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Subject: Cohesion policy legislative package: strategic programming bloc

- mandate

1. As outlined in the progress report (document 17667/12) the Council has examined the
Cohesion Policy legislative package for the 2014-2020 financing period, which includes a
Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) applicable to the five CSF Funds, and Fund specific
Regulations for the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social
Fund (ESF) and the Cohesion Fund (CF) as well as for European Territorial Cooperation
(ETC). The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) are also part of this package but under examination by

different Council preparatory bodies.
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2. Under the Danish and Cyprus Presidencies the Council has reached partial general approaches

on most of the thematic blocs concerning the CPR, ERDF, ESF, ETC and CF Regulations.

3. The Cohesion Policy legislative package has also been examined by the European
Parliament's Committee on Regional Development (CPR, ERDF, ETC and CF Regulations)
and by the Employment and Social Affairs Committee (ESF Regulation). The Committee on
Regional Development (REGI) voted on draft amendments as a negotiating mandate, but not
a formal report, on 11 July 2012, while the Employment and Social Affairs Committee

(EMPL) adopted its report on the 5 July 2012.

4. On the basis of the partial general approaches the Cyprus Presidency entered into informal
Trilogue negotiations with the REGI and EMPL Committees. For these informal Trilogues the
priority was on the strategic programming bloc of the legislative package in order to provide
Member States with legal certainty for their preparations for the next programming period,

which have already started.

5. The Structural Actions Working Party (SAWP) has examined the amendments on the
strategic programming bloc and provided the Presidency with indications about the outline of

possible compromises with the European Parliament.

6.  Following intensive negotiations at informal Trilogue meetings, there are indications from the
side of the European Parliament that a compromise on the strategic programming bloc in
relation to the Common Provisions Regulation and the European Social Fund Regulation
could be acceptable on the basis of the text outlined in the fourth column of the Annexes. In
the Presidency’s assessment the compromise reached is a balanced one and ensures that the

interests of the Council on fundamental issues of this bloc are safeguarded.

7. On the Common Provisions Regulation in relation to the strategic programming bloc, a
number of major issues have posed challenges to the negotiating process with dividing lines
between the Council's and Parliament's positions. These issues, for which solutions were

found as part of the overall compromise on this bloc, can be summarised as follows:
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a)  Code of Conduct on the partnership:
Without diluting the importance of the principle of partnership, under the Partial
General Approach that has been reached on the Programming bloc by the Council in
April 2012, the Code of Conduct proposed by the Commission has been deleted. The
European Parliament laid large prominence on the adoption of a delegated act
containing a Code of Conduct for the participation of the partners in the programming
and implementation process. The compromise proposed by the Presidency includes
provisions for an adoption of a Code of Conduct as a delegated act, with the following

elements which provide the necessary safeguards for Member States:

. The main elements of the delegated act are specified in the Regulation.

. In the text it is also highlighted that the institutional and legal framework as well
as the national and regional competences in applying the partnership principle will
not be affected by the Code of Conduct.

. It is made sure that no additional obligations as compared to the provisions of the
main act will be imposed. Any supplementary information will not supersede the
relevant provision of the regulatory framework.

. A clear provision in the text, which stipulates that any infringement by Member
States on the Code of Conduct or the provisions of Article 5 of the CPR will not
constitute an irregularity leading to financial corrections.

. A provision in the regulation and the text of a Joint Declaration prohibiting any
retroactive effect of the delegated act.

. The text of the relevant recital has been revised providing necessary clarifications
and safeguards.

. It is noted in the compromise that the agreement on the delegated act is subject to

the agreement on all delegated and implementing acts in this bloc.

Furthermore, one of the main distinctive features of the Presidency compromise on the
Code of Conduct in comparison with the text suggested by the Parliament, is that the 2-
tier approach (in involving regional and local authorities) for establishing partnerships

has not been accepted and one single tier was maintained.
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b)  Partnership Agreement:
One of the key aspects of the Partial General Approach on the strategic programming
bloc, was the split of the Partnership Agreement into two parts. Namely, one, containing
the elements which are to be adopted by a Commission decision, and a second which
comprises the elements which do not require Commission approval. However, the EP
had a firm position on having all the elements of the Partnership Agreement approved
by a Commission decision. As a way to find a compromise between the institutions,
some of the elements that under the Partial General Approach were supposed to be
approved without a Commission decision have now been envisaged for adoption by a
Commission decision. In addition, the relevant texts of the elements included under the

decision of the Commission were "slimmed down".

