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NOTE

from: General Secretariat

to: Delegations

Subject: Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the

approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the
Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and
related products

- Consequences on the agricultural sector

= Information from the Greek delegation

Delegations will find in Annex a revised document submitted by the Greek delegation to be

presented under "Any other business" at the Council ("Agriculture and Fisheries") at its session on

13-14 May 2013.

The Greek language version is to be found in Annex I and the English language translation in

Annex II.
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ANNEX 1

Attnuo e EAAVIKNSC AVTITPOGOTEIOS

GYETIKA IE TIC EMATOGELS GTO YEMPYIKO TONED,

e lpotaonc OAHTI'TAY yo TV TPOGEYYIoT TOV VOROOETIKAV, KAVOVIGTIKOV KOl

OLOIKNTIKAV OWTAEEOV TOV KPUTOV NEADV GYETIKG IE TNV KOTAGKELT], TNV TEPOVGIOGT KOL

TNV TOANGT KUTVOD KOl GUVIQ®V TPOTOVTOY

H EAAnvikn Avturpoconeio £xel OnAmaoet emavnieippéva 6t avayvopilel v avaykn yo
avaBe®Pn o TOL VEIGTAUEVOL KAVOVIGTIKOD TANIGIOV Y10l TOV KATVO Kol T0L GUVAQT TPOTOVTA, TOV
opiletar amd v oonyia 2001/37/EK, pe Bdon tig mo npdceateg eEeMEEIS 6TV EMOTAUN KOl GTNV

ayopd, og 01e0vég emimedo.

61000, 6TOY0G TG TPdTac™G TG Emttponng elval ) tumonoinon tng cuoKeLAGING TOV TPOTOVT®V
KOTVOU Ko 1 0moydpELGT OPIGUEVMVY TPOIOVT®V KATVOD, T0 0Ttoio Oe®pohvTal TopaATAUVITIKA.

H mAnpng Opog amaydpevuon TV mpoiovimy auT®v, 0evV amotelel amidg SLGAVALOYO HETPO, AAAA
Ba £xel Ko KoTaoTpoPikég emntdoels 6tov Evponaikd yempywd topéa. Ta anayopevpéva
npoidvta 0ev Ba mapdyovtal TAEOV [e TN YPNon VOO KaAAEpyoLpeveoy Evpomaikdv pOALoV
Kamvoy, aArd Ba mapdyovion ektdg ™G EE, amd toug amoppntés kot autohs mov GUUUETEXOVY O
pavpn ayopd. Tavtdypova, 1 TPOTEWVOUEVT ATAYOPELGT TPOIOVT®V Bl 0ONY1OEL GE CNUOVTIKA

TAEOVAGLLOTO TNG TOPAYDYNS KATVoD, xwpig duvatdtnteg dteEddov oty ayopd.

H Emutponn, emiong, emduvkel va AaPet tnv e£0v61006tnon yio TV enBoin Tepattépm Pacikdv
TEPLOPICUDV, OTMS Y10l TOV KOOOPIGUS HEYIGTOV EMTPENTAOV TEPLEKTIKOTITMV Y10, OPIOUEVEC
EKTOUTEG TTOV LETPMVTOL GTOV KATVO TOVL TGLYAPOV, TO 0moio Ba £xel ¢ GuvETELN OloKpioELS GE
OPIoUEVEG TOIKIAMES KATTVOV, OGS Ta. Komvd Burley kot avotodtkol TOTOL TOV TapdyovTol Kupimg
otmv EAAGSa.

Eivar avaykaio va tovicwm 6to onpeio avtd 6t otnv EAALGSA 0 Topéag TG KamvokaAMEPYELOG
SwdpapatiCer onpavtikd poro. Extyudror 6t mepiocdtepeg and 25.000 owkoyéveleg ot Xmpa
EUTAEKOVTOL GTNV KOAMEPYELD KO GUYKOMLON TOV OKATEPYUGTOV KATvoL Kal povo. H Biooipudtmra
™G KAAMEPYELNG TOV KamvoD givat (OTIKNG ONUOGIOG O QYPOTIKEG KOl OTTOUOKPVGUEVES TTEPLOYES

g EAAGSac, Otmc oty meployr| T Opdkng.
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* [Tovwo gival 10 olKovOpIKO amoTVTORO TOVL TOpéd TS Evporaikig kanvokaiépyerlac;

>mv EE27, ta o kanvog kaAlepyeitar o 11 kpdtn péAn. To 2012 nave and 214.000 tévor Kamvol
o€ POALO cLAAEXON KOV o8 TepiocdTEPa amd 96.000 ektdpia Kot petamombnkay evidg g
Evponaikng Evoong. Xmnv EE vrdpyovv mave and 70.000 aypdtec mov acyolovvtol e TNV
KaAALEpyELa KamvoD. To GHVOLO TOV TPOGHOTIKOV TOL OGYOAEITOL LLE TI GLAAOYY| KO TNV
eneepyacio tov eOALoV komvoy oty EE27, ektyudton 6t Bavet to 500.000 dropa mepitov. H
KOAALEPYELD QUAADV KATTVOD AVIUTPOGMOTEVEL L0 CNUAVTIKT] a&io TV EEAYRY®MV GTO YEOPYIKO
TOUEN TOV KPOTAOV LEADV. ZOPQ®Va e TiG otatiotikég Epmopiov e EE n a&ila tov eayopévav
KOV®V G€ TPOOPIGLOVG £kTOG TG Evpmdnng avlbe oe mepinov 700 exatoppdpia evpm. H tpdtaon
¢ Emitponnc duvnrikd Oa mpokariésel onpovtikeég anmAgleg OEcewv epyaciag 6Tov oypoTikd
topén Kot Ba B€oet og kKivouvo TN PLOCIHOTNTA KOL TV OVTAYOVIGTIKOTNTO OAOKA POV TOL KAGOOV,

TNV TOYKOGLLO 0lyOPE TOV KOTVOU.

