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WOLFGANG SOBOTKA
President of the National Council of the Republic of Austria
The coronavirus pandemic is a test for our societies
and the democratic and liberal principles of our
world order. Henry Kissinger, former US Secretary of
State and presidential advisor, pointed this out in an
editorial in April this year. He believes that the world
will not be the same after the Covid-19 pandemic
and warns that “the world’s democracies need to defend and sustain their Enlightenment values”.

We must ask ourselves if we
have fully embraced the value
of parliamentary democracy
in these times of the coronavirus pandemic.

Parliaments have a key role to play in this regard as
they are the heart of democracy. Democracy is not
a gift, nor is it self-evident. Its vulnerability becomes
more apparent in periods of difficulty. Moreover, the
current pandemic is putting our health systems and
economies to the test. In order to stem the spread
of the coronavirus, many democracies have had to
make tough decisions, including placing restrictions
on fundamental freedoms. These interventions remain tolerable only because they are temporary and
earmarked for a specific purpose. The decisive factor
here is the fact that such restrictions are decided and
implemented in a democratic manner and in strict
accordance with the rule of law. Our parliaments
must remain the linchpin of crisis management. In
fact, crisis management only works by involving parliaments, not by excluding them. For me, that is one
of the key lessons of the coronavirus pandemic.
Parliaments are the central place of democracy in
every country. They contribute to the strengthening
of democratic values worldwide by cooperating internationally. The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
has been committed to this idea since its foundation
in 1889. 178 national parliaments are members of
what is the oldest international organisation.
The 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament,
originally scheduled for the end of August 2020 in
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Vienna, has now been postponed in physical form
until 2021. In addition to the current pandemic and
major global themes such as sustainable development, governance and the fight against extremism,
the topic of democracy education is particularly
close to my heart. The Democracy Workshop in the
Austrian Parliament is a place where young people,
school pupils and other groups of society can learn
how parliamentary democracy works. Within this framework, Members of Parliament regularly engage in
a dialogue with citizens. The Democracy Workshop
thus contributes to anchoring democracy in the population on a broad basis beyond election day.
This successful programme has inspired us to collect
best practice examples in the field of democracy
education from other parliaments around the world.
The present report was created in a spirit of solidarity among parliaments under the umbrella of the IPU.
We had planned to exchange views on these programmes in person at the World Conference this year.
In preparation for our discussions in Vienna next year,
we are glad to make this report available to all our
partner parliaments. The report shows clearly and impressively how diverse the approaches in the area of
democracy education are. We hope it will encourage
others to develop new programmes and initiatives to
bring democracy closer to the citizens of our countries.
The renowned Austrian psychotherapist and Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl once said that crises offer a great opportunity for self-reflection. In this vein,
we must ask ourselves if we have fully embraced the
value of parliamentary democracy in these times of
the coronavirus pandemic. I am convinced that the
world‘s democracies can and will emerge stronger
from the crisis.
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GABRIELA CUEVAS BARRON
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

To address a crisis:
The role of education
and parliaments in
bolstering democracy

People are vital to democracy. When they voice their
concerns, those who are tasked with decision-making become aware of the problems that afflict the
day-to-day lives of their communities. This is precisely why it must be stressed that a democratic society
is not merely one in which people vote. Rather, true
democracy needs democrats who are actively involved in the political process, who are committed to
the defence of rights and freedoms for all, and who
are unwavering in demanding accountability and
ensuring an adequate political representation that
addresses their needs through democratic institutions. This is only possible when people are instilled
with basic values such as tolerance, dialogue, and
respect. Otherwise, it would be difficult to find true
democrats at all.
Unfortunately, the outlook for democracy in the current circumstances is bleak. Reports have shown worrisome trends around the world. For instance, the University of Gothenburg’s V-Dem Institute has warned
about a “third wave of autocratization” in its recent
2020 edition of the Democracy Report, noting a worsening quality of elections, growing threats to freedom of expression and an overall decline in other democratic traits in several countries across the world.1
The 2019 edition of the Democracy Index, compiled
by The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), also arrives
at a similar conclusion: per the EIU’s definitions, only
22 countries out of the 167 that were analysed can be
considered full democracies.2
It should also be noted that much of this takes place
in a context where nationalist sentiment is reemerging around the world, despite the hard-learned lessons of the 20th century. In addition, faith in democracy as a system of government is also in decline:
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surveys by the Pew Research Center in 2019 revealed that a median of 51 % of respondents across 27
countries are not satisfied with how democracy is
working in their nations.3
Moreover, as a global pandemic takes hold over the
world, some political figures have seized the opportunity to enact extraordinary measures with little to
no safeguards in place to prevent their abuse, in what
could constitute prime examples of executive overreach. In addition, it is estimated that around 2 billion
people now have limited or closed parliaments as a
result of this pandemic, severely dwindling any possibility for parliamentary oversight.4 This is unfortunate, as parliaments play a key role in supervising the
exercise of government powers and, when necessary,
they challenge any abuse that may bring harm upon
citizens. Although “desperate times call for desperate
measures”, if these powers are not kept in check, the
democratic ideals which many have fought for may
yet be dealt another fatal setback. Fear should not justify a permanent institutionalisation of undemocratic
practices. Regrettably, whether some governments
will make a new normal out of states of emergency that undermine individual freedoms and human
rights, or whether they will return to a constitutional
order that upholds them, remains an open question.
Addressing this troubling prospect is not an easy
task. Reversing global trends takes considerable time
and effort, especially when the establishment of democratic institutions was only achieved after decades of struggles in several countries across the world.
However, significant change can be accomplished
through civic education rooted in democratic values, principles and practices, and the consolidation
of strong representative institutions, such as parliaments. The former promotes democratic societies by
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enabling and instilling active participation in social
and political affairs, while the latter ensures that government activity is scrutinised, and that social demands are conveyed through institutional channels.
Each element should be addressed in turn.
In regard to civic education, the link between democracy and education itself should be noted. They
are conceptually inherent one another; one cannot
conceive of a functioning democracy in which most
are unable to participate in a political process that affects their day-to-day lives because they cannot even
read or write. Democracy simply will not succeed without education for all. Otherwise, an unsustainable
contradiction ensues.
Furthermore, I am a firm believer in education’s potential to be the main enabler of positive change.
This is a conviction that I have maintained throughout my life. At the age of 15, I started Fundación
EDUCA México with three other people, an undertaking that has now evolved into an organisation that
currently works to improve the quality of education
of around 17,000 young people across Mexico.5 With
the skills, knowledge, and opportunity that EDUCA
provides them with, they will go on to pursue better
conditions for their communities, and thus become
agents of change.
Education in democratic principles is not just a matter of treating pupils as receivers of knowledge. It
should be a participatory experience that instructs
them in the fine details of dialogue and deliberation,
given that the democratic political process itself, if it
is to function properly, demands a level of participation that goes beyond mere voting. Learning these
attitudes is an exercise in freedom, which encourages an understanding of human beings not just as
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mere depositories of memories, but rather as an essential component of any society. This is a necessary
condition for the informed citizenry that is decisive
in ensuring proper and lively engagement between
the civil society and the state.
As a result, it is not surprising to find that the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is also an advocate
for education. In the words of an IPU resolution adopted by consensus at its 105th Inter-Parliamentary
Conference: “Education is both an important prerequisite for participation in cultural life and for democratic participation, and essential to the acceptance
and development of democratic values in a process
which must involve every person.”  6 Likewise, this
year’s Annual Parliamentary Hearing, a forum for
debate on global issues between parliamentarians,
centred its attention on education. IPU’s efforts result
from the belief that where all citizens have access to
education, democracies thrive.
Notwithstanding the centrality of education in democratic societies, it is also imperative to acknowledge that only strong democratic institutions can live
up to the expectations of an educated citizenry. This
is why parliamentary institutions are essential; they
have a responsibility to curtail any excesses in the
exercise of government power; they translate their
constituencies’ demands into solutions; and they
must be able to represent the interests of all. In this
vein, lawmakers effectively become the upholders of
democratic norms.
Recent events in the world have demonstrated that
without parliaments that are able to achieve these goals, democratic ideals are unattainable. When
people are left out of the gains from economic development and globalisation, it should not come as a
surprise that they end up losing faith. A lack of democrats then leads to a sustained erosion of democracy

itself, veering alarmingly close to authoritarian tendencies. It is because of this that now, more than ever,
lawmakers should strive to uphold societies with a
true sense of solidarity and civic trust by enacting policies that build prosperity accessible to all.

2.2 % of the world’s MPs are under 30 years old; 15.5 %
are under 40 years old; and 28.1 % are under 45 years
old. There are ways forward. For instance, youth quotas have been identified as a way of increasing youth
participation in parliament.7

Parliaments are also vital in ensuring that democratic
principles are preserved even in the face of dire crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic currently afflicting most of humanity. Knowing this, the IPU has monitored the action of parliaments in this context with
the “Parliaments in a time of pandemic” campaign.
While the IPU acknowledges that restrictions may
be necessary to contain a global pandemic, the IPU
also advocates that these restrictions be rooted in a
firm legal basis set out in national law, respectful of
equality, temporary, free of discrimination, and, very
importantly, to be necessary and proportionate to
the protection of human health. The same reasoning
goes for states of emergency. Through this and other
actions, parliaments can forge a balance between
the need for an appropriate public health response
and the preserving and respecting of human rights
while doing so. Lawmakers can, in fact, be the ones
who effectively prevent the use of fear as a justification for overriding human rights and freedoms.
Our legacy to younger generations should not be
the demise of democracy as we have come to know
it during previous decades. Undoubtedly, it is fragile,
which is all the more reason to campaign fiercely for
it. Younger generations should not take it for granted,
and we should strive to increase their inclusion in the
political process, especially through parliament, so
that they can become the protectors of democracy
that buck the trend for authoritarian surges around
the world. More can be done in this regard. Although
the IPU has noted that the share of youth parliamentarians is increasing across all age categories, only

Ultimately, the worrisome trends initially noted can
yet be reversed. However, democracy cannot survive
without democrats. Only through widely available
education rooted in democratic ideals, together with
strong, engaged parliaments, can we ensure that
they will not die out. It is critical that we take heed of
the need to make education accessible to all and to
consolidate support for lawmakers who are committed to defending the democratic institutions that are
deferential to human rights. Only then can we build
towards societies that will make everyone prosper.

1 T he report is available here: https://www.v-dem.net/en/publications/democracy-reports/
2 An overview of the EIU’s findings is available here: https://www.economist.com/
graphic-detail/2020/01/22/global-democracy-has-another-bad-year
3 “Many Across the Globe Are Dissatisfied With How Democracy Is Working.” Pew
Research Center, Washington, D.C. (April 2019) https://www.pewresearch.org/
global/2019/04/29/many-across-the-globe-are-dissatisfied-with-how-democracy-isworking/ (accessed May 27, 2020)
4 Provost, Claire, Nandini Archer, and Lydia Namubiru. “Alarm as 2 billion people have
parliaments shut or limited by COVID-19.” Open Democracy. https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/alarm-two-billion-people-have-parliaments-suspended-or-limited-covid-19/ (accessed May 28, 2020)
5 The organisation’s most recent annual report can be found here: https://www.educa.
org.mx/informe-Annual-2019/
6 Education and culture as essential factors in promoting the participation of men
and women in political life and as prerequisites for the development of peoples.
Resolution adopted by IPU’s Inter-Parliamentary Conference at its 105th meeting,
Havana, 6 April 2001. Available at: http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/105-2.htm (accessed
May 27, 2020)
7 “Youth participation in national parliaments: 2018”, Inter-Parliamentary Union.
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/reports/2018-12/youth-participation-in-national-parliaments-2018 (accessed May 27, 2020)

9

Photo: © IPU / DIXON

MARTIN CHUNGONG
Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

Democracy relies on
active, informed and
responsible citizens.

An honest and responsive government is one of people’s highest priorities, according to the nearly 10 million respondents to the United Nations MY World
survey. The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) has long
observed that democracy is by far the preferred form
of government and is the basis for good governance.
The IPU’s 1997 Universal Declaration on Democracy
notes that democracy aims to protect and promote
the dignity and fundamental rights of the individual,
instil social justice, and foster economic and social
development. As a form of government, democracy
is the best way of achieving these objectives, with
parliament as a key body that represents society in
all its diversity.
However, the gap between representatives and the
represented − those who govern and those who are
governed − is a widely shared challenge. One of the
consequences is the decreasing voter turnout,1 particularly among people aged 25 or under.2 When voter
turnout in parliamentary elections is low, the legitimacy of parliament and its capacity to represent the
people and decide on their behalf can be questioned.
The Declaration adopted at the 2015 World Conference of Speakers of Parliament reaffirmed that
“parliament is the central institution of democracy
through which the will of the people is expressed”. At
the same time, the Conference participants underlined their concern regarding “public scepticism and
a disconnect with politics” and stressed the need to
enable “the diverse components of society to participate in politics”.
Parliaments are being challenged in various areas to
find appropriate responses and regain public trust.
In a world that is changing faster than ever, affecting
people’s lives in so many ways, the role of parliaments is changing too. Parliaments are increasingly
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taking on some roles that, historically, were not within their realm, such as interacting with, informing
and educating the public. One of the common challenges facing parliaments is their changing relationship with the public.
There is a strong need for more robust efforts to
bring parliament closer to the people, especially to
young people and to women, which is crucial if we
are to achieve true democracy. The times we live in
require the establishment of permanent channels of
dialogue and communication with the public. Parliaments need to be more open to the public, they
need to explain the essential features of democracy
and to promote an understanding of democratic decision-making and legislative processes, using direct
communication as well as media and other channels,
including specifically designed educational programmes for different target groups.
Democracy relies on active, informed and responsible citizens. They need to understand how parliament functions and the role it plays in a democracy,
and how the actions it takes impact on their lives.
Knowledge of parliament, its work and processes is a
precondition for active citizenry and effective public
engagement in parliamentary work, thereby contributing to outcomes that are consonant with the people’s expectations.
Democracy education should include various complementary elements, such as training, awareness-raising, information and communication, practices and activities, all designed to equip the general
public or specific groups with knowledge, skills and
understanding of democratic values, parliaments
and politics and to develop their attitudes and behaviour accordingly. Parliaments can use various
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tools and channels in their educational activities,
such as websites, social media and specially designed programmes, depending on the target group
(e.g. schoolchildren, civil society groups, etc.). It is of
crucial importance that such activities are inclusive
and accessible to all interested participants, without
discrimination based on age, gender, language, geographical location, socio-economic status, ethnicity
or any other factor.
Education about democracy and parliaments is particularly important for the younger generations, to encourage them to play an active part in the democratic
life of their society. The 2010 IPU resolution on youth
participation in the democratic process expressed
deep concerns about “young people’s dwindling
interest in formal political activity, including voting
and party membership, and disenchantment with
politicians and political parties, which is a real threat
to the future of participatory democracy”.  3
Although young people make up the majority of the
world’s population, only around two per cent of all
members of parliament are under the age of 30. At
the IPU, we believe that democracies are stronger if
parliaments are representative of all groups and voices in society.
Young people are, however, often at the forefront of
more informal political activities, such as online activism, protests and demonstrations. While in some
cases this engagement has led to significant political changes, the aspirations behind these activities
are rarely translated into formal political processes,
including those pertaining to parliaments. This gap
often leads to lower levels of confidence and interest
among youth in political institutions.
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Carefully designed educational programmes that are
tailored to young people, interactive, gender-balanced and supported by new information and communication technologies, have the potential to bring
young people closer to parliaments and spark their
interest in political participation. Youth parliaments
are among the most frequently used democratic
education mechanisms and can provide meaningful opportunities for youth participation. In addition,
youth engagement initiatives that use their preferred
means of interaction, such as social media, specialised portals or websites, messaging services, e-competitions, quizzes, Twitter polls and hackathons, are
likely to appeal to young people.
There is, however, perhaps no better way to bring
parliaments closer to young people than by enhancing their representation and participation in public
decision-making. “Learning by doing” offers important opportunities for civic engagement, education
and learning about government, thus strengthening
young people’s sense of social responsibility and
developing their communication capacities, negotiating skills and ability to resolve conflicts through
peaceful means and critical thinking.4
I hope this publication will further motivate parliaments in developing, assessing and disseminating
best practices in democracy education and youth
participation.
I am particularly glad that parliaments are increasingly designing democracy education programmes
for children and adolescents, using a variety of tools
tailored to their age. Today’s children are future voters and decision-makers. It is never too early to start
learning about democratic values.

Learning about democracy, law-making and the relationship between parliament and their lives in an
interactive and creative way, often in a different educational setting; developing the confidence to express their opinions; visiting parliamentary settings
and talking with members of parliament – this all
makes for a memorable experience that can build a
long-standing perception of parliament as an institution close to the people. Children leave the parliament fonder of democracy and are likely to be more
engaged in political processes as they grow up. In
addition, education programmes for children often
have multiplying effects – by reaching out to schoolchildren, parliaments also reach out to their families,
friends and teachers.
Needless to say, parliaments may wish to pay particular attention to inclusiveness when implementing
education programmes for children. Children are
not a homogeneous group and such programmes
must provide equality of opportunity for all, without
selection or discrimination on any grounds. All children and schools, particularly those in remote areas
and those without the financial means to participate, must be involved. Funding of transport and other
costs, either by parliament itself or in cooperation
with local and international organisations, may be
the only way for many children and schools to participate. Efforts should be made to avoid existing
patterns of discrimination and to encourage opportunities for marginalised children and children
with disabilities, both girls and boys, to take part.
Programmes must be culturally sensitive to children
from all communities.
This publication on democracy education in the 21st
century is an opportunity to emphasise the need for

parliaments all over the world to become more open,
transparent and accessible institutions.
The innovations and creativity in the diverse practices of different parliaments are showcased in this
publication, which testifies to the vitality of the institution across the world. I am confident that the
good practices presented here will inspire other parliaments and help them develop their own programmes for educating citizens, particularly children and
youth, on the significance of democracy and the role
of parliaments in it. Such parliamentary efforts have
a long-term impact: they contribute to better public
awareness and understanding of parliamentary work
and help close the gap between parliaments and
people. In short, democracy education is critical to
public ownership of parliament.

1 A
 ccording to the World Bank’s 2017 World Development Report, election turnout is
declining across the world. Over the last 25 years, the average global voter turnout
rate dropped by more than 10 per cent (see https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2017).
2 International IDEA, Voter Turnout Trends around the World (Stockholm, 2016): https://
www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/voter-turnout-trends-around-the-world.
pdf.
3 IPU resolution, Youth participation in the democratic process, 2010: http://www.ipu.
org/conf-e/122/Res-3.htm.
4 Ibid.

13

Photo: UNIS Vienna / Nikoleta Haffar

ANTÓNIO GUTERRES
Secretary-General of the United Nations
Education has a vital role to play in fostering respect
for human rights, fundamental freedoms, sustainable development and peaceful coexistence among
nations and people.

