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The Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget of the European Union
states in article162.5 that as soon as the Court of Auditors (the Court) has transmitted
its Annual Report, the Commission shall inform the Member States concerned
immediately of the details of that report which relate to management of the funds for
which they are responsible, under the rules applicable. Member States should reply
to the Commission within sixty days and the Commission transmits a summary of the
replies to the Court of Auditors, the European Parliament and the Council before 28
February of the following year.

Following publication on 6 November 2012 of the Court's Annual Report for the
budgetary year 2011, the Commission duly informed Member States of details of the
report. This information was presented in the form of a letter and three
questionnaires (presented as annexes) which Member States were required to
complete: Annex I was a questionnaire on the paragraphs in the report referring to
individual Member States; Annex II was a questionnaire on the audit findings which
refer to each Member State' and Annex IIT was a questionnaire on general findings
related to the policies and programmes under shared management.

This Staff Working Document (SWD), which comprises the Member States' replies
to Annex I and Annex III?, accompanies the report from the Commission "Member
States' replies to the Court of auditors' 2011 annual report".

! Annex II comprises the replies of the Member States to individual Statements of Preliminary Findings and is
not included in the SWD, but is made available to the ECA.
% See previous footnote
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