isolated context.  
The Commission agreed, considering that we should take a comprehensive approach, while keeping 
up pressure on the DPRK on its human rights situation. 
  
The Commission indicated that the EC-ROK meeting at Ministerial level planned for February 12 had 
been postponed.  The French delegation indicated a strong reserve on the EU side entering into 
discussion on the Galileo item since no mandate from the Council existed on this point.  The 
Commission took note, indicating that the Korean side had raised this item simply under the title of 
information.  
 
JAPAN 
 
22. The Presidency indicated that there was a need to start informal discussions with Japan on the 
importance of implementing the EU-Japan Action Plan approved in December last in Brussels.  The 
Group Chairman indicated that, in company with the Commission, he would visit Tokyo in mid 
February to discuss how to proceed.  The Commission considered that there were about six to eight 
actions which should be addressed rather soon and discussions in Tokyo could touch on these.  Prime 
Minister Koizumi had indicated to Commissioner Patten his wish that the Action Plan be 
implemented quickly.  
 
23. In reply to a question, the Presidency and the Commission indicated that they were examining 
how to react to the Japanese proposal for a Symposium on developing civil society links, cultural 
contacts and people-to-people exchanges.  The Japanese proposal for a major conference in April was 
too ambitious given the timing problem and we were considering whether a rather informal workshop 
could be held first in order to prepare such a Symposium.     
 
NEPAL 
 
24. The Presidency noted the HoMs report on the Human Rights situation.  
 
 

----------------------- 
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