Parliaments worldwide
have a special duty and role
in this vital work.
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Across its 75 years of existence, the United Nations
has taken wide-ranging steps to advance these mutually reinforcing agendas. We have supported Member States and civil society in promoting civic engagement in democratic governance through training,
policy research and capacity building. In recent years,
however, we have observed with alarm the increasing erosion of trust in governments and other institutions, the shrinking of civic space, the rise of intolerance and populism, and a backlash against human
rights, especially for women and girls.
And today, the COVID-19 crisis has not only upended
lives and livelihoods worldwide but has given some
governments a pretext to constrain democracy in the
guise of safeguarding public health. This poses the
biggest danger where democracy’s roots are shallow
and institutional checks and balances are weak. And
with 1.5 billion children affected by school closures,
democracy education may be an additional casualty.

Parliaments worldwide have a special duty and role
in this vital work. They can enact legislation requiring
governments to provide for democracy education.
They can ensure – through their control of the national budget – that such legislation is appropriately resourced. They can oversee that the government’s administration of the education system ensures proper
implementation of the law. And they can guarantee
that the design of democracy education reflects the
needs of their diverse constituencies, including the
urgency of addressing severe inequalities and other
threats to social cohesion.
I commend the work of the Interparliamentary Union
in promoting these efforts by collecting and presenting global parliamentary good practices. I urge parliaments to share these lessons and to strengthen
educational activities aimed at advancing democratic values and human rights. We must harness the unmatched power of education to enable young people to participate fully in the social and political life of
Member States and to defend these values, on which
so much of our future well-being depends.
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BEST-PRACTICE MODELS AT A GLANCE

Many parliaments offer a broad
spectrum of programmes.
What are the focal points of democracy and parliamentary education programmes in national parliaments worldwide? Which specific examples do parliaments themselves cite as their own best practice
in democracy education? Which aims do these programmes pursue and which formats and methods
do they employ? – In order to find out, the Austrian
Parliament sent out a questionnaire to all member
states of the IPU on 20 January 2020, in the run-up to
the IPU global conference scheduled to take place in
Vienna in August 2020.1
Many parliaments offer a broad spectrum of education and outreach programmes. The specific programme selected by a parliament to be described in
detail as its own example of best practice certainly
tells us more about country-specific aims and objectives. The results of the survey present a highly
varied picture, spanning the spectrum from guided
tours of the parliament building, youth parliaments,
activity events held over several days, one-day visitor
programmes and scholarships through to a diverse
range of outreach programmes. The best-practice
examples are presented individually and briefly summarised on the following pages.2
Generally speaking, almost all of the best-practice examples are targeted at the 14- to 25-year-old
age group3 (alone or amongst others). A number
of best-practice examples are designed for all age
groups, a feature that is comparatively frequent in
outreach programmes. None of the mentioned programmes are targeted exclusively at the under-8 or
over-60 age groups. These two target groups tend to
be covered by outreach programmes.
A very large share, namely 19 countries, cited annual
activity events lasting one or several days as their
example of best practice. The larger part of these,
namely 12 4, take the form of children‘s or youth
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Targeted Age Groups of the Best Practice Programmes

Diagram showing frequency with which programmes are targeted at the respective age groups.

parliaments, which usually last for one day5 and are
mainly targeted at young people aged 13 and upwards. Only the Spanish project “Deputies for a Day”
involves children under the age of 12. The legislative
simulations in Slovakia and Slovenia are organised in
collaboration with universities and are specially targeted at law students.
The activity event held at the Moldovan Parliament
is the final round of “Know Your Parliament” , a
highly competitive knowledge quest game which
starts with preliminary rounds at regional level. Another one-day event is the Parliament of Rwanda‘s
“Youth Mentorship for Future Leaders” programme,
which takes place annually and features presentations, video screenings and guided tours for youngsters aged 8 and upwards. The programme in Thailand is designed for teens and young adults (15- to
20-year-olds) and lasts for over a week. Namibia‘s
annual “Children’s Parliament” offers young participants aged 14 and over a wide-ranging program-

Geographical overview of countries whose best-practice examples were included in this publication.

me lasting a fortnight in total, including a two-day
orientation exercise.
Every other year, Denmark holds three-week “School
Elections”, in which 13- to 16-year-olds simulate the
entire process of a real parliamentary election – from
the announcement of the election through to broadcasting of the polling results on TV.
The Canadian Parliament organises the annual oneweek programme “Teachers Institute on Canadian
Parliamentary Democracy”, which is designed for teachers rather than pupils and focuses, among other
things, on developing methods and strategies for teaching about democracy, governance and citizenship.
San Marino holds activity events once or twice a year
in a wide range of different venues, both inside and
outside Parliament. Workshops, round tables, theatre
shows, excursions and much more besides engage
the entire population and are used to strengthen the
link between citizens and institutions and promote
social cohesion as part of a democratic society.

Programmes that are offered on a regular basis and
form an integral part of the everyday activities of the
parliamentary administrations include guided tours
of Parliament buildings6, attendance of parliamen
tary sittings7, and combined formats consisting
of a guided tour plus a short role-play simulating
real-life parliamentary processes, in some cases
commencing with a special introductory briefing
and enriched by encounters with MPs.8 With the exception of Cyprus, where the “Parliament and School
Students” programme is held in the Parliament building as well as in mobile form in schools, and is also
attended by children under the age of 8, these activities are targeted at children and young people aged
10 and over. As a rule, simulation exercises often require advance preparation in the classroom, with teaching staff being supplied with special materials for
this purpose. The on-site part of the majority of the
programmes lasts from two to four hours, and the
frequency ranges from once a month to 16 times per
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week9. The “Political The Hague for Schools” programme in the Netherlands is a notable exception here, in
terms of both scope (combination of role play, interactive installations, guided tours, simulated debates,
etc.) and frequency (35 to 40 school classes per day).
The programme developed by Greece, “Protect Democracy”, addresses special topics such as human
rights and also deals with those phases in the country‘s history when democracy was abolished.
A combined programme without a simulation is offered, for instance, by India (Lok Sabha). This programme combines attendance of a parliamentary sitting,
guided tours, presentations and meetings with MPs.

these programmes are targeted at adults as well as
youngsters12 and also offer an opportunity to collect
feedback and opinions from the general public.
The Yemen Parliament‘s programme “Political Development and Strengthening of the Legal, Legislative and Democratic System”, on the other hand, is
targeted at MPs, activists and civil society and contributes to enhancing democratic awareness.
Active participation of parliamentarians in the
programmes is generally seen as being very important.13 This is notably often the case in outreach
programmes: in ten out of 12 programmes that are
fully outreach based or contain an outreach element, it was stated that parliamentarians are actively
involved in the activities. Details of the role played
by parliamentarians are not available for all of the
best-practice examples. However, the information
provided indicates that the parliamentarians are involved in a wide variety of different ways. Sometimes
they are interviewed by the participants, for instance,
or they participate in role-plays or give short talks.

Training programmes for young adults (aged
20/25 plus) include the “Fellowship Project” of the
Jordanian Parliament, the contribution of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the
“Youth and Security School” organised by the OSCE,
and the “International Parliamentary Scholarship” of
the German Bundestag.

The responses to the question regarding the real-li
fe political influence of the best-practice models
suggest that this influence is assessed and/or interpreted in different ways. This is evident from the fact
that the parliaments‘ assessment of their programmes‘ real-life political influence varies, even when the
actual programme content is very similar. Generally
speaking, two different types of “real-life political influence” can be identified:
the first entails a direct impact on actual parliamentary
proceedings, in that recommendations are passed on
to the relevant parliamentary committees, for example,
whereas the second refers to increased levels of public participation and political involvement that are
attributed to people‘s engagement with relevant issues within the framework of the programmes.

Seven countries put forward pure outreach pro
grammes11 as their examples of best practice. Outreach programmes frequently take place in schools,
community centres and regional/constituency offices. Apart from attendance of parliamentary sittings,
guided tours and internships, however, the chosen
methods and formats are largely similar to those
used in non-outreach programmes. The outreach
activities in Israel (“Connecting to the Knesset”: “Discovery Days”, “Knesset Stage”) and Fiji (“Parliament
Bus”, “Meet the Speaker”) are associated with special
engagement on the part of the Speaker of the Parliament. With the exception of Australia, which offers
a special video conferencing programme for 8- to
25-year-olds who are unable to travel to Canberra in
person, and the Maldives with its “Parliamentary Education Seminar” for upper secondary school students,

The parliaments‘ best-practice programmes generally pursue a number of aims. These aims cover a very
broad spectrum, though some core themes can be
clearly discerned. Nearly all of the parliaments cite
“Promoting an understanding of the legislative process and the work of Parliament” as a key aim of their
best-practice programme. Great importance is likewise attached to “Encouraging active participation
in the political process” and “Strengthening democratic awareness”. Another key aim is “Developing an
understanding of the work done by politicians”, and
programmes that pursue this aim usually focus on role-plays and simulations and/or enable participants
to “meet a parliamentarian”. One notable finding is
that the aim of “Developing media skills” is rarely explicitly cited, and the parliaments that do mention it
are exclusively in European countries14.

Interactive workshops on a selection of basic political concepts combined with the production of a
media item as a tool to guide the learning process
are offered by Montenegro, Austria and Belgium. In
contrast with youth parliaments and role-play exercises, this type of programme is primarily targeted at
younger schoolchildren, usually from the age of 8.
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Nearly all of the countries state that their bestpractice programme is associated with a particular
output.15 These outputs include, inter alia, photos,
videos (e.g. of interviews), podcasts, posters, films,
media coverage (in print media, online media or on
television) and fictitious parliamentary bills. Other
parliaments also point to results such as increased
active public participation in the political process
and recommendations and findings that have a real-life political impact. One notable feature is that
countries whose best-practice example generates
no output frequently do not have parliamentarians
playing an active role in the programme.
The majority of the best-practice examples make use
of materials specifically designed for the purpose,
both for preparation and follow-up as well as during
the programme itself. The range of materials and resources used extends from worksheets, publications,

1

2
3

4
5
6
7
8

The questionnaire was sent to 193 parliaments, including the European Parliament.
71 parliaments responded, seven of which stated that they have no democracy
education programmes in place. Of those parliaments who returned the completed
questionnaire, 56 also gave us permission to publish their responses. It should be
emphasised that the responses reflect the situation prior to the outbreak of the
corona crisis. They do not include new programmes that have been developed in
the interim, notably in the digital sphere.
This summary refers exclusively to the cited examples of best practice and does not
take account of the other programmes offered by the parliaments.
The questionnaire listed a series of age groups to choose from (5 categories: up to
8, 8–14, 14–25, 25–60, 60+). Where countries have stated a further segmentation by
age group, this is additionally shown in the “Age group” category in the subsequent
presentation of individual best-practice examples.
Andorra, Croatia, Latvia, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Poland, 2 × Romania (both
chambers), Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain
Exceptions: Croatia and Spain, which both last for two to three hours
Georgia, India (Rajya Sabha), Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Pakistan,
S ingapore
Japan (House of Councillors), Ireland, Norway, North Macedonia, Switzerland,

information brochures, posters, research materials
and fictitious draft bills through to CDs, games, films
and videos.
Very often, these materials are made available via
dedicated websites, handed out to participants in
advance, distributed during the programme itself
or given out to take home afterwards. None of the
parliaments cited a special online programme as an
example of best practice in democratic education.
The only exclusively digital programme is the video
conferencing programme described by the Australian Parliament – though the situation is certain to
have changed already over the past few months in
the wake of the corona crisis.
Simone Jordan, Linda Unterrainer,
Elisabeth Schindler-Müller

9
10
11
12

13
14
15

Czech Republic, Hungary, Cyprus; Sweden (tour of the building optional), Serbia
and New Zealand (also offered as an outreach programme), European Parliament
(no tour of the building)
In Sweden
The IPS of the German Bundestag is the only one of the cited programmes to be
targeted at international participants.
Australia, Fiji, Israel, Kenya, the Maledives, Sri Lanka, United Kingdom
Programmes in the United Kingdom are designed to address and engage specific
target groups: […] Eighty per cent of our community work is with our five target
audiences: women, young people, people from black, Asian and minority ethnic
(BAME) groups, people who are disabled and those from low socio-economic
groups.”
In a total of 38 countries
Montenegro, Norway, Austria
In this context a distinction should be made between two types of output, namely
output produced by the participants as an integral part of the programme concept,
and output designed to have an external effect and generate publicity. The data
provided do not always allow the respective outputs to be clearly assigned to one
category or the other.
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Age group

14–15 years

Frequency

Annual

Youth Parliament

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials and parliamentarians in charge of the Committee
on Education are responsible for the organisation of the programme.
Half of the “proposed laws” must be on the subject predefined each
year by the members of the Committee on Education (e.g.: in 2019
“Animal rights”).

In 2002 the Andorran Parliament decided to introduce the educational programme Andorran Youth Parliament (AYP) to familiarise young people with the work of the legislative institution.

Organisation/
implementation

The Andorran parliamentary administration is responsible for all
 rganisational aspects concerning the workshops, participants and
o
guests. The workshops are conducted by parliamentarians who are
members of the Committee on Education.

Venue

Workshops are held in the actual locations where the legislative process takes place (committee rooms and the Plenary Hall).

Programme output

“Laws” produced by the participants themselves
Full information is available on the Parliament’s website: “laws”
approved, photographs of all workshops and a video of the final workshop (workshop on plenary work).

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians lead and host all phases of the programme: information session on the legislative process (2 h), workshop on committee
work (4 h) and workshop on plenary work (3 h). The last workshop is
chaired by the Speaker of the Parliament. They also join the lunch
reception afterwards.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Parliamentarians are involved in all workshops. The Minister of Education and other Andorran education officials are invited to attend the
final workshop.

Web presence

https://sites.google.com/site/consellgeneraldelsjoves/

Objectives and
content

Objectives: encouraging students to express their opinions, familiarising them with the Andorran institutions and explaining the legislative
process
Content: 3 workshops (How the legislative process works, How committees work, How the plenary session works)

Materials

The parliamentary administration offers training material for teachers.
The material can be used for advance preparation.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Working in small groups of 9–10, meetings and interviews with MPs,
role play and simulations, visit to the Parliament building, lunch reception and art competition

Key educational
elements

Learning by doing

ANDORRA

In a simulation of a real legislative situation, participants learn about the legislative process and have the
opportunity to improve on various social skills.
The main objectives are: encouraging young people to express their opinions, familiarising them with the parliamentary institutions and making the legislative process easier to comprehend. 28 pupils – aged between 14
and 15 – are democratically selected at school to represent their class.
The programme begins with work in the classroom, during which students draft a legislative text and elect a
representative. Then, after a “rehearsal” a few days before, 28 “young MPs” come to Parliament to experience
the different stages of the legislative process: they debate, amend and vote on the six legislative bills that
are selected.
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To recreate the atmosphere of Parliament, the entire process takes place in the Parliament building and the
parliamentary staff assist by performing their normal roles during the meetings.
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AUSTRALIA

Parliamentary Insider
The Parliamentary Insider video conferencing programme brings the Australian Parliament into classrooms all
around Australia. Students speak with experts and explore how Parliament works to make Australia a better
place to live.

Age group

8–25 years

Frequency

On average, 4 programmes are delivered per week, Monday to Friday.

Duration

1 hour

Content and
organisation

The Parliamentary Education Office is responsible for the content and
organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Parliamentary Education Office is responsible for the booking,
scheduling, educator rostering and delivery of the programmes.

Venue

Video conference programmes are delivered from a purpose-built
studio in Parliament House. Schools use their own video conferencing
hardware in their classroom. IT assistance is provided as required.

Programme output

 Photographs
 Currently investigating option to record sessions with parliamentary “experts” (e. g. clerks and other parliamentary officers) and
upload the recording to the PEO website and YouTube

Role of
parliamentarians

A modified programme – VC with an MP – was trialled in February/
March 2020. The programme was very successful, with 6 Members of
Parliament undertaking a question and answer session with a school in
their electorate after a Parliamentary Insider programme.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The programme encourages active citizenship and participation in
parliamentary process, such as making a submission to a Committee.

Objectives and
content

Objective: to foster informed, engaged and active citizens by educating Australian students and teachers about – and inspiring their enthusiasm for – Australia’s parliamentary democracy. The programme
is aimed at students unable to travel to Canberra to participate in a
programme at Parliament House.
Content: tailored to meet the needs of students but usually includes
all or some of
 How laws are passed through Parliament
 The responsibilities of representatives
 The formation of government
 How government is kept accountable

Materials

peo.gov.au provides a wide variety of content to explain and teach
about the Australian Parliament. Teachers can use these resources to
prepare students for the programme or to follow up the programme.
The PEO also delivers professional learning programmes for teachers.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Students brainstorm ideas, communicate their ideas, role-play, debate
and ask questions.

The curriculum-aligned programme explores the function and significance of Australia’s democratic system of
government. It does this through investigating:
• How laws are made by Parliament
• The responsibilities of representatives
• The formation of government
• How government is kept accountable
The programme is flexible and can be tailored to meet the needs of groups.
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Parliamentary Insider allows the Parliamentary Education Office to provide dynamic, relevant and memorable
programmes for students unable to visit Parliament House.
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AUSTRIA

Democracy Workshop
The Democracy Workshop is a service offered by the Austrian Parliament to promote democracy awareness
through personal, positive experience of the workings of democracy. The eleven workshop modules for 8- to
15-year-olds – school classes and apprentices – explore parliamentary structures and processes and foster
self-expression and media skills. The content focuses on national legislation, the function and duties of parliamentarians, the bases for democratic participation, Europe and the history of the Republic of Austria, as well as
the media world and how to process information.

Venue

Dedicated rooms (2 workshop rooms, 1 team space) within the Parliament building, plenary meeting halls and committee meeting halls

Programme output

 Media item (newspaper, film or podcast) produced by the participants themselves; the item is published on the Parliament’s website for children
 Photographs

Role of
parliamentarians

Guests and interview partners at the workshops. Visits last 90 minutes.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The workshops’ media output has no direct impact on parliamentary
debates and procedures. The output is, however, circulated to the
participants and the workshop guests (Members of Parliament and
experts).

Web presence

www.demokratiewebstatt.at
de-de.facebook.com/demokratiewebstatt

The didactic content of the workshops is based on constructivist learning theory and enables the participants
to work out the answers to questions in small groups with the help of books, posters, websites, and also guests
(MPs, journalists, contemporary witnesses, etc.). The participants’ learning process is augmented by creation of
a media item (film, radio, newspaper), reflecting all the findings and/or insights gained.

Objectives
 Imparting an understanding of democratic structures and processes
 Encouraging children and young people to express their opinions
 Developing media skills
 Encouraging a participatory mindset
 A positive experience of democracy

The media item is published on www.demokratiewebstatt.at.
Objectives and
content

Age group
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Content
Six workshops focusing on:
 Politicians (Who represents me in Parliament?)
 Parliament (How are laws made?)
 Media (How to gather information)
 Participation (My opinion counts!)
 “A Journey through Time” (Discover the history of the Austrian
Republic)
 Europe (Getting to know the European Union)

8–15 years

Frequency

14 workshops per week, Monday to Friday, except during school
holidays

Duration

4 hours

Special events

Special workshops on the National Holiday; a cycle of workshops with
Members of the Government

Content and
organisation

The Austrian Parliamentary Administration, Dept. L4.3 - Civic Education, is responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Austrian Parliamentary Administration, Dept. L4.3 - Civic Education, is responsible for the organisational aspects of the workshops including liaison with the participants and guests.
The workshops are conducted by an external service provider on the
basis of a contractual agreement.

