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At the start of the EP debate, Mr. Audy (EPP, FR) raised a point of order. He considered that 

President Von Rompuy should have participated in the debate and asked the EP President to ask the 

PEC to be present in the debates on the preparation of the EC.  President Schultz in reply indicated 

that the rotating Presidency of the Council, as Chair of the GAC which prepares the European 

Council meetings, is the main interlocutor of the EP for the preparations of the European Council. 

He agreed however that this important issue would need to be further examined. Mr. 

Swoboda noted that this would mean in practice that the EP interlocutor for the negotiations on the 

EU budget ought to be then PM Kenny. Mr. Schultz concluded the point by saying that 

the issue needed indeed some further thinking.  
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Ms. Creighton on behalf of the Council delivered the speech in Annex I (check against delivery). 

  

Mr. Barroso on behalf of the Commission delivered  the speech in Annex II in which he stressed the 

vital importance of the EU budget, of the CAP, cohesion policy, and other EU policies for the EU's 

future competitiveness and for EU individual regions and MS. He referred to the 

difficulties some MS were experiencing in caring for their most vulnerable populations at the 

moment and to the need to have a youth guarantee scheme and an adequate scheme for the most 

deprived people given the economic and social suituation in Europe. He also stressed the 

importance of development and humanitarian aid policy as making the difference between life and 

death for the populations concerned. 

  

The leaders of the major political groups (M. Daul for the EPP, M. Swoboda for the S&D, M. 

Verhofstadt for the ALDE, Ms. Harms, for the Greens/EFA), largely repeated the statements made 

by political groups with regard to negotiations on the next MFF which were made on the occasion 

of the debate with the French President Hollande on 5 February. They stressed that the European 

Parliament was determined to take their budget responsibilities seriously and that the preconditions 

for the  European Parliament to give its consent to a political deal by the European Council on 

the next MFF were that the overall amount of the next MFF be compatible with the policy 

objectives set out for the individual policies.  

 

According to MEPs, the overall amount should therefore be higher than that included in 

the compromise proposals put on table by the PEC. Furthermore, they considered that the deal on 

the next MFF should include the following elements: 

• a flexibility clause through headings and years;  

• a "robust" review clause and a mid-term review of the MFF (Verhofstadt even suggested a 

sunset clause to allow for the EP to give its consent on a revised MFF proposal to be 

submitted mid-term);   

• some kind of commitment towards the creation of a system of own resources, in line with 

the provisions of the treaties. 
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They also insisted on the need for the EU budget to be balanced, in line with the treaty, and were 

very critical of the outcome of discussions at the European Council so far, which aimed at 

reconciling net contributors and net beneficiaries and would have as a result a gap between 

commitments and payments and an aggregated financial deficit of 86 billion euros over the seven 

years period. In response to some questions by political group leaders, President Schulz clarified 

that he would never sign up to an agreement which would not allow for a balanced budget, since 

this would be contrary to the treaty. 

  

MEPs representing political groups further stressed that the European Parliament would reject a 

deal to be reached by the HOSG at the European Council which did not include these elements. M. 

Verhofstadt expressed concerns at possible political pressure on individual MEPs and called on his 

colleagues to stay firm in their positions until the end of the process. Ms Zimmer on behalf of the 

united left GUE/NGL stressed among other issues the need to review EU policy in order to fight 

against poverty and promote development in the developing world in a more efficient way. 

  

M. Callanan on behalf of the ECR considered instead that the EU budget could deliver better results 

with a reduced amount if it was properly reformed and M. Farage on behalf of the EFD considered 

that the UK contribution to the EU was too high.  

 

In their individual interventions, MEPs largely echoed previous interventions and noted that no 

government was imposing such cuts as the ones proposed on the EU budget at national level. 

Instead, most national budgets were said to be still increasing. M. Kalfin, corapporteur on the MFF, 

S&D, BU, warned against delaying the approval of a deal on the MFF, which had the potential to 

harm the implementation of some EU programmes, while stating that the EP would not accept any 

agreement and that a European Council deal would kick off the actual debate on the MFF. The 

Chair of the commission on budgets M. Lamassoure, EPP, FR, criticized the lack of transparency 

and information ahead of the European Council on the MFF negotiation, which he considered odd 

for a discussion on budgetary issues which ought instead to be debated and publicized, and 

considered that any agreement to be reached under those conditions at European Council level 

would not close the debate but would instead be the starting point for it. 



 

6156/13  CT/js 4 
 DRI  EN 

  

Ms Creighton on behalf of the Council stressed that the PEC had a difficult task in trying to 

reconcile the positions of Member States with very different perspectives. She thanked the EP's 

members negotiating team on the MFF for their engagement which had helped inform the 

discussion on the MFF. She recalled the will by the IE Presidency to reach an agreement on the 

Youth Guarantee Scheme at Council level and by President Van Rompuy to mobilize funds for this 

project. On the priorities set by the EP, she confirmed that these were known, noted that all policies 

played an important role and that they should be adquately funded. She reassured MEPs that a deal 

at European Council level would not be imposed on the EP as a fait accompli but that it would be 

the starting point for negotiations with the EP to secure its agreement. 

_______________
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ANNEX I 

 

Council and Commission statements - Preparations for the European Council meeting  

(7-8 February 2013) 

Speaking points on behalf of the Council 

Check against delivery 
 

President, 

Honourable Members, 

 

The European Council which begins tomorrow evening has a heavy agenda. First and foremost it 

must reach agreement on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). This is essential if the EU is 

to have the money to fulfil its tasks. But there are other important issues on the agenda such as 

Trade, the EU's relations with our Southern Mediterranean partners in the context of the Arab 

Spring and the situation in Mali. 

