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Delegations will find in the annex the Council statement on Sudan, as approved at the 3700th 

meeting of the Council on 17 June 2019. 
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ANNEX 

Council statement on Sudan 

Over the past six months the people of Sudan, with the strong participation of women and youth, 

have clearly and bravely demanded a new path for their country, one of democracy, political 

plurality, security and prosperity. This represents a historic opportunity for Sudan. A peaceful, 

united, democratic and prosperous Sudan remains crucial, including for the peace and stability of 

the region, and is a priority for the European Union. 

The EU firmly condemns the violent attacks in Sudan on 3 June 2019, which resulted in the killing 

and injuring of many peaceful civilian protesters, as well as sexual and gender-based violence. It is 

clear that the responsibility lies with the Transitional Military Council (TMC) as the authority in 

charge of protecting the population. All human rights violations and abuses committed must be 

investigated in an independent and transparent manner, and perpetrators held accountable for their 

acts. 

The EU calls for an immediate cessation of all violence against the Sudanese people, including 

extrajudicial, arbitrary and summary killings, beatings and sexual and gender-based violence, 

arrests and disappearances. It is the duty of the TMC to ensure the safety of all in Sudan. Members 

of the Forces for Freedom and Change (FFC) and other civilians that have been arrested and 

detained during recent events must be immediately released. Restrictions placed on freedom of 

assembly, freedom of the media, civic space and access to the internet must also be lifted. 

The EU remains deeply concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Sudan, and 

remains committed to help addressing the needs of the population. Obstacles to the timely delivery 

of the humanitarian assistance need to be removed immediately, including in Khartoum. Staff and 

supplies need to be brought in urgently to provide humanitarian assistance to more than 8 million 

people in need. Attacks against hospitals, medical staff and patients must stop. Respect of 

international humanitarian law and protection of civilians must be ensured, including safe and 

unhindered humanitarian access. 
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The EU supports the call of the African Union (AU) for the establishment of a civilian-led 

transitional authority. To that end, the EU calls for the immediate resumption of negotiations 

between the TMC and the FFC, based on agreements reached so far. The EU also calls on the TMC 

to implement the required confidence-building measures, on the FFC to respond accordingly, and 

on both parties to refrain from unilateral moves. 

The EU supports the leadership role of the AU and the mediation efforts led by the AU envoy to 

help to move the political transition process forward, in cooperation with Ethiopia, IGAD Chair. 

The EU commends the role of Ethiopia in facilitating the resumption of the talks. The EU also 

commends the decision of the AU’s Peace and Security Council to suspend Sudan from 

participation in all AU activities until the effective establishment of a civilian-led transition 

authority, including the announcement that AU punitive measures would be applied if transition to 

such an authority is obstructed. The EU further calls on other regional and international actors to 

play a constructive and coordinated role in support of the leadership of the AU on this basis and 

stands ready to work with international partners in that regard. 

The aspirations of the Sudanese people can only be met through an orderly, peaceful, inclusive and 

civilian-led transition that establishes the conditions for the return to constitutional order and 

democratic rule through transparent and credible elections, and full respect of human rights. The EU 

seizes this opportunity to recall the obligation of Sudan to cooperate with the International Criminal 

Court pursuant to the UNSC Resolution 1593. 

A civilian-led transitional authority is the only partner with which EU-Sudan relations can be 

normalised. When Sudan embarks on a transition to civilian rule, the EU looks forward to 

supporting the country in tackling the social, economic and political challenges and implementing 

the necessary reforms, and will provide assistance accordingly. 
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