Materials

The Parliament’s website for children offers a great variety of information/teaching material for school children, adults and teachers. The
material can be used for advance preparation or follow-up. Teachers
attending workshops receive a teaching resources pack provided by
the Ministry of Education.

Educational meth
ods and formats









Key educational
elements

 Learning by doing
 Explaining the issues involved in a comprehensible way
 Processing the experience and publishing the results on
www.demokratiewebstatt.at

Working in small groups
Independent research using reference books, internet, factsheets
Interviews with MPs and experts
Street interviews
Role play
Production of a media item on findings
Tour of Parliament
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BELGIUM

Reporters of Democracy
Reporters of Democracy is a programme set up by the education department of BELvue museum, which is
both the museum of Belgium and its history as well as a centre for democracy. Managed by the King Baudouin
Foundation, the BELvue was created as a place where visitors, and especially young people, can learn about and
better understand Belgium, its history, its socio-economic development and the workings of its institutions.
Participants are typically secondary school pupils who combine a guided tour of the Parliament with a unique
opportunity to meet an MP and ask questions about their role, how parliament works, etc. The interview with
the MP is then produced as a short video clip filmed inside the Parliament building, with introductory comments by a student playing the role of political editor.
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Typically around 2 hours of preparation are spent in class before the visit (looking up information on a particular subject the students wish to explore, the MP they will be meeting, etc.). After the visit the video interview
is shown in class after pupils have done some further research on the subject of their video, e. g. they try to
explain the MP’s answers to their fellow pupils in their own words. Afterwards there is a short quiz.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

On a weekly basis

Content and
organisation

The education department of the BelVue museum

Organisation/
implementation

BELvue museum, in cooperation with the school and Parliament guides

Venue

House of Representatives

Programme output

Video clip of the visit and the interview

Role of
parliamentarians

They attend for a short talk and an interview.

Web presence

https://www.belvue.be/nl/activities/workshops/reporters-van-de-democratie
https://www.belvue.be/fr/activities/workshops/reporters-de-la-democratie

Objectives and
content

Learning about what an MP does, how Parliament works, the structure
of the Belgian state

Educational meth
ods and formats

Pupils are offered a guided tour of Parliament. They then get the
chance to meet and interview an MP and record and film the interview
themselves.
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Youth and Security School

Age group

25–60 years

Content and
organisation

The OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Inter-Ministerial
Working Group of the Council of Ministers of BiH to monitor the implementation of the document ‘’BiH Security Policy’’ (IRRS)

Organisation/
implementation

The OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Inter-Ministerial Working Group of the Council of Ministers of BiH to monitor the
implementation of the document “BiH Security Policy” (IRRS) jointly
organise / implement the programme together with the ministries at
entity and state level, NATO Headquarters in Sarajevo, the Directorate
for European Integration of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Parliamentary
Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the State Agency for Investigation
and Protection, BiH Armed Forces representatives, the Anti-Corruption
Agency and the Anti-Corruption Coordination Agency.

Venue

Hotels, ministries, Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
museums

Role of
parliamentarians

They don’t play an active role in this programme.

Objectives and
content

The OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina organises a Youth and
Security School to help educate young people about the security
policy of Bosnia and Herzegovina, security challenges facing Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and other topics related to security reform. The programme is organised under the auspices of and in cooperation with
the Inter-Ministerial Working Group of the Council of Ministers of BiH
to monitor the implementation of the document “BiH Security Policy”
(IRRS).
Through the programme, efforts are made to foster, revitalise and
strengthen cooperation between young future security experts from
the universities of Banja Luka, Mostar, Sarajevo, Tuzla, Zenica and Bihac. The programme allows students to exchange ideas with representatives of security and defence structures as well as representatives of international institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The basic
concept is to serve as a means of raising awareness of current security
policy issues in general, as well as those specific to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The programme also investigates ways to strengthen the active
participation of young professionals in the implementation of security
policy, thereby enhancing the development of democratic institutions.
The Youth and Security School provides students with an insight
into Bosnia and Herzegovina‘s foreign policy, security and defence
policy, internal security, the gender perspective, education, media,
public management and other aspects of security policy, accompanied
by appropriate study visits to security and defence institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The Youth and Security School includes:
 Fireside debate
 Visit / lecture at the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republika
Srpska / Police Academy
 Discussions on different topics

The Youth and Security School is designed to complement the education of young people from all over BiH
and inspire their leadership in the area of security reform.
The curriculum creates a broader understanding of the place, role and responsibilities of the institutions of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and other security actors in building systems and mechanisms for the effective functioning of the security sector and provides insight into the functioning and problems of particular segments
of the security system. In order to promote democratic values, attention is paid to gender perspectives on
security processes. Participants are introduced to specific needs of women and men in relation to security.
Considering the fact that women are generally weakly presented in the security sector, participants are encouraged to think differently about security perspectives and the possible inclusion of marginalised groups in
the mentioned sector.
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The activities are organised by the OSCE with partners and include a visit to the Parliamentary Assembly of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, where participants attend a presentation in the Visitors Hall on the work of the Common Bodies/Joint Committees of the Parliamentary Assembly. After the presentation, visitors have the opportunity to ask questions. Sometimes, depending on the time available, the presentation is given by the
chairman or secretary of the Commission, and sometimes by the expert advisor.
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Age group

14–60+ years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

1 week

Content and
organisation

The Library of Parliament’s Public Education Programs division (Education & Learning team), in collaboration with parliamentary partners
and guest speakers

Organisation/
implementation

The Library of Parliament’s Public Education Programs division (Education & Learning team)

Each year, the Teachers Institute on Canadian Parliamentary Democracy brings together 85 dedicated civics
and social studies teachers for an insider’s view on how Canada’s Parliament works.

Venue

Dedicated locations (event spaces, committee rooms) within the parliamentary precinct for the duration of the Teachers Institute. Some
activities take place in the Senate and House of Commons Chambers.

During this week-long professional development programme, participants learn from political, procedural and
pedagogical experts, meet parliamentarians, hear from senior parliamentary officials, attend parliamentary
proceedings, receive important resource materials, and develop strategies for teaching their students about
Parliament, governance, democracy and citizenship.

Programme output

 Official photos of participants in the Chambers
 Informal photos and videos are taken for recruitment purposes
 Some social media activity related to the programme

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians participate on themed panels throughout the week,
and at a special dinner with teachers.

Web presence

General information and applications website:
https://lop.parl.ca/About/Parliament/Education/teachers-institute-e.html

Objectives and
content

 Intensive professional development programme at Parliament for
teachers (kindergarten to Year 12+)
 Participants learn from political, procedural and pedagogical
experts, meet parliamentarians, hear from senior parliamentary officials, develop teaching strategies and receive important
resource materials to support them in their teaching about
Parliament, governance, democracy and citizenship.

Materials

Reference materials are prepared to support teachers’ learning and to
take back to the classroom.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Model Parliament simulations, panel presentations with parliamentarians and officials, excursions to Governor General’s residence,
guided tours of the Senate and House of Commons, attending
Question Period, workshops on parliamentary roles and procedure,
keynote presentations

CANADA

Teachers Institute on Canadian
Parliamentary Democracy

Teachers from across Canada are selected by a national committee of educators. Participants spend one
week in Ottawa, participating in panel discussions, learning workshops, model Parliament simulations and
guided tours at dedicated locations within the parliamentary precinct, including the Senate and House of
Commons Chambers.
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Organised by the Library of Parliament, the Teachers Institute on Canadian Parliamentary Democracy is offered
under the auspices of the Speaker of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Commons. It was initially
launched in 1996.
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Organisation/
implementation

The Model Parliament programme is organised by the Citizens Service
of the Croatian Parliament, which is also responsible for the preparatory educational visits to the Parliament and for providing professional
support to teachers mentoring students participating in the model
parliament.

Model Parliament for
secondary school students
in the Assembly Hall

Venue

Preparatory workshops are held in the halls where the working bodies’
and parliamentary groups’ sessions are held, and the model parliament is held in the Assembly Hall.

Programme output

The Model Parliament for secondary school students is streamed via
the Parliament TV and YouTube channels, while the public broadcaster
HRT4 also broadcasts the student session live from the Parliament. All
other media who wish to do so may report from the student session.

Role of
parliamentarians

MPs are invited to preparatory workshops held during educational visits,
where students have the opportunity to talk to MPs. Also, MPs are invited as guests to the model parliament.

The Model Parliament for secondary school students is an educational programme created by the Citizens
Service of the Croatian Parliament in cooperation with educational institutions. It starts with preparatory educational activities for secondary school students who visit the Parliament during the school year as part of
their field classes in the subject curricula, and culminates in the model parliament held in the Assembly Hall of
the Parliament.
The Model Parliament for secondary school students is part of the Politics and Economics curriculum, alongside
other subjects in the field of education for democracy and responsible citizenship: ethics, sociology, introduction to the state and law, the constitutional organisation of Croatia, etc. Students study original texts such as
the Constitution, laws, and other relevant documents in the classroom before participating in extracurricular
activities such as the model parliament.
Student MPs simulate the work of Parliament throughout the entire legislative process, presenting the positions
of working bodies, debating on behalf of parliamentary groups and in individual discussions, presenting, discussing and voting on amendments, and finally voting on the adoption of the text of the final bill.
This event is preceded by preparatory educational workshops organised for students in the Parliament, including discussions with MPs. During the workshops, students are introduced to Parliament’s work, organisation
and legislative procedure, which greatly assists them in preparing for the model parliament.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Not directly. However, the students present their opinions and positions to the MPs at the preparatory workshops, and then discuss the
draft law during the model parliament and amend it in order to improve its effectiveness.

Web presence

Parliament TV

Objectives and
content

Development of a democratic political culture among the youngest
voters, i. e. school leavers; providing students with hands-on experience of legislative action; encouraging and developing political and
critical thinking among students and familiarising them with ways of
participating in political processes, the role and responsibility of the authorities, the sources of their legitimacy, the importance of the legislative process and instilling respect for democratic procedures in passing laws and the importance of observing the laws in force

Materials

The Citizens Service publishes useful educational materials for students and their mentors on its website: draft laws to be discussed,
examples of drafting amendments, committee reports, chairing the
session, legislative procedures in general.

Educational meth
ods and formats

After students have been prepared by their subject teacher at school,
the next step is educational workshops at the Croatian Parliament.
These include an introduction to the legislative procedure, to the draft
law which will be discussed at the model student parliament, and to
the current legislation in general, with reference to professional literature on the subject. During the preparatory workshops / visits to the
Parliament interviews are organised with MPs on the topic of the model parliament; comparison with European legislation.

CROATIA
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Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Preparatory workshops for students from Monday to Friday, model
parliament once a year

Duration

Preparatory workshops 90 minutes in the Parliament, students' model
parliament 150 min

Content and
organisation

The Model Parliament programme is organised by the Citizens Service
of the Croatian Parliament, which is also responsible for the preparatory educational visits to the Parliament and for providing professional
support to teachers mentoring students participating in the model
parliament. The model parliament forms part of the secondary school
Politics and Economics curriculum.
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Age group

0–25 years

Frequency

Weekly

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials as part of their duties

Organisation/
implementation

The House of Representatives

Venue

 Locations inside the Parliament building (incl. the Plenary Hall)
 Locations and rooms outside the Parliament building (when the
programme is tailored for children at schools in remote areas)

The Parliament and School Students programme (incl. Parliament and Schools in Remote Areas) is offered by
the House of Representatives to primary and secondary school pupils, as well as university students.

Programme output

 Photos
 Parliament’s website

Parliamentary staff introduce the target group to the electoral process, the composition and dissolution of the
Parliament, the organisation and functioning of the Parliament, as well as its political role and competences.
Moreover, young people are informed about the participation of the House in regional and international parliamentary organisations.

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians participate in the presentations on the political role
and competences of the Parliament and also share their experience
with the target group.

For more effective and interactive programmes, the role-play method is primarily applied in order to familiarise
the target group with the legislative process (e.g. before and during voting on a hypothetical bill on an issue
affecting young people’s lives).

Objectives and
content

 Information on parliamentary procedures
 Information on the legislative process
 Participation in committee meetings when the issue discussed is
of relevance to the target group

Materials

 General information material on the history of Cyprus and the
role of the House of Representatives is handed out to both school
teachers and students
 Educational games for school students

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Role play
 Simulations
 Guided tours

CYPRUS

Parliament and
School Students
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Educational games (puzzles, crosswords, etc.) are handed out to the target group, who are expected to solve
them at school (solutions are given to the teachers by parliamentary staff). Educational games are focused
mainly on the history of Cyprus, the Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus and the House of Representatives.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Project Day
Simulation of the Law
Democracy support is offered by the Department of Communication and Education of the Parliamentary Institute to promote democratic awareness through a personal, positive experience of the workings of democracy.
In the Simulation of the Law programme for 13- to 20-year-olds, primary and secondary school classes and apprentices learn about parliamentary structures and processes. The content focuses on national legislation, the
function and duties of parliamentarians, the basis for democratic participation and how to process information.
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The programme consists of a guided tour accompanied by a simulation of parliamentary proceedings in which
the young people debate and approve a draft law. Students are divided into political camps to debate the bill
and then cast their votes.

Age group

13–20 years

Frequency

Usually every Monday

Duration

3 hours

Content and
organisation

The Parliamentary Institute – Department of Communication and
Education is responsible for the content and organisation of the
programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Parliamentary Institute - Department of Communication and
Education is responsible for the organisational aspects concerning the
workshops, the participants and guests.
The simulations are conducted by employees of the Department of
Communication and Education.

Venue

Dedicated room in the Chamber of Deputies where the Organization
and School Committee carries out its work

Programme output

Media items (photographs) produced by the participants themselves
or the organisers

Objectives and
content

To provide an understanding of democratic structures and processes,
encourage children and young people to express their views, impart
a positive experience of democracy, and inspire their interest in their
country and its political culture

Materials

For the simulation, the organiser will prepare an invitation to the
Chamber of Deputies meeting and an explanatory report. The teachers attending receive worksheets prepared by the Department of
Communication and Education.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Guided tour accompanied by simulation of parliamentary proceedings
with discussion and approval of a draft law. Students are divided into
political camps to debate the bill and then cast their votes.
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DENMARK

School Elections
The programme aims to imitate a real Danish three-week election period from announcement of an election
to polling day. The programme is designed to strengthen the pupils’ confidence in taking part in the political
process and their understanding of how an election works. The result of the elections attracts considerable
interest in the Danish press.
	Week 1:
	
The Prime Minister announces the election. Out of 20 political issues, the students choose three that they
will focus on. At this point, students choose an issue that interests them without necessarily knowing the
standpoint of the various political parties.
	Week 2:
	
In groups, the students conduct interviews with each other on the topics they have chosen. The purpose
here is to learn more about political rhetoric and debate.
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	Week 3:
	
The students participate in political debates with members of the youth organisations of the political parties. The mock election is conducted in exactly the same way as a real election. The result of the election is
announced on national TV in a live broadcast from Parliament.

Age group

13–16 years

Frequency

Every second year

Duration

3 weeks of the school year

Special events

The election is always on the Thursday of week 6 in odd years.

Content and
organisation

The parliamentary administration in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education and the Danish Youth Council

Organisation/
implementation

The participating schools have a major role regarding the preparation
and execution of the preliminary educational activities in schools and
are responsible for organising the debates and the mock election.

Venue

On election night political parties hold election events/celebrations in
the Parliament building.

Programme output

The result of the election generates a significant amount of interest in
both the media and political circles.

Role of
parliamentarians

The Prime Minister opens the programme by announcing the date for
the School Election. Many MPs and ministers are present on the day of
the mock election.

Web presence

www.skolevalg.dk

Objectives and
content

School children aged 13–16 (Years 8 to 10). The main objectives are to
strengthen political awareness amongst students and to teach them
how to vote.

Materials

The website is the focus of the three-week preliminary educational activities that take place prior to the election. We also produce guides for
teachers.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The students are introduced to political topics, participate in debates
with members of political youth organisations and participate in mock
elections with realistic ballots and voting booths, etc.

41

EUROPEAN UNION

Role-Play Game
Parlamentarium (PLM) in Brussels and Strasbourg offer a role-play game for young people installed in a dedicated space at the end of the permanent exhibition. It is a separate activity within the wider visitor facilities
offered by PLM. The role-play game – like the rest of the exhibition available in all official languages – accommodates 16 to 32 players from an age of 14+. It lasts for approx. 2.5 hours depending on the progress of
the game and has to be pre-booked. The students/young people are given the roles of MEPs of four political
groups discussing two fictitious cases in order to simulate the legislative process (water solidarity and personal
identification).
The game is fully automated and there is no need for a game master or a teacher or a member of administrative
staff to be present. The students use mobile phones to guide them through the game and the dedicated roleplay space (which is reserved for them for the duration). The game as we see it today has not been changed
since the opening of PLM in late 2011, but has nevertheless been very successful ever since. Pre-bookings
usually have to be made around 4 months in advance. The game was developed by the Norwegian company
Media Farm, who have also developed a similar game for the Danish Parliament (and possibly also for other
Scandinavian countries).
Based on this game used in the fixed spaces in Brussels and Strasbourg, we have recently developed a mobile
version of the game for wider use in the member states.
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Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Up to 2 sessions per day

Duration

Each game lasts approximately 2.5 hours.

Content and
organisation

Parliament; the game was developed by the Norwegian company
Media Farm, who have also developed a similar game for the Danish
Parliament. Parliament oversaw the content and overall concept.

Organisation/
implementation

The role-play game is fully automated and there is no need for a game
master, guide, teacher or member of administrative staff to be present.

Venue

Based on this game, which is used in the fixed spaces in Brussels and
Strasbourg, we have recently developed a mobile version.

Web presence

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/homepage/pageContent-area/
offer/role-play-game

Objectives and
content

The students/young people are given the opportunity to play the role
of MEPs from four political groups, discussing two fictitious cases in
order to simulate the legislative process (water solidarity and personal
identification).

Educational meth
ods and formats

The students use mobile phones to guide them through the game and
the dedicated role-play space (which is reserved for them for the duration of the game).
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FIJI

Parliament Bus
outreach programme
The Fijian Parliament has a functional unit called the Civic Education and Media Unit tasked with ensuring that
members of the public are aware of the roles and functions of Parliament, know the work it is undertaking and
participate actively in the parliamentary processes. This is achieved through the formulation of a Community
Engagement Strategic Plan and the implementation of education and engagement programmes under the plan.
The Strategic Plan identifies four key focus areas needing special attention, namely: Media, Youth, Women and
Rural & Remote Areas. The need to target rural and remote communities led to the introduction of two flagship programmes, the Parliament Bus and the Meet the Speaker programme. Both are community awareness
programmes that aim to educate Fijians about:
• the roles and functions of Parliament;
• the work of Parliament;
• and how Fijians can actively participate in the process.
Parliamentary staff and in some cases the Speaker of Parliament travel to remote communities to conduct the
programme. Most of these programmes have been realised with the support of the UNDP through the Fiji
Parliament Support Project.
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The majority of the schools and communities in remote areas of Fiji were covered by this extensive community
awareness programme, which is being continued by the Fijian Parliament. Furthermore, Parliament has developed key parliamentary education resources, including videos, which are distributed to communities and
schools across Fiji during outreach sessions. Many schools and communities around Fiji are becoming more
interested in Parliament after these outreach programmes, with many coming to visit Parliament for tours and
other business.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

Every 2nd week and sometimes weekly

Duration

1 day–1 week

Special events

To coincide with special days like International Day of Democracy,
Commonwealth Days, etc.

