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Having regard to:

– the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 314
thereof, in conjunction with the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy 
Community, and in particular Article 106a thereof,

– the Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 25 October 2012 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general 
budget of the Union1, and in particular Article 41 thereof,

– the general budget of the European Union for the financial year 2013 adopted on 
12 December 20122,

– the amending budget No 1/2013, adopted on 4 July 2013,

– the draft amending budget No 2/20133, adopted on 27 March 2013,

– the draft amending budget No 3/20134, adopted on 15 April 2013,

– the draft amending budget No 4/20135, adopted on 29 April 2013,

– the draft amending budget No 5/20136, adopted on 2 May 2013,

– the draft amending budget No 6/20137, adopted on 10 July 2013,

The European Commission hereby presents to the budgetary authority the draft amending 
budget No 7 to the 2013 budget.

CHANGES TO THE STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE BY 
SECTION

The changes to the statement of revenue and expenditure by section are available on EUR-
Lex (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/budget/www/index-en.htm). An English version of the changes 
to this statement is attached for information as a budgetary annex.

1 OJ L 298, 26.10.2012, p. 1.
2 OJ L 66, 8.3.2013, p. 1.
3 COM(2013) 183.
4 COM(2013) 224.
5 COM(2013) 254.
6 COM(2013) 258.
7 COM(2013) 518.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Draft amending budget (DAB) No 7 for the year 2013 covers an increase of commitment 
appropriations of EUR 150,0 million in heading 1b of the multi-annual financial framework (MFF).
This is with the aim of addressing certain issues resulting from the final outcome of the negotiations
of the MFF for the years 2014-2020, affecting France, Italy and Spain. The European Council of 27 
and 28 June 2013 considered that a budgetary solution should be given to that matter.

Having regard to the current economic crisis and as a contribution to the special effort needed to 
address the specific situations of unemployment, in particular youth unemployment, and of poverty 
and social exclusion in these Member States, the Commission considers that the most appropriate way 
to assist them is by increasing the European Social Fund (ESF). As the existing allocations have 
already been fully committed in the EU budget, the Commission proposes to increase the ESF 
allocations to those three Member States for the year 2013. The reinforcement of EUR 150 million in 
commitment appropriations will be covered by the margin under the expenditure ceiling of heading 1b 
(EUR 16,0 million), and by the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument (EUR 134,0 million)
targeted to this specific action.

2. ADDRESSING THE SPECIFIC SITUATIONS OF UNEMPLOYMENT, IN PARTICULAR YOUTH 
UNEMPLOYMENT, AND OF SOCIAL EXCLUSION IN THE AFFECTED MEMBER STATES

The proposed amounts will be added to existing ESF programmes. To ensure the effectiveness of the 
increase of commitment appropriations for the year 2013 and facilitate the implementation of the 
programmes, the Commission has taken into account the absorption capacity of the Member States 
concerned for the two objectives of the Funds: ‘Convergence objective’ and ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment objective’.

3. INCREASE OF COMMITMENTS IN HEADING 1B OF THE MFF

The overall request for reinforcement of commitment appropriations in heading 1b amounts to 
EUR 150 million, broken down as follows:

Budget Line Heading 1b Commitments
(EUR)

04 02 17 European Social Fund (ESF) — Convergence 16 683 215
04 02 19 European Social Fund (ESF) — Regional competitiveness and employment 133 316 785

Total 150 000 000

The breakdown between the two budget lines could be adjusted according to the needs.

In accordance with the payment rules of the Structural Funds, all payment applications for a 
programme are assigned to the earliest open commitments. There is accordingly no need for additional 
payments in 2013 for these additional commitments.
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