¢)  Reference to Country-specific recommendations and National Reform Programme:

According to the Partial General Approach the country-specific recommendations as
well as National Reform Programmes would be the reference points for aligning the
Europe 2020 Strategy with Cohesion Policy interventions. On the other hand, the EP
suggested using only the National Reform Programmes as the only reference point for
the programming documents. The proposed compromise provides that both elements
should be kept as reference points across the bloc as proposed by the Council on the
basis of Partial General Approach in addition to the definition of "relevant country-

specific recommendations" proposed by the Council.

d)  Operational Programmes

The partial general approach on the programming bloc provides for increased flexibility

by allowing Member States to:

- have priority axis which concern more than one category of region;

- combine, within one priority axis, one or more complementary investment
priorities from the ERDF, CF and ESF under one thematic objective;

- combine, within one priority axis, one or more complementary investment
priorities from different thematic objectives up to 20 % of the EU contribution to

an operational programme.
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The EP position goes further by allowing for fully-fledged flexibility.
The proposed compromise provides for an adjustment of the relevant text including the
removal of the 20% limitation for combining investment priorities from different

thematic objectives in duly justified cases.

Furthermore, the spirit and the letter of the provisions as regards the content and the
structure of the operational programmes remain in essence as proposed by the Council

in the Partial General Approach.

e)  CSF Funds vs Funds covered by the CPR
Another important issue is the labelling of ERDF, ESF, CF, EMFF and EAFRD as
"CSF Funds". The EP proposes to refer to the 5 Funds as "Funds covered by the CPR".

The proposed compromise for labelling of the five Funds working under a common

framework is "European Structural and Investment Funds".

8. On the ESF Regulation in relation to the strategic programming bloc, the most contested

issues in the negotiations with the European Parliament have been the following:

The Partial General Approach on the programming bloc has provided for more flexibility for
Member States by making specific ESF interventions optional. Namely, on:
- allocating ESF resources to capacity-building of the participating social partners (where

the EP's amendment suggested ring-fencing of 2 % of ESF resources);

allocating ESF resources to capacity-building for non-governmental organisations;

- ESF support to transnational cooperation.
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10.

The proposed compromise text in the Regulation provides that Member States should ensure
appropriate funds for enhancing the administrative capacity of partners. With regards to
transnational cooperation the proposed compromise provides for obligatory support from the
ESF for transnational cooperation, while allowing for a derogation for Member States with a
single ESF operational programme or a single multi-fund operational programme based on the

principle of proportionality.

In any case, any preliminary understanding on the strategic programming bloc has to be seen
for both the European Parliament and the Council in the overall context of the negotiations on
the Cohesion Policy legislative package and understood on the basis of the principle that
"nothing is agreed until everything is agreed". Namely, the parts of the Regulations submitted
herewith do not prejudge the outcome of negotiations on other blocs or the multiannual
financial framework, while necessary consequential amendments in the bloc submitted
herewith might be necessary as a result of the negotiations on these other blocs as well as the
multiannual financial framework. In addition it should be noted that the text attached is

subject to legal scrutiny and finalisation by the jurist-linguists.

On this basis the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to:

- take note of the progress achieved with regard to the strategic programming bloc of the
Cohesion Policy legislative package and validate the text in the fourth column of the

Annexes I and II as well as the text outlined in the annexes III to V.

- mandate the Presidency to inform the European Parliament that the text outlined in the
fourth column of the Annexes I and II as well as the text outlined in the annexes Il to V
could constitute a basis for a compromise between the two institutions subject to the
principle that "nothing is agreed until everything is agreed" and that it is subject to legal

scrutiny and finalisation by the jurist-linguists.

- mandate the Presidency to inform the European Parliament that Member States have the
intention to take into account in the preparatory stage of programming as far as possible
the principles of the draft Regulation (EU) No.../2012 (CPR) as it stands today
concerning the strategic programming bloc including the spirit and the content of the
principle of partnership as laid down in Article 5 of the draft Regulation (EU)
No.../2012 (CPR).
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ANNEX IIT

Presidency Compromise Text for the '"Code of Conduct'" in relation to the Partnership

(to be seen in combination with article 5(3) of the CPR)

A. Retroactive Effect: Joint Declaration of the European Parliament and the Council on the

exclusion of any retroactivity with regard to the application of article 5(3) of Regulation (EU)
No .../.../2012 (CPR). The proposed text for this Joint Declaration is the following:

Joint declaration of the European Parliament and the Council on the application of article
5(3) of Regulation (EU) No .../...12012 (CPR) and the exclusion of any retroactivity relating
to it, in particular concerning its joint application with articles 13, 14 and 23 of Regulation

(EU) No .../.../12012 (CPR):

The European Parliament and the Council agree that:

- concerning the application of Articles 13(2), 14(1)(c), and 23 (2) of Regulation (EU)
No[.]/2012 [CPR], the actions taken by the Member States to involve the partners referred to
in Article 5(1) in the preparation of the Partnership Agreement and the programmes referred
to in Article 5 (2) include all actions taken on a practical level by the Member States
irrespective of their timing as well as actions taken by them before the entry into force of the
Regulation (EU) No [.]/2012 [CPR] and before the day of the entry into force of the delegated
act for a European code of conduct adopted in accordance with Article 5(3) of the same
Regulation, during the preparatory phases of a Member State programming procedure,
provided that the objectives of the partnership principle, laid down in Regulation (EU)
No[.]72012 [CPR], are achieved. In this context Member States, in accordance with their
national and regional competences, will decide on the content of both, the proposed
Partnership Agreement and proposed draft programmes, in accordance with the relevant

provisions of this Regulation and the fund specific rules;
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- the delegated act laying down a European code of conduct, adopted in accordance with
Article 5(3) of Regulation (EU) No[.]/2012 [CPR], will under no circumstances and neither
directly nor indirectly have any retroactive effect, especially concerning the approval
procedure of the Partnership Agreement and the programmes, since it is not the intention of
the EU legislature to confer any powers on the Commission to the effect that it could reject
the approval of the Partnership Agreement and programmes solely and exclusively based on
any kind of non-compliance with the European code of conduct, adopted in accordance with

Article 5(3) of Regulation (EU) No[.]/2012 [CPR];

- the European Parliament and the Council invite the Commission to make available for
them the draft text of the delegated act to be adopted under article 5(3) of Regulation (EU)
No[.]72012 [CPR] as early as possible, but not later than the date when the political
agreement on the Regulation (EU) No[.]/2012 [CPR] is adopted by the Council or the date
when the draft report on the Regulation (EU) No[.]/2012 [CPR] is voted at the plenary of the

European Parliament, whichever date is the earliest.

Recital on the Code of Conduct: Recital (9) is revised in order to provide sufficient

flexibility for the implementation of the partnership to the Member States provided that the
objectives are achieved. Proposed text (amendments to the initial proposal of the

Commission in bold):
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Recital (9)

For the Partnership Agreement and each programme respectively, a Member State should
organise a partnership with the representatives of competent regional, local, urban and other
public authorities, economic and social partners and other bodies representing civil society,
including environmental partners, non-governmental organisations and bodies responsible for
promoting equality and non-discrimination, including, where appropriate, the “umbrella
organisations” of such bodies, authorities and organisations. The purpose of such a
partnership is to respect the principles of multi-level governance, but also of subsidiarity
and proportionality and the specificities of the Member States' different legal and
institutional frameworks as well as to ensure the ownership of planned interventions by
stakeholders and build on the experience and the know-how of relevant actors. The Member
States should identify the most representative relevant partners, who should include the
institutions, organisations and groups which can influence the preparation or be affected
by the preparation and implementation of the programmes. In this context Member
States may also identify, where appropriate, as relevant partners, ‘umbrella
organisations’ which are the associations, federations or confederations of relevant
local, regional and urban authorities or other bodies in accordance with applicable
national law and practice. The Commission shall be empowered to adopt a delegated act
providing for a code of conduct in order to facilitate Member States the implementation of
partnership with regard to ensure the involvement of relevant partners in the preparation,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Partnership Agreements and programmes in a
consistent manner. The adopted delegated act should have under no circumstances and in
no way of its interpretation retroactive effect or be the basis to establish irregularities
leading to financial corrections. The adopted delegated act should not enter into force
earlier than the day of its adoption after the entry into force of this Regulation. The
adopted delegated act should allow Member States to determine on the most
appropriate modalities for implementing the partnership in accordance with their
institutional and legal framework as well as their national and regional competences,

provided that its objectives, as laid down in this Regulation, are achieved.
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ANNEX IV

CPR
ARTICLE 14
PRESIDENCY COMPROMISE TEXT

Article 14
Content of the Partnership Agreement

1. The Partnership Agreement shall set out:

(a)

arrangements to ensure alignment with the Union strategy for smart, sustainable and

inclusive growth as well as the Fund specific missions pursuant to their Treaty-
based objectives, including economic, social and territorial cohesion, including:

(@)

(ii)

(111)

(iv)

an analysis of disparities, development needs, and growth potentials with
reference to the thematic objectives and the territorial challenges and taking
account of the national reform programme, where appropriate, and relevant
country-specific recommendations adopted in accordance with Article 121(2) of
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and relevant Council
recommendations adopted in accordance with Article 148(4) of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union;

a summary of the ex ante evaluations of the programmes or key findings of the
ex ante evaluations of the Partnership Agreement where undertaken by the
Member State at its own initiative;

selected thematic objectives, and for each of the selected thematic objectives a
summary of the main results expected for each of the CSF Funds;

the indicative allocation of support by the Union by thematic objective at national
level for each of the CSF Funds, as well as the total indicative amount of support
foreseen for climate change objectives;

the application of horizontal principles and policy objectives for the
implementation of the CSF Funds;
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(vi) the list of the programmes under the ERDF, the ESF and the CF, except those
under the European territorial cooperation goal, and of the programmes of the
EAFRD and the EMFF, with the respective indicative allocations by CSF Fund
and by year;

(b) arrangements to ensure effective implementation of the CSF Funds, including:

(i) the arrangements, in line with the institutional framework of the Member

States, that ensure coordination between the CSF Funds and other Union and
national funding instruments and with the EIB;

(i) the information required for ex ante verification of compliance with the rules on
additionality as they are defined in Part Three of this Regulation;

(iii) a summary of the assessment of the fulfilment of applicable ex ante
conditionalities in accordance with Article 17 and Annex (xx) at national level

and of the actions to be taken, the responsible bodies and the timetable for
their implementation, where ex ante conditionalities are not fulfilled 1;

(iv) the methodology and mechanisms to ensure consistency in the functioning of
the performance framework in accordance with Article 19;

(v) an assessment of whether there is a need to reinforce the administrative
capacity of the authorities involved in the management and control of the
programmes and, where appropriate, beneficiaries as well as, where
necessary, a summary of actions to be taken for this purpose;

(vi) asummary of the actions planned in the programmes, including indicative

timetable to achieve a reduction in the administrative burden for beneficiaries.
(c) arrangements for the partnership principle as referred in Article 5

An indicative list of partners and a summary of the actions taken to involve those
partners as referred to in Article 5 and their role in the preparation of the
Partnership Agreement and the progress report as defined in Article 46 of this
Regulation.

Subject to legal scrutiny and finalisation by the jurist-linguists.
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2.  The Partnership Agreement shall also indicate:

(a) an integrated approach to territorial development supported by the CSF Funds or a
summary of the integrated approaches to territorial development based on the
content of the programmes, setting out:

(i) the arrangements to ensure an integrated approach to the use of the CSF Funds for
the territorial development of specific sub-regional areas, in particular the
implementation arrangements for Articles 28, 29 and ex-99 accompanied, by the
principles for identifying the urban areas where integrated actions for
sustainable urban development are to be implemented;1

(ii) the main priority areas for cooperation under the CSF Funds, taking account,
where appropriate, of macro-regional strategies and sea basin strategies;

(iii) where appropriate, an integrated approach to address the specific needs of

geographical areas most affected by poverty or of target groups at highest risk of
discrimination or social exclusion, with special regard to marginalised
communities, persons with disabilities, long term unemployed and young

people not in employment, education or training;

(iv) where appropriate, an integrated approach, to address demographic

challenges of regions or specific needs of geographical areas which suffer by
severe and permanent natural or demographic handicaps, as defined in
Article 174 of the Treaty.

(b) arrangements to ensure efficient implementation of the CSF Funds, including:

An assessment of the existing systems for electronic data exchange, and a summary of
the actions planned to gradually permit all exchanges of information between
beneficiaries and authorities responsible for management and control of programmes to
be carried out by electronic data exchange.

Note: The possibility for the introduction of a model for the preparation of the Partnership
Agreement will be discussed at a later stage, if the co-legislators decide so, following information
by the Commission.

