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concerning a proposal for improving the damage stability of new passenger ships 
(increasing the Required Subdivision Index "R") 

 

 

Introduction 

 

1. On 26 September 2013 the Commission transmitted to the Council the above mentioned 

Commission Staff Working Document which contains a draft submission to the first meeting 

of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Subcommittee on Ship Design and 

Construction (SDC 1). The deadline for submitting the document, which is annexed to the this 

report, is 15 November 2013. 
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Content of the Commission Staff Working Document 

 
2. In its document, which addresses damage stability requirements under the SOLAS 

Convention, the Commission proposes to examine options for an increase of the Required 

Subdivision Index 'R' for passenger ships. Such an increase should lead to an overall raise of 

the survivability of a ship in case of an accident and thus provide more safety for passengers. 

The Commission proposal is based on research results of EU-funded projects and is in 

accordance with the decision taken at the 92nd session of the IMO Maritime Safety 

Committee (MSC 92) to task SDC 1 with a further examination of studies and existing and 

new submissions.  

 
3. At Union level, damage stability requirements are dealt with in Directive 2009/45/EC on 

safety rules and standards for passenger ships.1  

 

Outstanding issues 

 

4. The draft submission, which the Shipping Working Party examined and revised in its 

meetings on 3 and 17 October 2013, was welcomed and endorsed by a majority of 

delegations. However, DE, FR and IT entered a reservation against the draft submission. The 

three delegations fully supported a further and broader examination of improving damage 

stability and survivability at IMO level but considered that the studies on which the 

Commission bases its proposal need to be further scrutinized and, for the time being, do not 

contain enough proof of a compelling need for an increase of the safety level. 

 
Conclusion  

 

5. In the light of the above, COREPER is invited to 

 -  examine and, if possible, resolve the outstanding issue and  

 - endorse the text of the draft submission annexed to this report, with a view to 

 transmitting it to the International  Maritime Organization before 15 November 2013. 

 

______________

                                                 
1  Directive 2009/45/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 6 May 2009 on safety 

rules and standards for passenger ships, OJ L 163, 25. 6. 2009, p. 1. 
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