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials from the Civic Education and Media Unit

Organisation/
implementation

Staff of the Civic Education and Media Unit of the Fijian Parliament

Venue

School halls, school classrooms, community halls. Temporary sheds,
marquees in towns and cities

Programme output

Media and social media coverage. Press releases are released to the
media. A major output would be the increasing number of people
seeing their MPs about issues and the number of submissions to the
different Parliamentary Standing Committees.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Some of the issues raised by members of the public during outreach
sessions are shared with MPs. Members of the public are becoming
more aware of the parliamentary processes and many are seeing MPs
to air their views and making submissions to the Parliamentary Standing Committees.

Objectives and
content

The programme involves the Speaker and also the Parliament Secretariat in educating all Fijians about:
 The roles and functions of Parliament
 The work of Parliament
 How Fijians can engage and participate in the parliamentary
processes
The content includes:
 Presentation
 Question and answer session
 Quiz for school children
 Mobile exhibition space known as the “Parliament Discovery
Center” containing educational resources for distribution and
exhibitions providing more information about Parliament

Materials

Factsheets, modules (booklets of notes and exercises in line with the
Ministry of Education curriculum), “Discover Parliament” cards (8 sets
of cards with information about Parliament and its activities), Teachers
Guide for the “Discover Parliament” cards, parliamentary education
videos

Educational meth
ods and formats

Presentation, quiz, video presentation, exhibition, availability of parliamentary education packages, news releases & social media updates,
Speaker of Parliament presentation if the Speaker participates
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GEORGIA

Visitor’s Program
of the Parliament of Georgia
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The Parliament of Georgia welcomes interested individuals and/or groups to take a tour of the historic building
in Tbilisi in order to learn more about the mission, role and functions of the supreme representative legislature
of Georgia. On the 60- to 70-minute tour, visitors see the historic Parliament building, including the First Republic, David Agmashenebeli (Bureau), Shota Rustaveli and Queen Tamar halls, as well as the hall for plenary
sittings, the Cinema Hall (upon request) and the Press Centre. In addition, visitors will have an opportunity to
visit the Church of the Annunciation in the courtyard of the Parliament building. During the tour, which is led
by specially designated parliamentary staff, visitors learn about the history of the parliamentary system, the
structure, mission and roles of Parliament, and obtain useful insights into the law-making process.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

On a daily basis

Duration

60- to 70-minute tour

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials as part of their parliamentary administration
duties

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament of Georgia

Venue

Dedicated locations inside the Parliament building

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians invite students and school children from their constituencies. We provide a guided tour and arrange meetings after the
tour.

Objectives and
content

The Parliament of Georgia hosts interested individuals and/or groups
at the historic Parliament building to inform them about parliamentary
procedures, the legislative process, and the role and functions of the
supreme representative body of the country.

Materials

Educational brochure

Educational meth
ods and formats

Excursions, guided tours
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GERMANY

International
Parliamentary Scholarship
The International Parliamentary Scholarship (IPS) is run by the German Bundestag as a worldwide programme
to foster democracy in cooperation with three Berlin universities and the political foundations. The scholarships provide 120 qualified, politically interested participants from meanwhile 49 countries with very direct,
hands-on insights into German parliamentary democracy. Ideally, the knowledge and skills imparted to participants should encourage them to contribute to or help build an active civil society in their home countries.
Extensive alumni activities are designed to support this objective.
The IPS offers a four-week theoretical part on parliamentary democracy, the activities of the German Bundestag and the pluralist society consisting of lectures, discussions, seminars and workshops, as well as excursions.
A three-month internship in an MP‘s office provides hands-on insights into committee work, plenary work and
constituency activities. A concomitant academic programme offered by the three Berlin universities as well as
seminars by the political foundations complete the programme.
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In addition to the regular programme, the IPS offers two special four-week programmes, one for the Arab
states and one for the sub-Saharan states. While comparable with the regular programme in terms of overall
conception, these are condensed programmes with content specifically tailored to the respective cultural area.

Age group

25–60 years

Frequency

Annual

Content and
organisation

A panel of MPs attached to the Council of Elders is responsible for
 olicy guidance to the IPS, the administration of the German Bundes
p
tag for its organisation and conceptual design; the Speaker of the
German Bundestag acts as patron of the IPS.

Organisation/
implementation

The administration of the German Bundestag is responsible for the
organisation. For the academic activities it receives support from the
three Berlin universities and the seminars offered by the political foundations.

Venue

Rooms in the Parliament building, ministries, memorial sites, academic
institutions, and others

Programme output

The programme involves an image film, clips, photographs and a social
media presence.

Role of
parliamentarians

MPs select the scholarship holders and are involved via discussion
rounds and the three-month internship in an MP’s office. As patron of
the programme, the Speaker of the Bundestag meets the scholarship
holders at least once, at the annual IPS reception.

Web presence

The IPS is presented on the website of the German Bundestag and on
the social media channels of the German diplomatic missions abroad
and the German cultural institutes.

Objectives and
content

Educating participants about parliamentary democracy in a pluralist
society, presentation of the tasks of an MP and committee work in the
German Bundestag, informing about legislative processes, possibilities
for participation within society, the function of NGOs in the political
decision-making process, educating about a culture of remembrance
as a political remit, explaining the design of minority protection (in
Parliament and in society). Strengthening tolerance and understanding for cultural diversity.

Educational meth
ods and formats

In its theoretical part the IPS educates about the essential pillars of
 arliamentary democracy in Germany, a pluralist society, the protecp
tion of minorities and the culture of remembrance by means of l ectures,
seminars, discussion rounds, simulation games and workshops. Excursions, e.g. to memorial sites in the context of remembrance culture,
offer a personal experience. A three-month internship in an MP’s office
constitutes the main part of the scholarship. The programme is complemented by academic activities offered by the three Berlin universities and one-week seminars run by the political foundations.
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GREECE

Protect Democracy
Protect Democracy is an educational programme for vocational secondary school students (15–16 years old)
which underlines the importance of protecting human rights.
Drama techniques are used to create an interactive learning environment in which the participants feel free
to seek, wonder and share their thoughts and points of view regarding two major historical periods in Greece,
“Years of Occupation (1941–1944)” and “Dictatorship (1967–1974)”.
The guided tours of The Site of Historical Memory in Korai Street that once housed the German Kommandantur lockups, the military camp in Haidari, the execution site at Kaisariani, the Law School and the National Technical University buildings give students the opportunity to discover by themselves what Nazism and Fascism
mean and what it is like to live under a non-democratic regime. They come to realise that using their minds is
the most powerful “weapon” against those who try to impose their rule using terror and violence.
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In these current times, it is vitally important to hear a child saying: “Democracy should not be taken for granted. If I don’t use my mind, I am like a piece of clay that others shape and form, allowing those who do think and
use their minds to control, manipulate and use me however they want”.

Age group

15–16 years

Frequency

Twice a month

Duration

9 months, throughout the school year

Special events

“Years of Occupation (1941–1944)” and “Dictatorship (1967–1974)”.

Content and
organisation

The employees of the Educational Programmes Department of the
Hellenic Parliament Foundation for Parliamentarism and Democracy
are responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Department of Educational Programmes of the Hellenic Parliament Foundation for Parliamentarism and Democracy organises and
implements all the educational programmes.

Venue

The Site of Historical Memory in Korai Street that once housed the
German Kommandantur lockups, the military camp in Haidari, the execution site at Kaisariani
The Law School and National Technical University buildings, the Hellenic Parliament building

Programme output

Photos, posters, videos are produced by the students/participants

Objectives and
content

Protect Democracy is an educational programme for vocational
secondary school students (15–16 years old) which underlines the importance of protecting human rights. The participants reflect upon
and discuss issues relating to Fascism, Nazism and dictatorial regimes.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Drama techniques (role play, simulations, questioning), films, guided
tours and excursions to emblematic memorial sites associated with
two major historical periods in Greece, “Years of Occupation (1941–
1944)” and “Dictatorship (1967–1974)”
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HUNGARY

Democracy Game
The Democracy Game is an all-day role-play programme for secondary school students. It demonstrates the
legislative process through the example of a fictitious bill. For that purpose the educational team writes a new
bill every half year.
Four school groups participate at once, representing four different parties with different values. These profiles
accompanied by the fictitious bill are sent to them several weeks before the event. During the preparation period they can draft amendments and also familiarise themselves with the other parties’ proposed amendments.
On the day, the participants attend plenary sittings, committee meetings and parliamentary group meetings,
culminating in the final vote. At the end of the day they hold a press conference where each party talks about
their experiences.
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The special feature of the programme is that the coalition doesn’t have a majority in Parliament (the coalition
and the opposition each have 40 MPs) so all the party groups have to cooperate if they want to succeed.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Once a month during the school year (10 occasions per year)

Duration

5–6 hours

Content and
organisation

The educational team of the Museum of the Hungarian Parliament

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

The whole programme takes place in the main Parliament building:
the hall of the former Chamber of Peers for the plenary sittings; committee rooms and the press conference room are also used.

Programme output

We take photos and make a small summary video after every democracy game, sometimes with external help.

Role of
parliamentarians

No, but students can meet MPs in another programme called A Private
Lesson in Parliament. In that programme they can talk to the MPs and
ask questions of any kind for 45 minutes.

Web presence

We use Facebook to share the photos with the participants.

Objectives and
content

Objectives: experiencing the work of Parliament up close; to improve
debating skills; to get youngsters involved and interested in public
affairs
Content: plenary sittings, committee meetings, meetings of parliamentary groups, press conference

Materials

The programme has a 3-week preparation period during which the
participants get their parliamentary group’s profile, the bill for which
they will be drafting amendments and additional documents with
general information about visiting Parliament and the legislative
process.

Educational meth
ods and formats

It’s a role-play programme where the participants can see for themselves what it is like to be an MP. After the programme the groups may
go on a guided tour of the Houses of Parliament.
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INDIA, LOK SABHA

Study Visits for students from
schools/colleges/educational
institutions
On request, PRIDE organises study visits for young people from various educational institutions. The visits last
4 hours and are designed to impart knowledge and first-hand experience on the role and functioning of Parliament and the place of Parliament in the Indian democratic set-up. Generally in groups of 40-50, the young
visitors receive a 45-minute briefing on the role and functioning of Parliament and other related topics from
a senior parliamentary officer. Sometimes Members of Parliament are also invited to interact with the visiting
students. The visitors are also shown a short documentary about the making of India’s constitution before
being taken to the main Parliament building to watch the proceedings of Parliament if it is in session.
If the Parliament is not in session, the visitors are taken on a guided tour of Parliament House, including the Lok
Sabha (House of the People), Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Central Hall. Afterwards, the guests are taken
on a guided tour of the Parliament Museum, which is an interactive story-telling museum on the democratic heritage of India spanning 2,500 years of Indian history. The story is told with the aid of walk-through period settings
with sound, light and video animation, large-screen interactive computer multi-media, immersive visualisation
with multi-screen panoramic projection, virtual reality and animatronics. The visiting students are also taken to
the Parliament Library, which was established in the year 1921 to assist members of the Indian legislature.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

7–8 study visits organised every month

Duration

Half a day (4 hours)

Content and
organisation

Parliament of India (PRIDE)

Organisation/
implementation

Organised by Parliament of India (PRIDE)

Venue

Parliament House complex including both Chambers, the Central Hall,
the erstwhile Princess’ Chamber, the Parliament Library and Parliament Museum.

Programme output

The programme generates group photographs of the visiting participants with Parliament in the background.

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians take a keen interest in the programme and interact
with the participants on most tours. Quite often, Members of Parliament themselves take the initiative to bring participants to Parliament
on study trips from their constituencies.

Objectives and
content

The programme generally lasts half a day (4 hours). To begin with the
participants are given a sneak peek into the Parliament as an institution, its activities, its functioning, its position in the democracy. Thereafter they are given an opportunity to witness the proceedings of the
House. The programme also includes a guided tour of the Parliament
House, which is a Heritage Building. They also visit the Parliament
Museum housed in the Parliament House complex for a guided tour.
The Museum encapsulates India’s rich and ancient tradition of democratic, people-centred governance. A visit to the Parliament Library is
also part of the programme. Efforts are also made to arrange chance
interactions between the participants and Members of Parliament for
a face-to-face experience.

Materials

Educational leaflets/handouts are given to the participants. The participants can also purchase parliamentary publications and souvenirs
from the outlets in the Parliament House complex.

Educational meth
ods and formats

 There is a virtual tour of Parliament House on the website of the
Parliament of India for orientation.
 A lecture/presentation by a dignitary/senior parliamentary officer
about the various aspects of Parliament
 A short documentary on the making of the Indian constitution is
also shown.
 The participants are taken on a guided tour of the Parliament
House. When Parliament is sitting, the participants also witness
the proceedings of the House. A guided tour of the Parliament
Museum and Parliament Library is also arranged. The Museum features simulations of selected historical events.
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These educational tours of the Indian Parliament enrich the school and college curriculum and teach young
people about how democracy works.
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INDIA, RAJYA SABHA

Guided tour of the
Parliament House Complex
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The tour is designed to familiarise visitors with notable aspects of the practice, procedure and history of the
Parliament and see for themselves the magnificent Parliament House consisting of the Chambers of Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and the Central Hall. Visitors are also taken on a tour of the Parliament Museum, which is an
interactive story-telling museum on the democratic heritage in India, spanning 2,500 years of Indian history.
Visitors can apply to visit either through Members of Parliament or the staff of the Secretariat. Students from
schools/colleges/universities can approach the Secretary General directly via their principals.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

Regularly during inter-session period. In 2019, tours for 12,320 persons
were conducted.

Duration

Approx. 1 hour

Content and
organisation

The Parliamentary Security Service, Rajya Sabha Secretariat

Organisation/
implementation

The Security Assistants of the Parliamentary Security Service are
deputed to escort visitors and conduct the tours.

Venue

Parliament House consisting of the Chambers of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha, and the Central Hall. The visitors are also taken on a tour of the
Parliament Museum located in the adjacent Parliament Library building.

Programme output

No, it is limited to an oral presentation.

Role of
parliamentarians

Members of Parliament do not play a role in the guided tours, but they
do encourage people from their constituency to undertake such a tour
and send requests for the same to the Security Service on behalf of
potential visitors.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The tour is designed for visitors other than MPs and therefore does not
have an influence on Parliamentary debates and procedures.

Objectives and
content

To give factual and detailed information on the history of the Parliament, its building and parliamentary procedure and proceedings.
Visitors are also given a brief presentation about the statues and
portraits installed in the complex.

Materials

No, it is limited to an oral presentation. No educational material is distributed during the tour.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Guided tour of the Parliament House complex during the inter-session
period for all visitors. Tours for students and school groups have an
educational focus.
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IRELAND

Parliamentary
Workshop Experience
In 2016 a new subject called Politics and Society was introduced for upper secondary school students (16-18
years old) in the Republic of Ireland. 42 schools were involved in the initial pilot phase of this new subject. To
support these schools the Parliamentary Workshop Experience was developed.
Schools were informed that they would be taking part in a debate as part of their visit. The topic of the debate
could be to do with the democratic process in general or a topic from the Politics and Society curriculum.
The most popular topic has been the proposal to reduce the voting age from 18 to 16. This process starts two
weeks before the visit, so students have time to research their points before they present them as part of the
debate. The school also elects one of their class group to act as chair of the debate and another to act as note
taker. They get a chance to talk at the end of the debate.
When the students arrive they are given a tour lasting for approximately 30 minutes before moving into the
Committee Room. The Parliamentary Education Officer gives a short presentation on the work of Parliament.
This presentation is personalised for each school, with any questions from the students or teacher answered.
Some teachers will ask for particular aspects of the work of Parliament to be examined in more detail than
others. Once this is finished the students take over with the debate element.

58

© Austrian Parliamentary Administration / Ireland

The elected representatives usually come in at the end of the workshop. They will go through their work with
the students and answer any questions they may have. This interaction provides a valuable insight into the life
and work of a public representative.

Age group

16–18 years

Frequency

There are four sessions every week: two on Monday and two on Friday.

Content and
organisation

The Parliamentary Education Officer liaises with the schools and develops the content in conjunction with them. The tour is conducted
by the Ushers.

Organisation/
implementation

The programme is organised by the Parliamentary Education Officer
and the school.

Venue

The programme takes place within the Parliament buildings, with most
of the session taking place in one of the Committee Rooms.

Programme output

Outputs generally tend to be social media posts. The schools, elected
representatives and the Parliament avail of the opportunity to publicise the event and feedback has been very positive.

Role of
parliamentarians

Elected representatives are notified in advance that students from
their constituency are taking part in the programme should they wish
to meet and engage with them.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Not directly, but it has developed the concept of an open Parliament
and there have been a number of high-profile events in both Chambers which have involved young people having a say on a wide variety
of issues.

Objectives and
content

 To introduce students to the work and functions of the Houses of
the Oireachtas
 To describe how the legislative process operates
 To illustrate how they can engage with the Parliament through
different means

Materials

The Parliamentary Education Officer will provide schools with a copy of
the presentation used on the day, which is tailored to each individual
school. Schools will also work with their teacher and the Parliamentary
Education Officer to develop the debate which they will take part in
during their visit.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Students are provided with a guided tour when they arrive, and are
then taken to the Committee Rooms, where they are given a presentation on the work, functions and roles of the constituent parts of Parliament. They then engage in a debate on an aspect of the democratic
process which they have been working on for a number of weeks in
advance. They will then have the opportunity to meet with their local
representatives.
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ISRAEL

Connecting to the Knesset
The Connecting to the Knesset programme – an initiative of the Speaker of the Knesset, MK Yuli Yoel Edelstein – brings communities, especially in Israel’s periphery, hands-on educational activities to enhance citizens’
commitment to democracy and their understanding of the Knesset’s work. Content is conveyed through
games and learning stations adapted to groups from kindergarten pupils to the elderly. The project is carried
out together with the Ministry for the Development of the Negev and Galilee and the Ministry of Education.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

About twice a month, though the frequency fluctuates depending on
other activities in the Knesset

Duration

2–4 hours, depending on activities

Content and
organisation

The Knesset Visitor Center

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

The programme can be held in schools, community centres and other
institutions. On special occasions the activities are geared to a whole
town or region, with a focus on peripheral areas. The locations are selected by the Visitor Center in coordination with the Speaker’s Office.

Programme output

Sometimes, with the approval of the hosting institution, videos and
photos of the activity are published on the Knesset social networks. On
the above-mentioned special occasions, the activity usually receives
coverage in the media and social networks.

Role of
parliamentarians

The Speaker of the Knesset regards Connecting to the Knesset as a
highly significant programme and has thus taken an active role in various events. Members of the Knesset from various parties have joined
the Speaker on different occasions and took an active role as well.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

There have been cases in which students came up with proposals concerning legislation; these have been brought to the attention of various
Committee chairpersons and to the Speaker himself and have generated debates on various issues that concern citizens’ everyday lives.

Objectives and
content

Besides the tours of the Knesset, the Visitor Center has established
the Connecting to the Knesset programme, in which representatives
from the Knesset (including the Speaker, Knesset Members, and guides
from the Visitor Center) travel around the country to forge closer ties
between the Knesset’s work and the public. This is an interactive experience with various learning, games and activity stations tailored to
various age groups.
(This programme appears on the website as Knesset on Wheels).

