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Subject: Recommendation from the Commission to the Council to authorise the 

Commission to open negotiations on behalf of the European Union for the 
renewal of the protocol to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement with Madagascar 
- Adoption of Council Decision 

 
 

STATEMENT BY THE NETHERLANDS 

The Netherlands will vote in favour of the mandate for the negotiations of the new protocol to the 

agreement between the EU and Madagascar.  

Fishery Partnership Agreements should contribute to the development of sustainable fisheries world 

wide. The protocol must be in line with the conservation and management measures taken by the 

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). In this regard the Netherlands stresses the importance of 

the development of adequate management plans for migrating species, like tuna, in the IOTC as 

relevant regional management organisation.  

The partnership agreement can only be sustainable if both partners participating in the agreement 

are able to show their compliance with these measures in a fair and transparent manner. 
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STATEMENT BY THE COMMISSION 

The Commission does not consider it necessary that a Council Decision authorising the opening of 

negotiations indicates a substantive legal basis. 

However, the Commission is not opposed to it in this case given the particular circumstances in the 

sector. 
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