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- Adoption of the revised political agreement (following early second reading 

agreement with the EP)

Delegations will find in the Annex a statement by the Federal Republic of Germany on the above 

proposal, to be included in the minutes.

___________________

122087/EU XXIV. GP
Eingelangt am 19/07/13



12241/13 ADD 1 CB/sc 2
ANNEX DG E EN

ANNEX

Statement for the minutes by the Federal Republic of Germany

"This Commission proposal on the digital tachograph is intended to establish the efficiency and 

effectiveness of tachographs and to ensure that professional drivers observe the rules on driving and 

rest times even more closely.

In the view of the German Federal Government, the proposal should not result in small and 

medium-sized enterprises - in particular craft industry enterprises - being exposed to further red tape 

without good reason, however.

The compromise text negotiated between the Parliament and the Council makes provision for such 

enterprises to be exempted if they use a vehicle within a 100 km radius from the base of the 

undertaking.  While this is an improvement on the existing exemption, which covers only a 50 km 

radius, for large countries in terms of area, such as Germany, the new provision is nevertheless 

insufficient and therefore not acceptable. Moreover, small and medium-sized enterprises in 

particular are today dependent on reaching customers within a larger radius.

From the start of the negotiations, the German Federal Government has been advocating that the 

exemption be extended to a 150 km radius. As a minimum fallback position, it would still be 

acceptable to Germany if at least those Member States believing this to be necessary were given the 

possibility of extending the exemption to a 150 km radius.

On the basis of the arguments mentioned in this statement for the minutes, the German Federal 

Government is unable to agree to the Commission proposal on digital tachographs in the form 

resulting from the informal trilogue."

__________________