Materials

Each activity in the Connecting to the Knesset programme has a written
training outline that describes the activity’s details, its central message,
the target audience and duration. The programme also includes the accessories required to conduct the activity and other relevant content.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The various activities include role-play games (including voting in the
plenary and a mock committee discussion) and other games and activities, experiential learning stations and more, all led by guides from the
Knesset Visitor Center.

The programme includes two events:
	
Discovery Days: The Speaker of the Knesset and several Members from various parties participate in educational activities in dozens of schools in a given town or region. They teach the children and teenagers
about the structure of the Knesset, bills, the role of committees, elections, democracy, and more.
	
Knesset Stage: Held twice to date – in Dimona (south) and Migdal HaEmek (north). A model of the
Knesset is set up in the city centre, and thousands of residents participate in activities like snakes-and-ladders, role play, voting on bills (including a mat depicting the Plenary Hall and ballot papers to vote “for” and
“against”), and a mock committee debate.
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Connecting to the Knesset was conducted approximately 80 times in 2019, with thousands of participants.
Speaker Edelstein has said, “Leaving the Knesset Building is part of parliamentary transparency and accessibility, which is important to express in various ways. This gives new meaning to the Knesset as the ‘House of the
People’ that conducts meaningful and engaged dialogue with citizens.”

61

JAPAN, HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS

Special Experiential
Learning Program of
the House of Councillors
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The House of Councillors (HoC) offers a Special Experiential Learning Program to school children who visit the
Diet. This programme provides them with the opportunity to participate in a role-play that simulates committee meetings and plenary sessions of the Diet. After watching a video that explains how the Diet is organised
and what procedures are used in the legislative process, the students play the roles of Speaker of the HoC,
chairperson of the committee, Government ministers, committee members, and Diet members. They re-enact
a scenario that is prepared in advance based on a bill actually deliberated in the Diet and thereby experience
the workings of committees and plenary sessions. The venue for the programme is modelled on official Committee Rooms and the Chamber of the House of Councillors, with seating the same as that actually used by
committee members and ministers. At the end of the programme, all participants cast a push-button ballot.
After participating in a role-play to learn about how laws are passed, they are taken on a tour of the National
Diet Building. This programme is a unique initiative of the HoC that began in 2002, and as of December 2019
approximately 1.32 million young people have participated.

Age group

10–15 years (students 15 to 18 years old may participate if interested)

Frequency

Four times a day, Monday to Friday, at 09:30, 11:00, 13:00 and 14:30

Duration

The programme itself (1 hour) and the tour of the National Diet Building (1 hour) take approximately 2 hours in total.

Content and
organisation

Public Information Division, General Affairs Department, Secretariat of
the HoC

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Dedicated venue in the annexe of the HoC

Programme output

Students who participate in the programme receive the minutes of the
committee and plenary sessions in which they participated.

Role of
parliamentarians

Although members of the HoC do not ordinarily take part in the programme, it is unique to the HoC and was initiated through a decision
of the Board of Directors of the Standing Committee on Rules and
Administration of the HoC after their official visit to Australia in 2001,
where they were briefed on a “Parliamentary Education Office (PEO)
hands-on education programme’’ run by the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

There is no direct effect.

Web presence

The Special Experiential Learning Program page of the HoC website
contains an overview of the programme as well as instructions on how
to apply to participate, FAQ, and the pamphlets.
https://www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/taiken/t_program/t_program.html

Objectives and
content

The programme is available throughout the year. The object of the
programme is to promote understanding of the National Diet by
providing primary and lower secondary school pupils with the opportunity to learn about Japan’s parliamentary system by participating in
a simulated parliamentary process.

Materials

Children who participate in the programme receive a pamphlet that
explains how the Diet is organised and the procedures used in the legislative process. These pamphlets can also be downloaded from the
website.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Children who participate in this programme learn about how the Diet
operates through a simple, easy-to-understand role-play that simulates the deliberation of a bill in committee as well as a plenary session
of the Diet. The programme also includes a tour of the National Diet
Building (HoC).
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Age group

All age groups

Frequency

Regular exhibits

Duration

Usually half an hour

Special events

Museum staff may explain special exhibits at visitors’ request

Content and
organisation

Museum staff belong to the House Secretariat. The Museum is responsible for the content of the exhibits and audiovisual information.

The Parliamentary Museum introduces the organisation and management of the Diet through materials and
videos, and collects and regularly exhibits materials related to the history of parliamentary government.
Audiovisual information allows visitors, mostly school groups, to learn about elections, the Diet’s structure
and functions, the legislative process, and deliberations on the budget. Visitors can also test their knowledge
with quizzes.

Organisation/
implementation

School teachers, including university lecturers, lead groups of students.
Museum staff sometimes assist them.

Venue

The Museum is situated in front of the Diet Building.

The Museum has a replica Chamber of the House of Representatives, where visitors can learn what parliamentarians do in plenary sittings. There is an exhibit on the history of stenography, through which visitors,
including adults, can understand how verbatim records of proceedings are produced. Regular exhibits include
materials about past electoral system reform.

Role of
parliamentarians

Some parliamentarians invite their local primary school. The parliamentarians sometimes meet with the students.

Objectives and
content

The Parliamentary Museum provides audiovisual information on the
organisation of today’s Diet and the history of parliamentary democracy in Japan and also exhibits educational materials for all age groups.
The information on the organisation of the Diet is targeted at school
children from primary to secondary school level.

Materials

The Museum does not provide teachers or students with materials for
preparation, though staff may give an oral explanation beforehand at
teachers’ request.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Visitors to the museum are expected to learn by themselves through
exhibits and audiovisual information. Students usually visit the museum in groups, led by their teachers. Preliminary explanations about
exhibits and guided tours of the Museum may be provided at teachers’
request.

JAPAN, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Parliamentary Museum
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When asked, museum staff provide an outline of the regular exhibits for school classes. For special exhibits,
guided tours are provided by the Museum upon request.
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JORDAN

Fellowship project with
the House of Representatives
The House of Representatives and the King Abdullah II Fund for Development signed a memorandum of understanding on the education and training of 140 young men and women in the House of Representatives
under the auspices of the fellowship project, which aims to create youth leaders from different governorates
able to bring about change by increasing their awareness of the various national issues and challenges.
The programme aims to:
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• inform young people about the decision-making process in the Parliament;
• create youth leaders capable of instigating change by increasing their awareness of the various national
issues and challenges;
• broaden the base for youth participation in public life;
• provide an opportunity for young people to have practical training in the legislative and supervisory
institutions;
• refine the personal skills of the participants in various fields.

Age group

20–30 years

Frequency

2 days a week, 8 hours per day from Sunday to Thursday

Content and
organisation

The administration of the Jordanian House of Representatives is
responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The House of Representatives with the King Abdullah II Fund for
Development

Venue

Inside the Parliament building (different directorates), plenary meeting
halls and committee meeting halls

Programme output

Participants in the programme submit their suggestions, research and
recommendations to the Parliamentary Committees and to the Members of the House of Representatives.

Role of
parliamentarians

By holding meetings, discussion sessions, open dialogue with heads of
Parliamentary Committees

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The recommendations output has no direct impact on parliamentary
debates and procedures.

Web presence

www.kafd.jo
@kadf

Objectives and
content

Giving young people a real opportunity to learn and know about the
respective roles of the House of Representatives as an essential tool in
the democratic process and the stages of decision-making

Educational meth
ods and formats

Dialogue session, working groups, workshops, research, meeting with
MPs and committee, training
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KENYA

Parliamentary
Outreach Programme
The Standing Committee on Public Outreach was set up to spearhead outreach activities and to connect
Parliament to the public by informing the public on the roles of Parliament and to provide an opportunity to
receive feedback.

Age group

8–60 years

Frequency

At least 7 times a year

Duration

At least 3 days

Special events

The programme is held during the four major annual trade fairs in the
country as well as during the Devolution Conference, the Legislative
Summit and Senate sittings in the counties.

Content and
organisation

The Parliamentary Service Commission through its Standing Committee on Parliamentary Outreach is responsible. The Committee is
composed of nine staff from various offices within the Parliamentary
Service and is appointed by the Clerk of Senate.

Organisation/
implementation

The programme is organised by the Parliament of Kenya.

Venue

The programme takes place on the sidelines of the above-mentioned
events, which are held in various counties within the country.

Programme output

A report is prepared for consideration by the relevant body of
Parliament with the purpose of assessing the performance of the
programme. Further, news articles are generated for the Parliament
website and the mainstream media. A video and photo documentary
is also prepared for the Parliament.

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians have a role to play in the programme. In some
instances, they are the ones engaging the public directly by sharing
information on parliamentary practices and procedures as well as
having a Q&A with the public. Parliamentarians also participate in
television interviews and are involved in panel discussions in front of
the public and stakeholders.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The views of the public are incorporated in a report that is shared
with the relevant body within Parliament for deliberation and
consideration.

Objectives and
content

To impart knowledge on parliamentary procedures, inform the public
on how they can present matters before Parliament, partnering of the
legislature and the public

Materials

The Parliamentary Outreach Committee distributes educational material during its programme. The materials are prepared in advance by
the Committee in partnership with the various offices of Parliament
and are distributed free of charge.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Discussions, quizzes, distribution of published parliamentary materials, documentaries, guided tour and question and answer sessions

Objectives of the Parliamentary Outreach Programme:
• To develop a public communication plan and an effective implementation strategy that articulates Parliament’s functions and programmes to the public.
• To monitor Parliament’s brand to ensure a good image of the institution and advise on corporate social
responsibility strategies.
• To create an effective feedback mechanism for the public to air their views on the work of Parliament.
The mandate of the Committee includes:
• Working out a programme of activities to be undertaken in the outreach programme.
• Establishing a parliamentary gallery/museum for display of items of public interest and historical importance relating to parliamentary democracy.
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The Committee reports to the Parliamentary Service Commission, which is composed of members of the Senate and National Assembly.
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LAT VIA

The Youth Parliament
Since 2011 the Latvian Parliament has been organising the Youth Parliament, which gives young people aged
from 15 to 20 the opportunity to experience what it is like to be an MP and present and defend one’s ideas
in Parliament. The Youth Parliament almost precisely replicates the work of the real Saeima. The aim of the
project is to raise awareness of the democratic process, provide experience of the daily work of the Parliament
(the law-making process in committees and plenary sessions), as well as provide a platform for discussion on
topics of interest to young people.
In the first stage of the project, members of the Youth Parliament are elected in a public vote on the project’s
website – the virtual election platform www.jauniesusaeima.lv. The 100 elected youth MPs then convene for a
one-day Youth Parliament event. The outcomes of the project are declarations adopted by the Youth Parliament, which are forwarded to the MPs of the Saeima for information.
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The Youth Parliament is a great opportunity for young people to discuss topical issues, speak from the Saeima rostrum, meet other politically active young people, learn about the work of the legislator, and gain
unique experience.

Age group

15–20 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

Online elections 2–3 months before the event; Youth Parliament
event – one working day

Special events

Latvia’s centenary, European Parliament elections, etc.

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials (Public Relations Bureau) as part of their duties.

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament

Venue

Actual sites where the legislative process takes place: the Plenary
Chamber, Committee meeting rooms

Programme output

Declarations adopted by the Youth Parliament are forwarded to the
MPs of the Saeima for information. Adopted declarations, information,
photos and videos are available on the virtual platform of the Youth
Parliament at www.jauniesusaeima.lv.

Role of
parliamentarians

The actual Speaker of the Saeima chairs the Plenary Session of the
Youth Parliament, Committee Chairs lead the work of their respective
Committees.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

MPs of the Saeima can use declarations adopted by the Youth Parliament in their daily work.

Web presence

www.jauniesusaeima.lv

Objectives and
content

The one hundred most popular ideas put forward by young people
provide a chance for their authors to participate in the Youth Parliament: to convene in a parliamentary session organised specially for the
Youth Parliament and discuss ideas from the rostrum of the Plenary
Chamber.

Materials

Practical public speaking workshops for young people who are willing
to participate in the Youth Parliament

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play: the Youth Parliament closely resembles the work of the
real Saeima; participants in the Youth Parliament can become Presidium Members of the Youth Parliament, Committee Rapporteurs etc.;
Online tools: Youth Parliament MPs are elected via an online platform;
Workshops and simulations: Youth Parliament participants discuss
their ideas in Committees
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LIECHTENSTEIN

Guided Tours
for School Groups
On average, the Landtag of the Principality of Liechtenstein hosts 2 to 3 guided tours for school classes per
month in consultation with the teachers responsible. During these tours, the students visit the exhibition “The
History of the Landtag” and are shown around the premises. An expert from the Parliamentary Service explains the functioning of Liechtenstein’s Parliament and the course of a session including the technical equipment (voting system, camera, microphones, monitors, etc.). Occasionally, a Member of Parliament takes part in
the demonstration and answers questions from the group. The guided tour lasts between 1 and 1.5 hours and
the participants receive a copy of the Landtag brochure, which contains the most important historical facts
and explains the functioning of the legislative process as well as the essential rights and duties of the Members
of the Landtag, the Government and the Prince Regnant.
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Age group

8–25 years

Frequency

Approx. twice a month

Duration

Between 1 and 1.5 hours on average

Special events

300th anniversary of the Principality of Liechtenstein, exhibition on the
history of the Landtag at the Landtag building

Content and
organisation

Members of the Parliamentary Service

Organisation/
implementation

Parliamentary Service

Venue

Landtag building (Plenary Hall, lobby, meeting rooms)

Programme output

Newspaper reports

Role of
parliamentarians

In part; they are available to answer questions, give explanations and
share their experience.

Objectives and
content

 Architecture
 Informing about legislative processes, functioning of the political
system
 Educating about the various fundamental rights and the democratic
rights of political participation
 A day in Parliament, example of a typical session and its structure
 Technical equipment

Materials

 Brochure
 Website

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Guided tours
 Direct information with on-site explanations
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LUXEMBOURG

Guided tours of the
Parliament Building
The guided tours of the Parliament building are geared to different age groups, from school classes to adult
groups. They start with a historical presentation, which is given in the lobby. The groups then enter the Plenary
Hall, where the guide explains parliamentary procedures and the legislative process. This part may also include
role-play in the Plenary Hall and involve Members of Parliament who tell the group about their work.
The final part of the visit takes place in the visitors’ gallery and ends at the television control room, where the
groups are shown how sessions are televised.
Groups can prepare for their visit to the Parliament by means of specially produced animated films (“The Parliament”, “Democracy”, etc.) which are complemented by worksheets. The material can be downloaded from
the Parliament’s website (politik.lu).
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Age group

8–60+ years

Frequency

Regular, on demand

Duration

Between 1.5 and 2 hours, depending on the group

Content and
organisation

 Staff members of Parliament’s Public Relations Department
 In the pipeline: closer cooperation with the Civic Education Centre
(ZpB)

Organisation/
implementation

Staff members of Parliament’s Public Relations Department

Venue

Actual law-making venues, preparatory work in the classroom based
on dedicated teaching material (worksheets and films)

Programme output

Photographs and sometimes posts on social media

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians are regularly involved in welcoming the groups and
also conduct part of the guided tour.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Resolutions passed by the Youth Parliament may be discussed by parliamentary committees. The tours themselves have no direct influence
on parliamentary proceedings.

Web presence

politik.lu

Objectives and
content






Materials

Groups can prepare for the visit by watching an animated film about
Parliament which comes with worksheets. The film and the worksheets
are available online (politik.lu), but can also be sent as paper copies
by mail.

Educational meth
ods and formats






Explaining parliamentary work and the functioning of institutions
Fostering the willingness to participate
Strengthening democratic awareness
Making Parliament seem less intimidating

Guided tours in the Parliament’s main building
Dialogue with MPs
Possibility to show animated films
Simulating a parliamentary session
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MALDIVES

Parliamentary
Education Seminar for
Secondary School Students
The Parliamentary Education Seminar for Secondary School Students is a programme offered since 2005 by
the Parliamentary Education section of the People’s Majlis to promote good governance, democracy, human
rights and parliamentary practices. Schools from different corners of the country are selected for the programme in coordination with the Ministry of Education. The content of this one-day seminar includes sessions
on 4 major topics: Constitutional History, Human Rights in the Constitution of the Maldives, Good Governance
and Parliamentary Practices. The young people participate in role-plays, small group discussions and questions and answers, and participants are provided with relevant materials such as leaflets and brochures, etc.
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An evaluation is carried out at the end of the seminar by means of an evaluation form, and a report is submitted to the Parliament secretariat. The evaluation shows that there is a significant improvement in students’
understanding of constitutional history, good governance, parliamentary procedures and human rights.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

2 to 5 secondary schools every year

Duration

8 hours

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary Education Section of the People’s Majlis – The Parliament of the Republic of Maldives

Organisation/
implementation

People’s Majlis – the Parliament of the Republic of Maldives

Venue

Selected school halls

Programme output

 Photographs
 News and photos of the seminar are published on the Parliament
website and on all other Parliament social media channels (Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram )

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

No direct impact

Objectives and
content

 Educate about constitutional history and the Parliament
 Promote awareness of democratic principles and parliamentary
procedures
 Understanding the pillars of democracy and human rights and
how they are incorporated in our constitution

Materials

Leaflets and brochures are prepared for the participants.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Lectures, work in small groups and questions and answers
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MALTA

National Youth Parliament
The National Youth Parliament gives young people aged 13-35 the opportunity to join themed “political parties” and draft their resolutions according to their given theme alongside their party colleagues. Young people
have the opportunity to air their views on a number of topics during this annual event.
The National Youth Council, which is the main organiser of the event, screens the applications, assigns them to
their respective “political party” and prepares participants for their upcoming parliamentary discussions. The
event culminates in an actual debate session in Parliament held with sitting Members of Parliament, where the
“political parties” submit their motions, debate them and put them to a vote.
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This event has served as a platform for young people to discuss national issues and put forward their ideas on an
institutional level while strengthening their characters and encouraging them to take an active role in society.

Age group

13–35 years

Frequency

Annual

Content and
organisation

The event is organised by the National Youth Council in collaboration
with Parliament.

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Debating chamber in Parliament

Programme output

The event generates a number of resolutions on various topical issues.

Role of
parliamentarians

Various parliamentarians join the debate and sit alongside the young
people to discuss the resolutions submitted by the “political parties”.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The adopted resolutions are presented to the Prime Minister, the
Opposition Leader and the President.

Web presence

http://www.knz.org.mt/index.php/parliament/the-nyp

Objectives and
content

The National Youth Parliament gives young people aged 13-35 the opportunity to join themed “political parties” and draft their resolutions
according to their given theme alongside their party colleagues. The
event culminates in an actual debate session in Parliament, where the
“political parties” submit their motions, debate them and put them to
a vote.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Parliamentary debate simulation and teamwork to draft the motions
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Programme output

The programme has been broadcast live on the channel of the National Assembly on national TV since 2019 and webcast on the website of
the National Assembly/Parliament TV. The press are also invited to the
event and there is wide coverage of it in the media, including posts
on social media which subsequently generate a high level of interest
among the public. After the second edition, various media platforms
invited participants in the NYP to share their views and experience during and after the NYP sittings and air their views on the future of the
country from a youth perspective.
Furthermore, the resolutions adopted are forwarded to the ministries/
departments concerned for their consideration and any action they
may deem appropriate, and the latter are subsequently requested to
provide a statement on actions taken or measures already in place.
This statement is reported at the following edition of the NYP.
Inspired by the model of the NYP, NYP alumni organised a similar one
at university level on the campus of the University of Mauritius with
the main objective of spreading knowledge about parliamentary functions and democracy.