! Subject to the discussions on territorial development bloc.
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ANNEX V

CPR

ARTICLE 87
PRESIDENCY COMPROMISE TEXT

Article 87

Content, adoption and amendment of operational programmes under the Investment for
growth and jobs goal

1. An operational programme shall consist of priority axes. A priority axis shall concern one
Fund and one category of region, except for the Cohesion Fund, and shall correspond,
without prejudice to Article 52, to a thematic objective and comprise one or more investment
priorities of that thematic objective, in accordance with the Fund-specific rules. Where
appropriate and in order to increase the impact and effectiveness in a thematically
coherent integrated approach, a priority axis may:

(a) concern more than one category of region;

(b) combine one or more complementary investment priorities from the ERDF, CF
and ESF under one thematic objective;

(¢) in duly justified cases combine one or more complementary investment priorities
from different thematic objectives in order to achieve their maximum contribution
to priority axis;

(d) For the ESF combine investment priorities from different thematic objectives set out in
Article 9(8), (9), (10) and (11) in order to facilitate their contribution to other priority
axes.

Member States may combine two or more of the options (a) to (d).
2. An operational programme shall contribute to the Union strategy for smart, sustainable

and inclusive growth and to the achievement of economic, social and territorial cohesion
and shall set out:

(a) ajustification of the choice of thematic objectives, corresponding investment priorities
and financial allocations having regard to the Partnership Agreement, based on an
identification of regional and, where appropriate, national needs including the
needs to address the challenges identified in relevant country-specific
recommendations adopted in accordance with Article 121(2) and the relevant
Council recommendations adopted in accordance with Article 148(4) of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union taking into account the ex ante evaluation.
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(b) for each priority axis other than technical assistance:
(1) the investment priorities and corresponding specific objectives;

(i) in order to strenghten the result-orientation of the programming, the
expected results for the specific objectives, and the corresponding result
indicators, with a baseline value and a target value, where appropriate
quantified, in accordance with the Fund-specific rules;

(iii) a description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under each
investment priority and their expected contribution to the specific objectives
referred to in point (i) including the guiding principles for the selection of
operations and where appropriate, the identification of main target groups,
specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries and the planned use of
financial instruments and major projects;

(iv) the output indicators, including the quantified target value, which are expected
to contribute to the results, in accordance with Fund-specific rules, for each
investment priority;

(v) identification of implementation steps and financial and output indicators to
act as milestones and targets for the performance framework in accordance with
Article 19(1) and Annex (xx); !

(vi) the corresponding categories of intervention based on a nomenclature adopted by
the Commission by means of implementing acts in accordance with the
examination procedure referred to Article 143(3), and an indicative breakdown of
the programmed resources;

(vii) where appropriate, a summary of the planned use of technical assistance
including, where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity
of authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries;

(c) For each priority axis concerning technical assistance:
(i) specific objectives;

(ii) the expected results for each specific objective, and, where objectively
justified given the content of the actions, the corresponding result indicators,
with a baseline value and a target value, in accordance with the Fund-specific
rules;

To be reviewed at a later stage in the context of the discussion on the performance
framework.
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(iii) a description of actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the
specific objectives referred to in point (i);

(iv) the output indicators which are expected to contribute to the results.

(v) the corresponding categories of intervention based on a nomenclature
adopted by the Commission by means of implementing acts in accordance
with the examination procedure referred to Article 143(3), and an indicative
breakdown of the programmed resources;

Point (ii) shall not apply where the Union contribution to the priority axis or axes
concerning technical assistence in an operational programme does not exceed
EUR 15 000 000.

(d) afinancing plan containing two tables:

(1)  atable specifying for each year, in accordance with Articles 53, 110 and 111, the
amount of the total financial appropriation envisaged for the support from each of
the Funds;

(i) atable specifying, for the whole programming period, for the operational
programme and for each priority axis, the amount of the total financial
appropriation of the support from each of the Funds and the national co-financing.
For priority axes, which concern several categories of region, the table shall
specify the amount of total financial appropriation from the Funds and the
national co-financing for each category of region.

For priority axes, which combine investment priorities from different
thematic objectives, the table shall specify the amount of total financial
appropriation from each of the Funds and the national co-financing for each
of the corresponding thematic objectives.

Where the national co-financing is made up of public and private co-financing, the
table shall give the indicative breakdown between the public and the private
components. It shall show, for information purposes, the envisaged participation
from the EIB;

(e) alist of major projects for which the implementation is planned during the programming
period;

3.  The Operational Programme shall describe, taking into account its content and
objectives, the integrated approach to territorial development, having regard to the
Partnership Agreement, and showing how it contributes to the accomplishment of the
programme objectives and expected results, specifying, where appropriate, the
following:
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(a)

(b)

(0

(d)

(e)

the approach to the use of community led local development instruments and the
principles for identifying the areas where it will be implemented;

the indicative amount of the ERDF support for integrated actions for sustainable urban
development, to be implemented in accordance with the provisions under Article
7(2) of Regulation (EU) No [ERDF] and the indicative allocation of ESF support for
integrated actions;

the approach to the use of the Integrated Territorial Investment instrument other
than in cases covered by (b), and their indicative financial allocation from each
priority axis;

the arrangements for interregional and transnational actions, within the operational
programmes, with beneficiaries located in at least one other Member State;

where Member States and regions participate in macro-regional strategies and sea-
basin strategies, subject to the needs of the programme area as identified by the
Member State, the contribution of the planned interventions to such strategies.