¢ [Towoc mpoPArémeTOon VO EiVOL 0 OVTIKTVTTOC TNC TPOTUGNC T TLTPOTNGS GTO VPLGTAUEVO
11 A E T8

TPOPANIA TOV TAPAVOR®V TPOIOVTMOV KOTVOV;

Q¢ amoTéAEGHA TG OTAYOPELONG TMOV CLYKEKPIUEVMV KOTIYOPIDV TPOIOVIMV, Ol KATOAVOAWMTEG
mhaviTaTo Bo OVTIKOTAGTHGOVY TNV TPOTIUNGY| TOVS LE TAPAVOL TPOTOVTO TV KATYOPUDY
avtov. EmmAéov, N mpotevopevn tumonoinon g cvokevaciag, eivatl mBavd va avénoet v
gvocnoio Tov KATAVOAWMTY) OC TPOG TNV TIUN. G ATOTEAEGHLA, Ol KATAVAAMTEG Oa 001 yiGoVY TN
{\on og envdTtepa TPO1dVTO, CLUTEPIAAUPBAVOUEV®VY EKEIVMV TTOL TPOEPYOVTAL OO T LOVPN
ayopd. [Ipokepévou va katackevachohv eOnvotepa torydpa, Oa ypnoyomombet kamvog

YOUNAOTEPNC TOLOTNTOG, OONYDVTOG TO TOLOTIKA, VYNANG a&iog EAANVIKG Kamvd, extdg ayopdic.

H EAAnvikn avtimpooomneio, Oo n0eLe va avadeiEet TIC apVNTIKES ETIMTMOGELS TOV EVOEYOUEVMDS Oal
EMPEPEL 1] CLYKEKPUEVT TTpOTao odnyiog g Emitponnc otov Evpomaikd yewpykd topéa. Ot
TPOOVOPEPOLEVEG CLVETELEG ol LTOpO VGOV VO LETPLOGTOVV, HETE OO TPOTOTOMGELS TG TPATAOTG
¢ Emtponnc, mpokeipévov va emtevydei 1o id10 enimedo mpootaciog e vyeiag v Evponaioy

TOMTAOV UE YOUNAOTEPES OIKOVOLUKES ETIMTMGELS, 101MG Y10 TOV YEMPYIKO TOUEN.
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ANNEX 11

Request from the Greek Delegation

Concerning the consequences on the agricultural sector

of the COMMISSION proposal for a Directive on the approximation of the laws, regulations

and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the manufacture,

presentation and sale of tobacco and related products

The Greek delegation has declared in many occasions that recognize the need for revising the
existing regulatory framework on tobacco and related products, set forth by Directive 2001/37/EC,

in view of the latest scientific and market developments, at international level.

However, the aim of the Commission proposal is to standardize the packaging of tobacco products

and to prohibit certain tobacco products, which are considered misleading.

A total ban of certain products, would be entirely disproportionate, but also would have devastating
consequences on the European agricultural sector. The restricted products will no longer be
produced using legitimately European grown tobacco leaves, but will be produced outside the EU
by counterfeiters and those involved in the black market. The proposed products prohibition will
lead to a significant surplus of crop production without possibilities of access to the market.

The Commission also, seeks to assume delegated powers to impose further essential restrictions
such as setting maximum yields for certain emissions measured in tobacco smoke, which would
have a discriminatory effect on certain tobacco varieties such as Burley and oriental type mainly
produced in Greece.

I have to emphasise on this point that in Greece the tobacco growing sector plays an important role.
It is estimated that more than 25,000 families in Greece are involved in the growing and harvesting
of raw tobacco only. The sustainability of tobacco growing is crucial in remote rural regions of

Greece, such as Thrace region.
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* What is the economic footprint of the European tobacco growing sector?

In the EU27 leaf tobacco is grown in 11 Member States. In 2012 over 214,000 tons of leaf tobacco
were harvested on over 96,000 ha and processed in the European Union. In the EU there are over
70,000 farmers growing tobacco. Estimates on the entire workforce involved in the harvesting and
processing of leaf tobacco in the EU27 amount to over 500,000 people. Leaf tobacco growing
represents an important export value in the agricultural sector of Member States. According to EU
trade statistics the value of exported tobacco to destinations outside of Europe amounted to almost
EUR 700 million. The Commission’s Proposal will potentially cause significant losses of jobs in the
agricultural sector and will put at risk the entire sector’s sustainability and competitiveness in the

global tobacco market.

* Which are the estimations about the impact of the Commissions’ proposal on the existing

problem of illicit tobacco products?

As a result of a specific product categories ban, consumers will most probably substitute their
preferences with illegally purchased products of the same categories. Furthermore, the proposed
packaging standardization is likely to increase consumer’s price sensitivity. As a result, consumers
will shift their demand to lower price products, including those coming from the black market. In
order to produce cheaper cigarettes, lower quality tobacco will be used, driving high quality and

value Greek tobacco out of the market.

Greek delegation, would like to highlight the negative impact potentially caused by the
Commission’s proposal for a new Tobacco Products Directive on the European agricultural sector.
The above impact could be mitigated by introducing certain amendments to the proposal, in order to
achieve the same level of public health protection but at a lower economic cost, particularly for the

agricultural sector.
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