Role of
parliamentarians

Members of Parliament are invited to attend the opening ceremony
and the NYP sittings. The Speaker of the National Assembly addresses
the participants during their training programme and the opening ceremony of the NYP. Furthermore, participants are given the opportunity
to interact with parliamentarians during the course of their training,
and a Member of the Government and of the Opposition are invited
to address the participants during the opening ceremony of the NYP.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The programme has no direct influence, however, the resolutions
adopted are transmitted to the ministries concerned for any action
they may deem appropriate.

Web presence

mauritiusyouthparliament.govmu.org

Objectives and
content

Participation of young people in a mock parliament with a view to
strengthening democracy, providing them with a better understanding
of the functions and operations of the legislature, kindling an interest in
and understanding of parliamentary history, etiquette and procedure,
developing public speaking skills, presentation, leadership and decision-making skills; and enhancing their ability to network with fellow
citizens for the achievement of common goals.

Materials

The website of the NYP provides information which is useful for advance preparation for the programme. The programme is designed
to encourage transmission of knowledge acquired. Following their
participation in the first and second editions of the NYP, some alumni
took the initiative to organise by their own means a similar youth parliament at university level.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play, simulations, induction and training programmes/materials,
interactive sessions, group discussions

MAURITIUS

The National
Youth Parliament
The National Youth Parliament (NYP), an annual event organised by the Mauritius National Assembly (MNA),
aims to educate young citizens in the 14-23 age group to have a better understanding of Parliament including
the democratic structures of the country. It is an academic simulation of the MNA in which some 80 participants role-play as Members and Officers of the Assembly.
The NYP’s aims and objectives are to provide young citizens with:
• a platform to discuss issues of national and international importance in a parliamentary setting with a
view to strengthening democracy;
• a better understanding of the functions and operations of the legislature, Constitution, Standing Orders
and Rules of the National Assembly, parliamentary traditions, conventions and practices; and
• the opportunity to develop their public speaking, presentation, leadership and decision-making skills and
enhance their ability to network with fellow citizens for the achievement of common goals.
A three-day training programme is carried out by the Assembly prior to the NYP sitting.
The resolutions adopted by the NYP are sent to the ministries concerned for consideration and appropriate
action (if any).
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Age group

14-23 years

Frequency

Annual (so far, two editions have been held – the first was in 2018 and
the second in 2019)

Duration

The National Youth Parliament lasts for two days. However, there is also
a three-day training exercise before the NYP opens.

Content and
organisation

Officials of the National Assembly

Organisation/
implementation

The National Assembly

Venue

The Parliament Building - Chamber of the National Assembly
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MEXICO

Youth Parliament 2019
The Youth Parliament 2019 was organised by the Political Coordination Board. 128 young people – equivalent to the number of members of the chamber – responded to the call of the Senate of the Republic to
spend three days (25, 26 and 27 April 2019) as popular representatives, giving them the opportunity to learn
and have the experience of being part of a legislative body.
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At the end of the debates, 32 legislative proposals were presented with the purpose of improving conditions
for this sector of the population.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

In this legislature, which began in August 2018, it has been held once.

Content and
organisation

The Political Coordination Board, which is composed of the coordinators of the parliamentary groups and other representatives of these
groups.

Organisation/
implementation

The Political Coordination Board

Venue

The Youth Parliament 2019 was held at the headquarters of the Mexican
Senate

Programme output

A Youth Parliamentary Report with 32 proposals made by young people
was drafted and delivered to the President of the Political Coordination Board

Role of
parliamentarians

The coordinators of some parliamentary groups were present at the
inauguration.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The programme and its results can be consulted by senators.

Web presence

YouTube videos and photos:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLrwY3W4JyA
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wh3MUwtK2zc

Objectives and
content

Objective: promote empowerment and a diversity of democratic
thinking among the participants
Content: The programme covers the functioning of the legislative power; powers and integration of the Mexican Senate; the legislative process and the structure of sessions of the Senate of the Republic.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Simulation of a session of the Senate, the political body responsible for
developing, reforming and approving federal laws
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MOLDOVA

“Know your Parliament”
Intellectual game
The game Know Your Parliament was devised in order to encourage more youngsters to get involved in the
decision-making process.
The activity has two rounds. The first round takes place in the Territorial Information Offices of the Parliament, with participants from each district of the country. Throughout the game, teams of six students
attempt to answer questions on society, democracy, the law-making process, elections, human rights, etc.,
which require a combination of knowledge and skills such as logical thinking, intuition, insight, etc. to find
the correct answer. There is a time limit of one minute for each question. The teams earn points if they manage to get the correct answer.
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The winners of the first round go through to the next and final one – the Know Your Parliament game, which
takes place in the Parliament building and is organised as a quest contest. The teams have to pass through 6
rooms - museum, library, press conference room, Europe Hall, a meeting room and the Plenary Hall. In each
place the participants are challenged to pass an intellectual test, and teams can only pass from one room to
the next after finding the password. The ranking is based on the quest completion time and the results of the
tests. At the end, the participants are awarded with certificates by the Speaker of the Parliament.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

 1st round (regional) – approx. 1.5 hours each
 2nd round – approx. 2 hours

Special events

The final stage of this programme is the start of the Open Parliament
Week.

Content and
organisation

Communication and Public Relations Department of the Parliament of
the Republic of Moldova in partnership with the Moldovan Intellectual
Games Club

Organisation/
implementation

Communication and Public Relations Department of the Parliament of
the Republic of Moldova in partnership with secondary schools

Venue

 1st round – at the Territorial Information Offices of the Parliament
 2nd round – dedicated rooms within the Parliament building, for
example plenary meeting hall, museum, library, etc.

Programme output

Photos and video stream on the Parliament’s social media channels,
press release on the website of the Parliament. Journalists have access
to the final stage of the programme, so the project receives good media coverage.

Role of
parliamentarians

We encourage MPs to get involved.

Objectives and
content

Gamify the civic education process, imparting an understanding of
democratic structures and processes, encouraging young people to
express their opinions, challenging their knowledge and teamwork
skills, encouraging a participatory mindset, making the education process competitive.

Materials

The programme offers information and materials for schools, teachers
and participants. The material can be used to organise such events in
their schools.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Working in small teams, preliminary independent research, attention
development, regional events (1st round – more than 10 teams at the
same event) and the final event (quest contest), excursion to Parliament

Key educational
elements

 Game-based learning
 Relying on logic, knowledge and erudition
 Competition between teams
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MONTENEGRO

“Barbara Prammer”
Democracy Workshops
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The “Barbara Prammer” Democracy Workshops, launched in cooperation with the Austrian Parliament, are an
educational programme of the Montenegrin Parliament for 8- to 15-year-olds. The interactive, age-appropriate
workshops educate school groups about parliamentary democracy, the functioning of the Parliament, the legislative process, the EU and human rights. The four-hour workshops are available on three topics: “Democracy
and Parliament”, “European Union”, and “Human Rights”. The children use the knowledge gained to produce
a newspaper or a radio/video broadcast, which is subsequently published on the programme website www.
demokratskeradionice.me. The programme aims to raise interest in politics and democratic processes, promote
self-expression and media literacy, contribute to the civic education curriculum in Montenegro and support
schools’ efforts to create a basic platform for citizens’ active involvement in society. Parliament covers the
travel costs to enable schools in the least accessible locations to participate, thus ensuring equal access across
the whole territory of Montenegro.

Age group

8–15 years

Frequency

Five times per week, Monday to Friday, except during official holidays
and school holidays

Duration

4 hours

Special events

Special workshops on the International Day of Democracy, National
Day of Parliamentarism

Content and
organisation

The Montenegrin Parliamentary Administration - Education Centre

Organisation/
implementation

The entire programme is organised and implemented by the Parliament of Montenegro.

Venue

Dedicated room (one workshop room) within the main Parliament
building, Plenary Hall and committee meeting rooms, mobile workshops on school premises

Programme output

Workshop participants prepare one of the three media products (newspaper, radio or video broadcast), which are published afterwards on
the programme’s website. Photographs and drawings are also made
during the workshops.

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians participate in the programme by acting as guests
and interviewees during the workshops. Their stay lasts approx. 1 hour.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Workshop participants attended events such as Parliament’s Education, Science, Culture and Sports Committee meeting, where they
had the opportunity to discuss the programme with the Committee
members.

Web presence

www.demokratskeradionice.me

Objectives and
content

The programme aims to educate school-age children about topics
such as democracy, Parliament, MPs, legislative procedure, human and
children’s rights, the EU, participation and many other civic education
topics. Three workshop themes are available: “Democracy and Parliament”, “European Union” and “Human Rights”, each of them covering
different subtopics.

Materials

Material about the workshops and media products prepared by participants are published on the programme’s website for future participants to look at. Handbooks on specific topics such as human rights
have also been prepared and distributed to school classes.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Each workshop provides for working in three small groups, where topics and working methods are adjusted to the age group. The children
participate in role play, both in the workshop room and plenary, perform independent research (literature, the Internet, workshop guests),
conduct street interviews, create media output (newspaper, video or
radio broadcast), and are taken on a tour of the Parliament.
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Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

2 weeks

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary officials as well as officials from the stakeholder institutions, e. g. Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, Ministry of Works
and Transport, Ministry of Health and Social Services, and development partners, e. g. UNICEF

Organisation/
implementation

National Assembly, Parliament

In carrying out this important activity, the Parliament works closely with UNICEF and other stakeholder institutions, including the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, the Ministry of Works and Transport, the Ministry
of Health and Social Services and other line ministries. The Ministry of Education provides guidelines for the
selection of a given number of learners from each region. A task committee of Parliament staff secures accommodation for these children while in Windhoek, prepares their orientation exercise and welcome dinner
reception and takes care of other logistical needs. The officials brief the children on how to prepare motions
and conduct debates in the Chamber. Namibia’s public media provides coverage of the Children’s Parliament.

Venue

National Assembly, Parliament buildings, Windhoek, Namibia

Programme output

Photos, social media briefings on the Parliament website. Motions produced by the Children’s Parliament are also shared with line ministries
with a copy to the Parliament, and these recommendations often find
their way into the country’s child welfare legislation and policies.

The Mission of the Namibian Children’s Parliament is to create a society with a high sense of responsibility of
which children and young people are part, with adults as partners.
The primary goal of the Children’s Parliament is to lobby or advise government and its law-making agencies to
fast-track policies to improve the rights and welfare of children and young people in accordance with national
legal instruments and the provisions of international conventions.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Motions and recommendations from the Children’s Parliament often
find their way into legislation and policies drafted by the National
Parliament for the welfare of children and young people across the
country.

Web presence

Information shared on Parliament website: www.parliament.na

Objectives and
content

Participation of the target group in parliamentary procedures, information on the legislative process and fundamental rights, the intention
being to inculcate a democratic culture amongst Namibia’s youth.

Materials

Members of the Children’s Parliament undergo a two-day orientation
programme, where they interact with resource persons including
educators before commencing their parliamentary session.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play, excursions, guided tours, workshops, international events
like IPU, engagement with other Children’s Parliaments and parliamentary exchange programmes

NAMIBIA

Children’s Parliament
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The Children’s Parliament is a programme initiated by the National Assembly to inculcate a democratic culture
amongst our youth and also to ensure that children’s concerns, as expressed by the children themselves, are
part of the national agenda.
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Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Approximately 35–40 school classes take part in this programme each
school day.

Duration

The duration of the programmes varies from 3.5 hours to 5.5 hours.

Content and
organisation

ProDemos – House for Democracy and the Rule of Law, an independent foundation, is responsible for the content and organisation of the
programme.

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Public area of the Plenary Hall of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, a dedicated room within the House of Representatives, the
Inner Court (outside) of the parliamentary centre and the ProDemos
building (with 8 workshop rooms and several rooms with interactive
installations where interactive role-plays take place)

Students from secondary schools and lower vocational schools follow a programme based on (1) learning
by doing, (2) a variety of activities and (3) on-site education. They visit the House of Representatives and the
Senate, but also participate in role-plays and other interactive exercises such as a simulated debate, a crisis
simulation and an outdoor treasure hunt.

Programme output

Output could be e. g. photos taken by teachers

Every school day, 35–40 school classes participate in this educational programme in The Hague, which is largely subsidised by the Ministry for the Interior and the House of Representatives. In 2019, almost 110,000 students
participated in this programme offered by ProDemos.

Role of
parliamentarians

They occasionally volunteer to speak to the school classes following
this programme. Students have the opportunity to ask the parliamentarian various questions, for example about certain topics, about
being a politician or about stories in the news. Approximately 1 in 5
students participating in this programme come into direct contact
with a parliamentarian.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The output has no direct impact on parliamentary debates and
procedures.

Web presence

https://prodemos.nl/voor-scholen/prodemos-binnenhof-scholen/

Objectives and
content

The objective of the programme is to have students learn about democracy and the rule of law, and to show what they themselves can do
to exert political influence.

Materials

The website of ProDemos offers a great variety of educational material
for students and teachers (https://prodemos.nl/leren/). This material can
also be used for advance preparation or follow-up.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The basis of our method is (1) learning by doing, (2) a variety of
activities/learning formats and (3) on-site education. In the programme
Political The Hague for Schools this means visiting the House of Representatives and the Senate and participating in role-plays and other
interactive exercises such as a simulated debate, a crisis simulation or
an outdoor treasure hunt.

NETHERLANDS

Political The Hague
for Schools
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The educational excursions organised as part of the programme Political The Hague for Schools are a service
offered by ProDemos - House for Democracy and the Rule of Law. The objective is to increase knowledge
about democratic procedures and the rule of law among young people and show what they themselves can
do to exert political influence.

91

NEW ZEALAND

How Parliament Works
How Parliament Works begins with an introduction to the structure, work, and roles in Parliament, followed by
visits to significant venues within the Parliament buildings. A meeting with the group’s electorate MP can also
be arranged (subject to availability). The programme runs for 90 minutes, and is designed for a wide range of
students from primary to tertiary level groups.
How Parliament Works is designed to provide young people with an introduction to the workings of the New
Zealand Parliament including discussion about the origins, structure, roles of Parliament and the impact it has
on our lives. The information is tailored to the age and needs of the group and provides opportunity for students to ask questions specific to their curriculum focus.
Visiting school groups can also request a meeting with their electorate MP (subject to availability).
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Following this, the group will visit selected venues within the Parliament buildings where possible, including
the Legislative Council Chamber, a select committee room, the Theatrette, and the Parliamentary Library. All
groups will visit the House of Representatives (debating chamber) during their visit, either from the floor of the
House, or from the public galleries above if the House is in session.

Age group

0–60 years

Frequency

Roughly 650 groups per year

Content and
organisation

Education team largely responsible for development and facilitation.
Often draw on skills from our wider Parliamentary Engagement team,
and look to external organisations to support the development of
these programmes.

Organisation/
implementation

Groups will contact Parliament to organise a visit to Parliament.
Off-site visits such as Speaker’s Outreach programmes are initiated by
Parliament.

Venue

Education Centre – laid out like the chamber, complete with Speaker’s
chair and Mace

Programme output

No – cannot take photos within the Parliament buildings (educator
may take a group photo in the chamber)

Role of
parliamentarians

Groups have the option to request a visit from their electorate
MP, though this is subject to availability. Afternoon visits on sitting days include a 20-minute visit to the House to watch the
parliamentarians in action.

Objectives and
content

Information on the legislative process, the role of Parliament, importance of general elections, representation in Parliament via voting
system (MMP), democratic rights

Materials

Two sets of school resources available to support visits, available for
years 5–8 and years 9–10. Teaching resource for teachers, also how to
run a role-play in class. Virtual reality tour for groups unable to visit in
person.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Guided tour, classroom enquiry learning, video resources, online
resources, role play
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NORTH MACEDONIA

My Point of View!
The My Point of View! (Имам став!) workshop represents a simulation of the debate in the plenary session on a
proposed bill as part of the legislative process in the Assembly. The participants are class groups from secondary schools across the country. The workshop is an adaptation of the game used in the Swiss Federal Parliament.
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The necessary preparations for the mock debate begin at least three weeks beforehand in the classroom. The
class teacher assigns roles among the students, who become different MPs representing three working bodies
(parliamentary committees). Each working body selects one of the eight predefined topics (political problems)
for discussion and debate. During the meetings in the classroom, students discuss potential solutions to the selected problem in their respective committees. The second stage of the workshop takes place on the premises
of the Assembly. A guided tour of the building and the halls of the Assembly is provided for the participants.
After a short introduction by PI staff, the simulation of the legislative debate begins, with students discussing
possible alternatives and debating the pros and cons in accordance with their assigned roles. The debate is
presided over by the Game Master (one of the PI staff), whose role is to keep order during the session and ensure that all voices are heard. The goal of the simulation is for the students to develop convincing arguments
in order to persuade their colleagues why their proposed solution is the right one. Once the debate is over, the
participants have the chance to vote on the proposed options.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

20 workshops per year, divided into two sessions: spring (Mar–Apr) and
autumn (Sep-Oct)

Content and
organisation

The Unit for Education and Communication of the Parliamentary Institute is responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Unit for Education and Communication of the Parliamentary
Institute is responsible for the organisation and implementation of this
educational activity.

Venue

This educational programme is held in one of the most notable rooms
in the Assembly, the Boris Trajkovski Hall, which closely resembles the
Plenary Hall of the Assembly. The students’ experience of Parliament is
thus as close to reality as possible.

Programme output

The best policies put forward by students are shared with parliamentarians as real policy makers.

Role of
parliamentarians

Since the educational activity has a competitive character, parliamentarians are part of the judges’ panel which evaluates the public policy
documents (policy briefs), as well as the level and quality of the debate
during the workshop.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Not officially. But the goal is for the MPs to receive the policy briefs
proposed by the students, take them into consideration and use them
in their daily work. If the workshops were to generate a new idea that
has an influence on debates and procedures in Parliament, it would be
a huge success.

Objectives and
content

The general goal of the workshop is familiarising young people with
the work of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia and the
legislative process, which will help develop their awareness of democracy and encourage and prepare them for critical social and political
thinking and involvement.

Materials

A preparatory seminar is organised for the teachers. Materials: written
guidelines for the activity, written guidelines for creating a policy brief
with examples and evaluation criteria

Educational meth
ods and formats

The My Point of View workshop represents a simulation of the
debate in the plenary session on a proposed bill as part of the legislative process in the Assembly.
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NORWAY

Demo Interactive Role-Play
Following a guided tour, the students enter the role-play venue where they will act as MPs.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

10 time slots per week

Content and
organisation

The Visitor and Educational Services Section, Communications
Department

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

500 square-metre dedicated premises inside the Parliament building,
including six offices for the fictitious political parties and a 34-seat replica of the Parliament chamber

Objectives and
content

Objectives: Imparting an understanding of democratic structures
and processes, giving students a better understanding of their political system and the duties of Parliament through an active “learning
by doing” approach. Challenging the students in debating technique
and teaching them how to argue for their beliefs. Building democratic
awareness.
Contents: Demo covers several topics in the curriculum: the role and
duties of Parliament (pass bills, pass the budget and scrutinise the government), the role of the media, threats to democracy.