 

Let me begin with a few words on the MFF. The European Council will pick up the discussions on 

the future Multiannual Financial Framework where they were left off last November. We made 

good progress then, but not enough to reach a deal. We must reach agreement this week, and that 

will mean everyone having to make compromises. 

 

A failure would undermine the stability of the Union. It would introduce very considerable 

uncertainty with regards to future planning, and it will set us back just at a time when markets are 

beginning to discover renewed confidence. 

 

President Van Rompuy has been working since November to see where differences can be bridged 

and compromises made. He will present direct to Heads the adjustments which he considers 

necessary to reach a deal. He has the full support of the Irish Presidency. 
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This takes place of course against the background of unprecedented circumstances. Europe has been 

experiencing one of its most severe crises ever. We cannot escape the fact that we are trying to 

reach agreement on a future budget when every line of expenditure, both at the European and at 

national level, is the subject of intense scrutiny. That is the reality facing the European Council. 

 

And it is of course not just the European Council which is concerned. The Presidency, as well as the 

President of the European Council, is fully aware of the critical importance of the European 

Parliament in these negotiations. It is a view which - contrary to what is sometimes claimed - is 

fully understood by those sitting around the European Council table. 

 

This is not just a matter of good institutional cooperation. There are concerns here in this Parliament 

which will have to be reflected in any agreement, if there is to be an agreement at all. We know the 

importance you attach to the overall figures, to flexibility, to a revision clause and the system of 

own resources. We are also well aware of your concerns about the unity of the budget. Some of 

these issues, as you know, have already been factored into the draft currently on the table. 

 

Our understanding of the importance of your views is because we have been listening to you. There 

were regular close contacts with EP representatives throughout the Cyprus Presidency, and the Irish 

Presidency has continued that practice only this week in the margins of the General Affairs Council 

which was charged with preparing the latest negotiations. In addition there were contacts on 

Monday at the highest level between your President, Presidents Van Rompuy and Barroso and the 

Irish Taoiseach Enda Kenny. No one can claim that we have not been listening. 
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If the European Council reaches an agreement this week, our work does not stop. We will continue 

our contacts with you to ensure that the Parliament has before it a deal which you are in a position 

to endorse. Nothing can happen until you have voted - until we have an agreement which is 

acceptable to this Parliament. Do not assume that either we or the President of the European 

Council take this lightly. Even then we will be far from finished.  We will need to work for the 

timely adoption of the relevant legislative instruments, in line with the procedures enshrined in the 

Treaty.  

 

President, 

Honourable Members  

 

The MFF is probably the most important and urgent issue on this week's agenda, but the European 

Council will also be addressing several other key topics, which I would like to present very briefly.  

 

Firstly - trade. If the MFF is ultimately about delivering jobs and competitiveness, so is trade. An 

ambitious trade agenda can open up the prospect of a 2% increase in growth and the creation of 

over 2 million jobs.  

But that requires us to promote free, fair and open trade whilst at the same time asserting our 

interests. We must insist on reciprocity, especially in relation to the world's largest economies.  

 

While we remain committed to the further development of the multilateral trading system, our 

immediate focus has to be on developing bilateral trade relations. These can - and must - make a 

positive contribution to the multilateral system. By building on WTO rules and by promoting 

openness, the EU’s bilateral agreements will help pave the way for further progress at the 

multilateral level.  
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The top priority for the Irish Presidency is our trade relationship with the US. We are eagerly 

awaiting the final completion of works of the EU-US High Level Group for Jobs and Growth, 

which is due to issue its recommendations shortly. There are strong expectations that we should aim 

high and that the level of ambition on both sides should be reflected in a recommendation for a 

comprehensive trade and investment agreement/FTA. It remains the Presidency's firm intention to 

have a negotiating mandate approved by the Council as soon as possible during the first half of this 

year.  

 

The European Council will also be assessing the momentous events which have taken place in our 

Southern neighbourhood over the last two years. They will be looking at how to enhance EU 

support for the democratic and economic transition processes in the region, and to explore further 

ways to strengthen the political dialogue with those countries in transition towards democracy. We 

share so much with our Southern Mediterranean partners. We must use the full range of tools at our 

disposal to ensure that we work together to establish an area of shared prosperity, based on the 

adherence to universal values, such as democracy, respect for human rights, rule of law and gender 

equality. 

 

In order to sustain our commitment to our Mediterranean partners, it is important that the High 

Representative and the Commission keep relations with our Southern Neighbourhood under review. 

The Council will be invited to assess the effectiveness of the EU's policies and instruments in 

assisting the political and economic transition of the region and to report back by June 2013. During 

that time, we will, of course, continue to take account of the views of this House. 

 

The European Council will also take stock of developments in Mali, in particular the decisive action 

taken by Malian and African troops, supported by France, to restore the country's territorial 

integrity and the authority of the Malian state. With regard to the political process, which is vital to 

find a long-term solution to the crisis, the adoption of a roadmap for the transition by the Malian 

National Assembly is a fundamental and encouraging step. It is essential that the roadmap be 

implemented as quickly as possible. 
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President 

Honourable Members 

 

Any one of these issues would constitute a heavy agenda for the European Council. Together they 

mean that we begin this year with a meeting which is charged with particularly significant 

responsibilities, both for the EU internally, its prospects for economic growth and stability, as well 

as its relationship with the wider world.  

 

I thank you for your attention. 

 

 

_______________ 
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ANNEX II  

José Manuel Durão Barroso 

President of the European Commission 

Speech by President Barroso during the key debate on 

the preparation of the European Council 
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