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INTRODUCTION

A. AIM AND SCOPE 

1. The aim of this document is to provide guidelines and principles that will serve as a basis for 

the establishment and operation of an EU Headquarters (EU HQ), when used in the context of 

an EU-led military Crisis Management Operation (EU-led military CMO). 

2. Detailed procedures are subject to follow-on work and current staffing regarding Standard 

Operational Procedures (SOP) for the various HQs. They are therefore not addressed in this 

document. 

3. The detail of existing policies, concepts and doctrines is not contained herein but such related 

policies, concepts and doctrines are listed in Annex D. 

B. GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR EU-HQs 

4. It is generally envisaged that an EU-led military CMO will be multinational in nature 

(Combined) and with command structures able to command and control operations in which 

elements of more than one service participate (Joint). Furthermore EU Operations 

Headquarters1 (EU OHQs) and EU Force Headquarters (EU FHQs) for an EU-led military 

CMO should always be both Combined and Joint. 

5. Procedures will adhere to EU agreed concepts (see references and supporting documents) and 

will be, to the extent possible, compatible with those of NATO. 

1 In the context of this document the activated EU Operations Centre (OpsCen) will operate according to the 
principles laid down in this document.
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C. CRISIS RESPONSE MILITARY STRATEGIC PLANNING

6. External Planning Support to EUMS

a. In order to develop and prioritise Military Strategic Options (MSOs), the European 

Union Military Staff (EUMS) may draw on planning support from various sources, as 

appropriate. Having determined the initial general options, as outlined in the Crisis 

Management Concept (CMC), the EUMS may call in other planning resources, e.g.  the 

potential EU OHQs. The EUMS evaluates the results of such more detailed work and, if 

necessary, may ask for further support; 

b. The involvement of the potential Operation Commander (OpCdr) is paramount. In this 

case an appropriate liaison team of the respective potential EU OHQ may be deployed 

to the EUMS. This appropriate liaison team would function as a single Point of Contact 

(POC) for the HQ. 

7. Interaction of Parent HQ with EU Civ/Mil Cell

a. One of the operational tasks of the Civilian/Military Cell (Civ/Mil Cell) is the 

generation of the capacity to rapidly set up an EU Operations Centre (OpsCen) for a 

particular operation. In this context the Civ/Mil Cell Operations Centre Permanent Staff 

(OCPS) has to prepare concepts and procedures for the EU OpsCen, to ensure the 

availability and readiness of the key nucleus reinforced and further augmentees for the 

EU OpsCen, in particular by training and education. Furthermore it has to ensure the 

availability and readiness of the facilities and equipment of the EU OpsCen for 

operations, exercises and training and to maintain, update and replace the equipment; 

b. The tasks mentioned above require regular co-ordination and co-operation of the 

Civ/Mil Cell, in particular the OCPS, with all parent HQs in order to avoid unnecessary 

duplications, to establish common understanding and procedures and to ensure 

interoperability, as appropriate and achievable. 
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