Materials

The Parliament’s educational website offers resources for all target
groups that can be used beforehand or as a follow-up. However, our
experience shows that it is difficult to rely on all classes completing
advance preparation. Therefore, there is no mandatory preparation.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The role-play includes a customised guided tour, animated videos and
various assignments where participants discuss and prioritise political
issues, negotiate, prepare speeches, debate and vote.

Based on 10 questions regarding their opinions on various issues, the students are placed in six groups. Each
group discusses its political programme and chooses a party name, slogan and logo. The students thus shape
their own political landscape.
Mock elections are then held, and the results announced. Some students form the opposition, whilst others
act as MPs from the governing parties. Students interact with the media, their animated party leaders and each
other to pass bills and the budget. As the media reveal discreditable behaviour from a minister, they will also
act as guardians of democracy and scrutinise the government.
One role-play will differ from the next as the game adapts to the group’s core beliefs and choices. The students’ choices will thus influence both the political parties, their bills and the course of the game.
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The guiding principle throughout the concept is about, for and through democracy.

97

PAKISTAN

Guided Tours
of the Parliament
Recognising the importance of engaging the public, and especially the younger generation, the Senate of Pakistan has taken numerous initiatives to reach out to the masses. Most notable among these initiatives are the
Internship Programme for Young People and the Guided Tours of the Parliament.

Age group

8–60 years

Frequency

On a daily basis during the days when the Senate is in session

Content and
organisation

The Protocol, Media, Research and Project Management Unit of the
Senate of Pakistan are responsible for the development of the content
for the programme and its organisation.

Organisation/
implementation

The Senate of Pakistan organises these tours.

Venue

 Dedicated locations inside the Parliament House including the
Senate Hall, Senate museum and Gali-e-Dastoor
 Committee Rooms of the Senate of Pakistan for briefings

Programme output

Press releases are issued about the guided tours, and information about
the programme is also published on the social media platforms of the
Senate of Pakistan and included in the Annual Report of the Senate.

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians attend briefings and answer questions about the role
and functions of the Senate of Pakistan and their duties and responsibilities as Members of Parliament.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

During their engagement with the parliamentarians the visitors share
their concerns and recommendations, which are often reflected in the
parliamentary debates.

Objectives and
content

 To inform and educate young people about the parliamentary history of Pakistan and the role and functions of the Senate
 To raise awareness about the legislative processes and parliamentary tools of oversight of the executive
 To inform young visitors about parliamentary etiquette, protocol
and practices
 To inculcate the spirit of interactive and participatory democracy

Materials

The Senate Secretariat is currently in the process of developing specialised content to explain parliamentary processes in a simple manner,
targeted at different age groups.

Educational meth
ods and formats







Guided Tours of the Parliament:

98

© Austrian Parliamentary Administration / Pakistan

In order to reach out to the public, the Senate of Pakistan gives citizens the opportunity to witness the proceedings of the House and visit the Constitutional History Exhibition, which traces the historic timeline of
Pakistan’s constitutional process. Moreover, these tours also allow the general public to directly engage and
exchange ideas with the parliamentarians. A Visitors’ Gallery has also been installed, where members of the
public can obtain passes from a special counter and observe a sitting of the House.

Guided tours
Briefings
Observation of parliamentary proceedings
Q&A sessions
Distribution of copies of various publications
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POLAND

The Sejm of
Children and Youth
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The Sejm of Children and Youth (Polish: Sejm Dzieci i Młodzieży) was the first children’s and youth parliament
in Europe. “Young Deputies” (aged between 13 and 18 years) are selected from amongst participants in a national contest whose topic is related to the topic of the planned session. The Sejm of Children and Youth held
its first session in 1994 on the initiative of Chief of the Chancellery of the Sejm and President of the Polish Humanitarian Action, Janina Ochojska. The Sejm of Children and Youth is held every year, usually on 1st June (i .e.
on International Children’s Day). In 2019 it held its 24th session under the headline topic “Deputies to the Sejm
of the Second Republic. Their fates and activity in the period of World War II and the Occupation”.

Age group

13–18 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

1 day

Content and
organisation

The staff of the Chancellery of the Sejm (as part of their parliamentary
administration duties), acting in cooperation with other institutions, in
particular the Ministry of National Education

Organisation/
implementation

The Chancellery of the Sejm

Venue

Actual sites where the legislative process takes place, in particular the
Plenary Hall of the Sejm

Programme output

The Chancellery of the Sejm provides media coverage of the Sejm of
Children and Youth, including an online live broadcast of the plenary
sitting, photos, detailed reports on the Sejm’s website, as well as information in the social media.

Role of
parliamentarians

Members of the Presidium of the Sejm participate in the event, providing assistance to the chairpersons elected by the Young Deputies of
the Sejm of Children and Youth.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

No. Usually the Sejm of Children and Youth adopts a resolution, which
is sometimes addressed to institutions responsible for education. Resolutions are not binding upon their addressees. The implementation
of resolutions is not monitored.

Web presence

https://sdim.sejm.gov.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/sejmdzieciimlodziezy

Objectives and
content

Participation of the target group in parliamentary procedures (simulation of a parliamentary sitting)

Materials

Educational materials are available online, on a website dedicated to
the event (see above)

Educational meth
ods and formats

The event includes a sitting of a committee whose members are representatives of the “Young Deputies”, followed by a plenary sitting (lasting one day).
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Age group

Under 25 years of age

Frequency

Annual

Duration

3 days

Content and
organisation

The PRO-Democracy Association is in charge of the selection process;
the Educational Center of the Romanian Chamber of Deputies is in
charge of organising the debates, workshops and activities on the Palace of Parliament premises.

This programme is designed for young people (under 25 years of age) who want to learn about the legislative
process in Romania, about the activities of the Parliament and about the stages a law goes through from the
moment of its drafting to the moment of approval.

Organisation/
implementation

The Romanian Chamber of Deputies and the PRO-Democracy
Association

In general, the attendance at this event is between 150 and 160 young people.

Venue

Palace of Parliament

Programme output

The programme is promoted on the Romanian Chamber of Deputies
social media channels and through press releases on the official website of the institution. Sometimes the national press agencies take an
interest and do a segment on the daily news programme on television.

Role of
parliamentarians

The MPs usually hold speeches in front of the participants and the
Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies leads the plenary session.

Web presence

http://www.cdep.ro/relatii_publice/site2015.educatie_act?idl=2
https://www.facebook.com/cameradeputatilor/

Educational meth
ods and formats

Simulations, workshops, role play, team work

ROMANIA, CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES

Youth Parliament

The activity follows strict rules, simulating the legislative process of the Romanian Parliament. The participants
are organised into parliamentary groups and Standing Committees to learn how legislative initiatives are developed and debated. Finally, the young participants gather in the Plenary Hall of the Chamber of Deputies to
vote, in the plenary session, on the bills drafted and debated in the first two days.
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ROMANIA, SENATE

Youth Senate
The main objectives of the educational project Youth Senate are to familiarise school pupils with the way in
which legislation is elaborated and encourage direct interaction between the representatives of the legislative
forum and young people. The programme is based on three key concepts - promotion, innovation and communication. Open exclusively to secondary school pupils, it is a competition of ideas through which creative
thinking is encouraged and socio-political initiative developed. The event is organised every year, and pupils
are invited to present their own initiatives on topical subjects predefined by the Education Committee. The
theme of the edition that took place in February 2020 was “Bullying in schools and mass media”. The Committee on Education, Science, Youth and Sport has the role of reporting committee, and other parliamentary
committees have an advisory role. The parliamentary committees are chosen according to the topic for which
the pupils elaborate proposals.
The direct involvement of a significant number of senators from all parliamentary groups in the debates of the
committee meetings and in the plenary session plays an important role, as the pupils are able to understand
in detail how each phase of the legislative process is carried out.
To carry out the activities, the pupils are split into groups for each advisory committee and the reporting committee. Another team of pupils play the role of media representatives.
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The pupils’ debates during the committee and plenary sessions are original and interesting, and the proposals
approved in the pupils’ plenary session are transmitted to the parliamentary groups for analysis, in order to
include them as proposals for future laws.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

1–2 days

Content and
organisation

The parliamentary staff co-ordinated by the Secretary General of the
Senate

Organisation/
implementation

The Standing Bureau of the Senate, in collaboration with the Committee on Education, Science, Youth and Sport and with the help (mediated by the Secretary General of the Senate) of School Inspectorates

Venue

The activities included in the Youth Senate project take place in the
meeting halls of the parliamentary committees and in the Plenary Hall.

Programme output

 Event publicity: press release, post-event announcement, photo
gallery, film
 The legislative proposals adopted by the pupils in the plenary
session are submitted to the parliamentary groups in order to
integrate them in the legislative process.

Role of
parliamentarians

Senators are actively involved in the committee meetings and the
plenary session.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The legislative proposals adopted in the pupils’ plenary session are
subsequently submitted to the parliamentary groups for analysis, in
order to incorporate them into future legislative acts.

Objectives and
content

The pupils are familiarised with the steps of the legislative process.

Materials

There are working meetings with the pupils and the coordinating
teachers before every educational activity, in order to introduce the
concept and the steps involved.

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Simulations of committee meetings and plenary sessions
 Role play
 Guided tours
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RWANDA

Youth Mentorship
for Future Leaders
The democracy workshop is a service offered by the Parliament of Rwanda aimed at promoting democracy
and the rule of law through presentations to the target groups, informing the young generation about the
parliamentary structures and processes that foster fundamental human rights and self-esteem.
The content focuses on national legislative processes, the functions and duties of parliamentarians, the basis
for democratic participation, Africa, the history of the Republic of Rwanda and the horrific 1994 genocide
against the Tutsi that befell our country.

Age group

8–60 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

8 hours

Special events

 International Democracy Day
 National Children’s Summit

Content and
organisation

Parliamentary Administration

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament of Rwanda

Venue

Parliament buildings

Programme output

 The participants generate resolutions or recommendations to be
implemented by the bodies concerned.
 The output is published on the official website of Parliament and
covered by mainstream media such as newspapers, radio and TV.

Role of
parliamentarians

They engage the participants on legislative procedures such as: oversight, appropriation of public finances through the budget, citizen participation, etc.

Objectives and
content

Participation of the target group in parliamentary practices, learning
about legislative procedures and human rights

Materials

Branded materials such as: caps, t-shirts, brochures

Educational meth
ods and formats

Presentations, video and guided tours

History is taught to the young generation so that values related to national cohesion, unity, reconciliation and
living in a progressive democratic country are well understood and sustained.
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SAN MARINO

National Day of
Education for Citizenship
The National Day of Education for Citizenship celebrated on 15 March was established by a Decision unanimously approved by the Parliament on 14 February 2019 with the goal of promoting a more active and conscious participation of citizens in public life for the well-being of the entire community.
On the occasion of this celebration, various activities and events open to citizens of different age groups are
organised by the Parliament and the Ministries for Internal Affairs and for Culture and Education in cooperation
with municipalities, cultural institutions, the university, schools, sport federations and associations.
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The intention is to strengthen the link between citizens and institutions and make a specific contribution to the
development and deepening of democratic culture and citizenship. With a focus on history, democracy and
fundamental principles of San Marino’s constitutional order, this initiative also promotes the values of solidarity and social cohesion to better meet present and future challenges.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

Once/twice a year

Duration

The events may take place over one or more days.

Special events

National Day of Education for Citizenship (15 March), International Day
of Democracy (15 September)

Content and
organisation

The events are held under the High Patronage of the Captains Regent
(Heads of State) and organised by the Parliament, the Ministry for the
Interior and the Ministry for Culture and Education, in cooperation
with municipalities, the university, schools, cultural institutions, sport
federations, associations and an external team.

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Parliament, theatres, conference centres, schools, the university, places
of historical interest and places of scenic beauty

Programme output

TV broadcasting and press releases, social media, photos

Role of
parliamentarians

They take part in the events.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The National Day of Education for Citizenship (15 March) was
established by a Decision unanimously approved by the Parliament on
14 February 2019.

Objectives and
content

Promoting the active and conscious participation of citizens in public
life, strengthening the link between citizens and institutions, promoting the values of solidarity and social cohesion, providing information
and education on history, democracy and fundamental principles of
San Marino’s constitutional order

Materials

Not necessarily

Educational meth
ods and formats

Audiences, meetings, round tables, workshops, Lectio Magistralis,
guided tours, excursions, theatre shows
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SERBIA

Simulations of
Parliamentary Sessions

(in-house and outreach programme)
Simulations of Parliamentary Sessions is an educational democracy programme devised with the aim of upgrading knowledge and understanding of the legislative process in Serbia, improving understanding of the
role of the Parliament and the importance of decision-making among young people.
Young people participate in a simulated session as MPs, implementing legislative proceedings. The programme is designed to enable the participants to work in caucuses, attend committee sessions, speak in the
Parliament, write amendments, and vote. Some are elected Speaker of the National Assembly, some are heads
of committees, some leaders of caucuses.

110

© Austrian Parliamentary Administration / Serbia

The teaching resources include leaflets, brochures, CDs, posters and other written material which provides
detailed instructions for participants on how to participate in all stages of passing a law.
The whole process is facilitated by the Education and Assembly Heritage Presentation Group.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

4 simulations per month, Monday to Saturday, except during national
holidays

Duration

3 hours

Content and
organisation

Secretariat of the National Assembly – Education and Assembly Heri
tage Presentation Group is responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Inside the Parliament building (Plenary Halls). Dedicated rooms in
schools and buildings of local assemblies across Serbia

Programme output

Media report (newspaper) and item for the Parliament’s website, photographs and video material, social media

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians very often play an active role in the simulations, especially during Parliament Week.

Objectives and
content

Young people participate in a simulated session as MPs, implementing
legislative proceedings. The programme is designed to enable the participants to work in caucuses, attend committee sessions, speak in the
Parliament, write amendments, and vote. Some are elected Speaker of
the National Assembly, some are heads of committees, some leaders
of caucuses.

Materials

Parliamentary sessions involve educational material such as leaflets,
posters and guide books. Teachers trained to conduct simulations
are provided with CDs with the simulation scenario, guide books and
posters.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Working in groups of 30-50 participants, students are divided into political parties and provided with CVs, the draft law, and other material
outlining the main course of their political action. They are given oral
instructions on how to participate in the session, write amendments,
and vote.
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SINGAPORE

Parliament in Session
The Parliament in Session experience is part of the Parliament of Singapore’s My Parliament Journey programme for school groups aged 13 to 19, which allows them to observe “live” parliamentary proceedings.
The 1.5-hour session allows the students to listen to Ministers and MPs debate on policies and details of proposed bills, observe how a vote is taken in Parliament and how the order paper illustrates the sequence of
parliamentary proceedings.
An initial briefing explains the rules the young people must adhere to during the observation session in the
Public Galleries. While in the Education Gallery (sound-proof), students are able to listen to commentaries
from the parliamentary staff/education guide on who sits where and which item on the order paper the MPs
are debating. At this point students have an opportunity to ask questions and have an engaging discussion
among themselves with the guide.
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This experiential learning journey also helps to emphasise related topics which are covered in their school
textbooks, such as “governance”.

Age group

13–19 years

Frequency

During every sitting

Duration

1.5 hours per group

Content and
organisation

The officers from the Education & Publicity Department are responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament Secretariat organises, with parliamentary staff/education
guides engaging with students

Venue

Dedicated locations in the Parliament House, including the Public and
Education Galleries

Programme output

Some photos and videos are shared on Parliament’s social media platforms and the My Parliament Journey portal.

Role of
parliamentarians

Participants ask questions based on the live proceedings; what was
said by the Members of Parliament, Speaker/Deputy Speaker and/or
Clerk of Parliament.

Web presence

https://myparljourney.parl.gov.sg

Objectives and
content

Participants attend and observe parliamentary debates “live”. More information on parliamentary procedures is provided, along with commentaries on the proceedings in progress.

Materials

Students and teachers are given the Parliament corporate brochure
and an order paper each for more information.

Educational meth
ods and formats

An initial briefing goes through the order paper for the session to
explain what to expect during the proceedings. More explanations,
including a Q&A session, are provided in the sound-proof Education
Gallery while students are observing the proceedings.

113

SLOVAKIA

Model Parliamentary Committee
Meeting for university students
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The Model Parliamentary Committee Meeting for university students is a project established under the Memorandum of Understanding of 2010 between the Faculty of Law of Comenius University in Bratislava and the
Chancellery of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. It is an educational simulation for law students,
teaching them debating and writing skills as well as critical thinking and teamwork. The activity is divided
into two sessions: (1) lectures on legislative process and (2) model committee meeting. The participants are
assigned different roles (e.g. committee chair, committee members, rapporteur, teller, Government members,
public, etc.) and simulate, under the supervision of experts from the Chancellery of NC SR, a meeting of the
Constitutional and Legal Affairs Committee on fictitious draft laws in second reading. The draft laws in question, as well as amendments thereto, are developed by the students themselves. Documents relating to the
committee deliberations (e.g. committee resolutions and committee guide) are drafted in cooperation with
the parliamentary experts. The project is gradually expanding into a new phase to include other universities
and secondary schools in a form of multi-round competition (writing of draft law, selection of the best draft
laws, and final round in Parliament). The aim of the project is to familiarise students with the practical functioning of the legislative process.

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Usually once a year, with certain exceptions

Duration

The Model Committee Meeting itself lasts one day. Some time is also
needed for preparations.

Content and
organisation

Department of Constitutional Law, Faculty of Law, Comenius University in Bratislava in cooperation with the Chancellery of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic (mainly the Parliamentary Institute, i. e.
research service and other departments)

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Preparations take place in the external premises of the partner university. The Model Committee Meeting itself is held in a committee meeting room in the Parliament building.

Programme output

Photos, press release, short video, written output (example of a draft
law, example of a practical guide for a committee meeting, examples
of committee resolutions, etc.)

Web presence

https://www.facebook.com/simulovanyparlament/

Objectives and
content

The aim of the project is to familiarise university students with the
practical functioning of the legislative process based on a model meeting of the Committee of the NC SR (specifically the Constitutional and
Legal Affairs Committee). Students are introduced to the activities of
the NC SR and its bodies with a view to stimulating their interest in
public affairs and democratic parliamentary life, as well as to mobilise
future law graduates for the field of legislative expertise.

Materials

Preparatory materials for students and their supervisors (e.g. example
of a draft law, example of a practical guide for a committee meeting,
examples of committee resolutions, etc.)

