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(3) Notwithstanding paragraph 2, any panel of a local division in a Contracting Member State
where, during a period of three successive years prior or subsequent to the entry into force of this
Agreement, fifty or more patent cases per calendar year on average have been commenced, shall sit
in a composition of two legally qualified judges who are nationals of the Contracting Member State
hosting the local division concerned and one legally qualified judge who is not a national of

the Contracting Member State concerned and is allocated from the Pool of Judges in accordance
with Article 18(3). Such third judge shall serve at the local division on a long term basis, where this

is necessary for the efficient functioning of divisions with a high work load.

(4) Any panel of a regional division shall sit in a composition of two legally qualified judges
chosen from a regional list of judges, who shall be nationals of the Contracting Member States
concerned, and one legally qualified judge who shall not be a national of the Contracting
Member States concerned and who shall be allocated from the Pool of Judges in accordance with

Article 18(3).

(5) Upon request by one of the parties, any panel of a local or regional division shall request

the President of the Court of First Instance to allocate from the Pool of Judges in accordance with
Article 18(3) an additional technically qualified judge with qualifications and experience in the field
of technology concerned. Moreover, any panel of a local or regional division may, after having

heard the parties, submit such request on its own initiative, where it deems this appropriate.

In cases where such a technically qualified judge is allocated, no further technically qualified judge

may be allocated under Article 33(3)(a).
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ARTICLE 29

Exhaustion of the rights conferred by a European patent

The rights conferred by a European patent shall not extend to acts concerning a product covered by
that patent after that product has been placed on the market in the European Union by, or with the
consent of, the patent proprietor, unless there are legitimate grounds for the patent proprietor to

oppose further commercialisation of the product.

ARTICLE 30

Effects of supplementary protection certificates

A supplementary protection certificate shall confer the same rights as conferred by the patent and

shall be subject to the same limitations and the same obligations.
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