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Statement by the Commission 
 

 
Where a risk assessment concerning a serious cross border threat to health falls outside the 

mandates of the agencies of the Union, the Commission undertakes obtaining such a risk 

assessment by means of expert groups. 

 

The Commission will, as a priority, have recourse to the Scientific Committees established by 

Commission Decision 2008/721/EC of 5 August 2008 setting up an advisory structure of Scientific 

Committees and experts in the field of consumer safety, public health and the environment and 

repealing Decision 2004/210/EC.  
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Where the specific expertise needed is not immediately available in the advisory structures of 

Scientific Committees and where the urgency so requires, the Commission will inform without 

delay the Member States and relevant scientific bodies about the particular expertise needed to help 

identify the experts it is looking for. The Commission will then appoint experts to contribute to the 

risk assessment needed. 

 

The Commission will ensure the independence of the experts providing this assessment, in 

accordance with its established internal rules. 

 

 

Déclaration du Luxembourg 

 

Le Luxembourg regrette que les références aux comités scientifiques de la Commission dans le 

cadre de l’évaluation des risques relatives aux menaces transfrontières graves pour la santé aient été 

supprimées de la version soumise pour accord au Conseil.  

 

L’engagement de la Commission de recourir aux services de ces comités dans une déclaration 

annexée à la décision est insuffisant alors qu’il aurait été préférable de consacrer leur rôle et leur 

expertise, qui sont incontestables, dans le corps même de la décision, conformément à la solution 

retenue pour les agences de l’Union européenne compétentes en la matière. 

 

 