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play, model session, drafting of a practical guide for a committee
meeting, preparation of a draft law and discussion during the model committee meeting, theoretical lectures focused on the legislative
process
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SLOVENIA

A Lesson on
Parliamentarism – simulation
of the legislative process
In cooperation with the Faculty of Law of the University of Ljubljana, the National Assembly has been organising a simulation of the legislative procedure for first-year students (approximately 250 participants) for many
years. The simulation and role play is carried out by professors and students, partly at the faculty (division into
government representatives, parliamentary groups, the Legislative and Legal Service, reading of the law within the committee, drafting amendments, reports, etc.) and partly in the Great Hall of the National Assembly
(discussion, presentation of positions, tabling amendments, voting, explanations of votes, etc.).
Through the simulation of the legislative procedure, students are introduced to the activities and powers of the
Government and the National Assembly, their openness and transparency, and experience the entire legislative
process for themselves. They also learn about democratic approaches, tolerant argumentation of their positions, exchange of views, decision-making by democratic majority, the way the government acts as a proponent of the law, the work of parliamentary groups and committees, public participation in decision-making, etc.
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The programme is based on role play as well as good preparation and collaboration with professors and assistants at the Faculty of Law. The National Assembly prepares the draft law, while professors and students
simulate the second reading within the original committee at the Faculty of Law. The National Assembly’s
staff produce the plenary session scenario and help participants draw up the amendments, while the students
prepare their own presentations of positions, the content of the debate, and explanations of votes and voting
(where emphasis is also placed on the difference between coalition and opposition deputies).

Age group

14–25 years

Frequency

Annual

Content and
organisation

Staff of the National Assembly working in the Section for Preparing
and Conducting Sessions of the National Assembly and Its Working
Bodies and in the Public Relations Office

Organisation/
implementation

National Assembly

Venue

Great Hall of the National Assembly

Programme output

Photos and a press release are posted on the National Assembly’s
website.

Role of
parliamentarians

The participants are addressed by the Speaker of the National Assembly and the Secretary General.

Objectives and
content

 Presentation of the work of the National Assembly and its openness, transparency and public accountability
 Learning about the legislative procedure
 Learning about the powers of the government and the National
Assembly in adopting legislation

Materials

The National Assembly prepares the programme for the event, the
draft law under discussion, and offers help to the student mentor in
drafting the amendments.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play: In the course of the exercises at the faculty, students carry out the preliminary stages of the legislative procedure – a reading
within the committee. They prepare a report, amendments and discussions for the reading of the draft law at the National Assembly’s session. The visit then simulates the second and third reading of the law
at a plenary session in the National Assembly’s Great Hall.
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SPAIN

Deputies for a Day
Deputies for a Day is a complementary programme of the educational programme that has been running for
20 years and organises a meeting to make sure the children are given a platform.
The meeting, supported by the different Parliaments, is also a practical exercise in participation, respect and
democratic values, and it is a very exciting experience.

Age group

8–14 years

Frequency

Annual

Duration

2/3 hours

Special events

In June

Content and
organisation

External team from the NGO and parliamentary officials as part of their
parliamentary administration duties

Organisation/
implementation

Usually somebody from the Education Commission

Venue

Inside the Parliament building

Programme output

Video

Role of
parliamentarians

Members and staff of the parliamentary administration

Web presence

http://www.congreso.es/wc/htdocs/web/jsp/canalParlamento/reproductorDirectoAkamaiHLS/p/player

Objectives and
content

Organised as part of the values education programme of the NGO SOS
Children’s Villages. Students from various institutes in Spain interact
with parliamentarians.

Educational meth
ods and formats

Role play and simulations

What the programme entails and how to participate:
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• The participating centres prepare a paper that highlights the main aspects of the value or values and presents several proposals for voting.
• The number of participants varies according to the number of seats in each Parliament and the number of
provinces in the community. It is decided in an equitable and democratic way.
• The results showing the most popular proposals are published in the media of each autonomous community.
• Registration is on a first come, first served basis.
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SRI LANKA

Awareness Campaign for
Student Parliamentarians
in Kegalle District
We conducted workshops for student parliamentarians, principals and teachers of 26 schools in Kegalle district
(Kegalle district is situated approximately 65km away from Colombo).
The workshop spanned two days. The first day was for principals and teachers of the schools, and on the second
day students took part in the workshops.
On the first day of the workshop, 25 principals and 40 teachers took part. The focus was on capacity-building
in democracy, parliamentary procedures, committee work and public participation in parliamentary activities.
On the second day, the student parliamentarians learnt more about how the Sri Lankan Parliament works.

Age group

8–60 years

Frequency

Two workshops per month

Content and
organisation

Department of Communication in Parliament along with legislative
departments

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament and respective schools

Venue

Outside of Parliament, regional programmes

Programme output

The content was published on social media. Photos and a short documentary were produced.

Role of
parliamentarians

They engage in the programme by taking part in discussions.

Objectives and
content

Imparting knowledge on parliamentary best practices, procedures,
responsibilities of Members, structures and committee processes

Materials

Parliamentary leaflets, presentation slides and Hansard reports

Educational meth
ods and formats

Workshops
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The structure of the workshops consisted of lectures, documentaries, panel discussions and group activities.
The entire programme was documented, and media personnel from the area were invited to cover the event.
Coverage of the programme was uploaded to the web and to other social media platforms.
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SWEDEN

The Democracy Workshop
The Democracy Workshop offers a role-play experience in which pupils in years 7-9 see what it is like to be
a politician at the Swedish Parliament. A miniature Parliament with a Chamber, committees and five party
groups has been specially developed for this purpose. The role-play activities involve experience-based learning. Pupils are asked to simulate working in party groups, in committees and in the Chamber and to adopt
positions on various proposals.
Each pupil is assigned a role and is to represent his or her party’s opinions in the various stages of the role-play.
The purpose of the game is that the politicians at the Democracy Workshop make a decision on an important
social issue with an impact on the future. The social issue that the pupils are to work with is presented by
means of a fictitious news report. It may concern nuclear power and Sweden’s future energy supply, defence
in the future, genetically modified meat, or yes or no to the use of robots in elderly care services.
The game is led by a specially trained supervisor. Each pupil has an active role in the game. The pupils practise
cooperation and expressing opinions in front of one another. They are aided by tablets, which they use when
it is time to vote. They can also read all the proposals and seek the information they need during the game on
the tablet. Via the tablet, they also meet voters and journalists.
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Before their visit, pupils prepare in the classroom using material produced by the Department. The better prepared they are, the better their experience and learning at the Democracy Workshop.
An important aspect of the Democracy Workshop is that the pupils have an opportunity to reflect on their
experience at the end of their visit, so that they learn from it. If they want to, classes can also visit the Chamber
before or after their visit to the Democracy Workshop.

Age group

8–25 years

Frequency

16 workshops per week, Monday to Friday, except during school
holidays

Content and
organisation

The Swedish Parliament. Parliamentary officials as part of their parliamentary administration duties.

Organisation/
implementation

The Swedish Parliament Administration is responsible for the organisational aspects concerning the workshop, the participants and the
guests.

Venue

Dedicated location outside the Parliament buildings

Objectives and
content

The Democracy Workshop offers a role-play experience in which
pupils in years 7–9 see what it is like to be a politician in the Swedish
Parliament (Riksdag). A miniature Riksdag with a Chamber, committees
and five party groups has been specially developed for this purpose.
The role-play activities involve experience-based learning. Pupils are
asked to simulate working in party groups, in committees and in the
Chamber and to adopt positions on various proposals.

Materials

Before their visit, pupils prepare in the classroom using material produced by the Department. The better prepared they are, the better
their experience and learning at the Democracy Workshop.
We also offer a Democracy Workshop in the classroom.

Educational meth
ods and formats

The game is led by a specially trained supervisor. Each pupil has an
active role in the game. The pupils practise cooperation and expressing opinions in front of one another. They are aided by tablets, which
they use when it is time to vote. They can also read all the proposals
and seek the information they need during the game on the tablet. Via
the tablet, they also meet voters and journalists.

123

SWITZERLAND

My Point of View
My Point of View (Mein Standpunkt) is a simulation game organised by the Swiss Parliament, aimed at teenagers and young adults between 14 and 19 years of age (max. group size of 50).
The game starts in the classroom. Under the teacher’s guidance the students form three groups, each of which
develops a proposed solution to a current political challenge (Thematic areas of choice: drug policy, energy,
mobility, retirement provisions, arms exports and privacy).
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Preparation in the classroom involves 3 two-lesson units. The programme concludes at the Parliament building in Berne. The visit starts with a guided tour of the building followed by a debate about the solutions the
students have developed in the National Council Chamber. The informal discussion is moderated by a Parliamentary Services staff member. Any group member who wishes to be heard must speak from the rostrum.
After the debate, the group takes an electronic vote. The proposed solutions and the results of the vote are
published on the website www.juniorparl.ch.

Age group

14–19 years

Frequency

Every Thursday when Parliament is not sitting, approx. 25 times per year

Duration

2.5 hours

Content and
organisation

Public Relations Unit, Parliamentary Services (Parliamentary
Administration)

Organisation/
implementation

Staff members of the Parliamentary Services, Public Relations Unit

Venue

 Phase 1: classroom (throughout Switzerland) – no Parliamentary
Services involvement
 Phase 2: entire Parliament building (guided tour), National Council
Hall (debate), lobby (video interviews) – with Parliamentary
Services involvement

Programme output

After the simulated debate, a class photograph is posted online at
www.juniorparl.ch together with the proposed solutions and the
results of the votes. During the session, statements by the press spokespersons are recorded on video. While not publicly available, the videos
are sent electronically to the teachers after the visit.

Web presence

www.juniorparl.ch

Objectives and
content

My Point of View is an educational activity simulating the work of the
Swiss National Council. Exploring topical political issues, the students
need to develop their own point of view, defend their arguments in
front of fellow students and find majority solutions in committees.
Through these assignments they come to realise that Parliament
makes the rules governing life in Switzerland to the extent that these
rules apply to the entire country. They learn about the functioning of
the Parliament in Berne and about committee work, they contribute
their ideas to the general debate, defend their proposal against objections and come to understand how important it is to find consensus in
order to succeed in a vote.

Materials

All materials and information are available at www.juniorparl.ch.

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Work starts in the classroom (simulation of committee work),
where the students develop potential solutions to current political
issues (Thematic choices: drug policy, energy, mobility, retirement
provisions, arms exports and privacy)
 Then comes the actual visit to Parliament. It starts with a guided
tour of the building (1 hour), followed by a debate among the
young people on the proposed solutions (1.5 hours).
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THAILAND

Youth for Democracy
Programme
The Youth for Democracy Programme is a comprehensive package of workshops offered by the Secretariat of
the House of Representatives on behalf of the National Assembly of Thailand, aimed at promoting democracy,
human rights and civic education among young people aged between 15 and 20. It is an annual democracy-centred educational programme of intensive training and workshops, developed for young people and divided into two cohorts of 7–10 days each. The programme’s objectives focus mainly on youth civic literacy and
political self-consciousness, youth engagement in policy-making and democratic governance and youngsters’
active involvement in democratic society and the decision-making process.
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With the knowledge gained from the workshops, the participants from the country’s younger generations
are better equipped for future civic engagement and democratic governance and have what it takes to
become responsible citizens in public decision-making processes. Details of the Youth for Democracy Programme are available online at www.parliament.go.th/dyouth/ and www.facebook.com/dyouth.parliament (Thai
language only).

Age group

15–20 years

Duration

2 cohorts, each consists of around 160 students from all parts of the
country and lasts for 7–10 days of intense training and workshops

Content and
organisation

The Democracy and House Activities Dissemination Division, Bureau
of Public Relations, Secretariat of the House of Representatives is
responsible for the content and organisation of the programme.

Organisation/
implementation

The Democracy and House Activities Dissemination Division, Bureau
of Public Relations, Secretariat of the House of Representatives is responsible for organising and coordinating the programme.

Venue

Dedicated training rooms at TOT Public Company Limited headquarters

Programme output

Media items (photographs, social feeds, live social media and video
clips) produced by the organisers

Role of
parliamentarians

Parliamentarians are invited to take part in the programme as guests,
keynote speakers and panellists.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

The programme’s media output has no direct impact on parliamentary debates and procedures. The output is, however, transmitted to
the Secretary General of the House of Representatives, the participants
and the workshop guests.

Web presence

www.parliament.go.th/dyouth/ (Thai language only)
www.facebook.com/dyouth.parliament (Thai language only)

Objectives and
content

 To equip young people aged between 15 and 20 with knowledge
and understanding of a democratic regime of government with
the King as Head of State and a legislative procedure in accor
dance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560
(2017)
 To promote civic literacy and increase political consciousness
among young people
 To stimulate youngsters’ engagement in policy-making and democratic governance
 To encourage young people to play an active role as responsible
citizens and foster their involvement in society and decision-making processes

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Pre-test and post-test exams
 “Wisdom of the Monarch” special lecture
 Study trips to the Parliament, Government House, United Nations
Office in Thailand and parliamentary museums
 Walk rallies
 Meeting with Members of Parliament (MPs)
 Role play and simulations on the selected themes
 Debates on selected themes
 CSR and volunteering activities
 Excursions
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UNITED KINGDOM

Outreach and Engagement
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The UK Parliament’s Outreach and Engagement programme is an integral part of the democratic education
offered to school groups and citizens. The programme began in 2009 and has grown significantly in scope
and ambition during that time, currently having 13 Outreach and Engagement Officers working in each of the
UK’s nations and regions. Altogether, the Outreach and Engagement programme reaches over 100,000 school
children (aged 7-18) and 22,000 adults in community groups. Eighty per cent of our community work is with
our five target audiences: women, young people, people from black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) groups,
people who are disabled and those from low socio-economic groups.

Age group

All age groups

Frequency

Throughout the year

Content and
organisation

We develop the content ourselves, though sometimes with outside
support to make sure that our messages are clear for our audiences.
We coordinate larger programmes.

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament

Venue

In schools and community venues across the UK

Programme output

We occasionally take photos and record videos (see, for example, the
video on this page: https://learning.parliament.uk/outreach/community-and-youth-groups/). All our outreach officers also use social media
to show where they are each day.

Role of
parliamentarians

We inform all MPs about activities taking place in their constituencies
and encourage them to drop in if they can. If they can’t attend, MPs
can also provide a pre-recorded video to introduce themselves and
talk about what they do for school and community groups.

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Attendees are invited to write a postcard for their MP about an issue
that matters to them. We also do polling among groups we engage
with to gauge their opinion about issues that select committees are
interested in. The outcome of the polling is then considered by the
committees as evidence.

Web presence

https://learning.parliament.uk/outreach/

Objectives and
content

 Schools:
How our democracy works
How young people can be active citizens
How UK Parliament works; the roles of MPs and members of the
House of Lords
 Community groups:
How UK Parliament works; the roles of MPs and members of the
House of Lords
How everyone can take action on issues that matter to them
Available tools to help influence debates, decisions and legislation

Materials

We have educational material and courses for teachers, although we
treat these as separate programmes. More information about what’s
available is on our website: learning.parliament.uk

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Schools:
Assemblies for a larger group of students
Workshops, using voting pods
 Community groups:
Interactive workshops, including using voting pods, board game,
issues card activity (which issues the group values most), community mapping activity
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YEMEN

Political Development and
Strengthening of the Legal,
Legislative and
Democratic System
The programme of the House of Representatives on political development and strengthening of the legal, legislative and democratic system aims at interpreting the outcome of the National Dialogue Conference on which
the Yemenis agreed unanimously on January 25, 2014, affirmed by Security Council resolutions to be aligned
with the federal system of government approved by the National Dialogue Conference. The programme’s target audience encompasses members of parliament, Parliament cadre, activists and civil society organisations.

Age group

25–60 years

Content and
organisation

Yemen Parliament – Parliament with contributions from other authorities

Organisation/
implementation

See previous question

Venue

Parliament

Programme output

Recommendations, authentication, media & social media publication

Role of
parliamentarians

Participation in training, arrangement and execution

Influence on the
procedures in
Parliament

Enhancement of capabilities at the level of Parliament and Committees

Objectives and
content

 Enhancement of political & democratic awareness
 Reinforcement of concept of rights and freedoms
 Legislative and democratic awareness-raising

Materials

Preparation of plans, programmes, technical, legislative & regulatory
reports, etc.

Educational meth
ods and formats







The Parliament’s priorities will include the following:
• The Political Parties and Organizations Act
• The General Elections and Referendums Act
• The Media Regulation Act
• The Public Freedoms and Civil Society Organizations Acts
• The Protest and Demonstration Act
• Legislation on the role of women and youth in political life and their participation in state administration
• Legislation governing the performance of local authorities
• Legislation pertaining to legal, financial and economic aspects of the state

Workshops
Training courses
Lectures
Events hosted by experts
Photographs

Dozens of Acts related to public life and the restructuring of state functions will be reviewed once the constitution of the federal state has been approved, as well as laws related to the performance of the police as a
civil authority and laws related to security services and respect for rights, freedoms and practices, and the Acts
related to the development of political and democratic life in various areas.
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ZAMBIA

Educational Programme
for Zambian Learners
The Educational Programme for Zambian Learners is a strategy that includes modern information dissemination approaches to generate interest in democracy and the work of Parliament and broaden the interaction of
Parliament with young people. The vision of the programme is “Bringing the spirit of democracy to all Zambian
learners through a parliamentary educational programme to make them better informed and active citizens
of the future.”
The programme was launched in 2019 and was developed under the NorthSouthDialogue of Parliaments
project between the National Assembly of Zambia and the Austrian Parliament. It was facilitated by the Vienna
Institute for International Dialogue and Cooperation and financed by the Austrian Development Agency and
the province of Upper Austria.
The programme target group is Zambian learners from early childhood to primary school, secondary school
and tertiary education, children with different learning disabilities, street kids and juveniles in correction centres.
The accessibility of the target group “Zambian learners” to the National Assembly of Zambia is a challenge
due to their very different life situations and the respective possibilities to communicate and get in contact
with parliament.
The programme brings on board modern and easily adaptable means of disseminating information through
participatory activities that simplify democratic processes. Examples include the “legislative machine”, which
illustrates the stages of law-making, a timeline showing a chronological history of democracy in the country,
and icons that help convey National Assembly information through simple graphics.
It is envisaged that this will encourage school pupils and young people to become proactive stakeholders for the promotion of political education and be inspired to see themselves as actors for change in the
democratic system.
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Age group

0–25 years

Frequency

Weekly for tours and quarterly for outreach programmes

Duration

1 h 30 mins per session and 3 hours for road shows

Special events

Commemoration of the Commonwealth Day and the International Day
of Democracy

Content and
organisation

The Public and International Relations department at Parliament buildings and interns from tertiary institutions

Organisation/
implementation

Parliament

Venue

 Media and visitors centre at Parliament buildings
 Parliament buildings chamber
 Constituency offices and schools

Programme output

Photos, films and annual report that is monitored and evaluated by
management using the Monitoring and Evaluation department

Role of
parliamentarians

 During outreach programmes in constituencies, they participate
in explaining the work of Parliament and participation avenues.
 During commemorative days, they interact with learners to
encourage them to take part.

Web presence

The institution is in the process of creating a website for the educational
programme.

Objectives and
content

 Enhance the use of tools that provide easy access to information
on the democratic system and how to participate
 Strengthen relationships between Zambian learners and the
National Assembly through experience of parliamentarism gained
by participating in parliamentary activities
 Promote interaction between the National Assembly and learners
through outreach programmes

Materials

Publications for the learners which are available in a simplified version
for different target groups

Educational meth
ods and formats

 Guided tours of Parliament
 Observing a sitting of the House
 Use of tools that simplify explanation of the National Assembly’s
activities/work, e. g. “legislative machine” depicting the legislative
process and timelines explaining the history of democracy in Zambia
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