4.  In addition, the Operational Programme shall specify the following:

(a) where appropriate, the identification of whether and how it addresses the specific
needs of geographical areas most affected by poverty or target groups at highest risk of
discrimination or social exclusion, with special regard to marginalised communities,
and persons with disabilities, and where relevant the contribution to the integrated
approach set out in the Partnership Agreement;

(b) where appropriate, the identification of whether and how it addresses
demographic challenges of regions or specific needs of geographical areas which
suffer by severe and permanent natural or demographic handicaps, as defined in
Article 174 of the Treaty and the contribution to the integrated approach set out in
the Partnership Agreement to this end;

5. The Operational Programme shall identify:

(a) the managing authority, the certifying authority, where applicable, and the audit
authority;

(b) the body to which payments will be made by the Commission;

(c) the actions taken to involve the relevant partners referred to in Article S in the
preparation of the operational programme, and the role of the partners in the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the operational programme;

! Subject to the discussions on territorial development bloc.
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6. The Operational Programme shall also set out the following, having regard to the
content of the Partnership Agreement and taking into account the Institutional
Framework of the Member States:

(a) the mechanisms that ensure coordination between the Funds, the EAFRD, the EMFF
and other Union and national funding instruments, and with the EIB taking into
account the relevant provisions laid down in the CSF as set out in Annex I;

(b) for each ex ante conditionality, established in accordance with Article 17 and Annex
(xx), which is applicable to the operational programme an assessment of whether
the ex-ante conditionality is fulfilled at the date of submission of the Partnership
Agreement and operational programme, and where ex-ante conditionalities are not
fulfilled, a description of the actions to fulfil the ex ante conditionality, the responsible
bodies and a timetable for such actions in accordance with the summary submitted
in the Partnership Agreement;

(c) asummary of the assessment of the administrative burden for beneficiaries and,
where necessary, the actions planned to be accompanied by an indicative timeframe
to reduce administrative burden;

7.  Each operational programme, except those where technical assistance is undertaken under a
specific operational programme, shall, subject to the Member State’s duly justified
assessment of their relevance to the content and objectives of the programmes, include:

(a) adescription of specific actions to take into account environmental protection
requirements, resource efficiency, climate change mitigation and adaptation, disaster
resilience and risk prevention and management, in the selection of operations;

(b) adescription of the specific actions to promote equal opportunities and prevent any
discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or
sexual orientation during the preparation, design and implementation of the operational
programme and in particular in relation to access to funding, taking account of the needs
of the various target groups at risk of such discrimination and in particular the
requirements of ensuring accessibility for persons with disabilities;

(c) adescription of its contribution to the promotion of equality between men and women
and, where appropriate, the arrangements to ensure the integration of gender perspective
at operational programme and operation level.

Member States may submit an opinion of the national equality bodies on the measures set out
in points (b) and (¢) with the proposal for an operational programme under the Investment for
growth and jobs goal.
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10.

11.

When a Member State prepares a maximum of one operational programme for each
Fund, the elements of the operational programme falling under paragraphs 2(a), 3(a),
(c) and (d), 4, and 6 of this Article may be incorporated solely under the relevant
provisions of the Partnership Agreement.

The operational programme shall be prepared according to the model, which shall be adopted
by the Commission, by means of an implementing act, with advisory procedure in
accordance with Article 143 (2).

The Commission shall adopt a decision, by means of implementing acts, approving all
the elements (including any of its future amendments) of the operational programme
falling under this Article, except those falling under paragraphs 2(b)(vi), 2 (e), 4, 5, 6(a),
6(c) and 7 of this Article, which remain under the responsibility of the Member States.

Any decision amending the elements of the operational programme not covered by the
Commission decision pursuant to paragraph 10 shall be notified by the managing
authority to the Commission within one month of the date of the decision. The decision
shall specify the date of its entry into force, which shall not be earlier than the date of its
adoption.
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