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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 12 April 2012
THE EUROPEAN UNION
8266/12
Interinstitutional File:
2011/0238 (COD)
ENER 116
CODEC 854
NOTE
from: General Secretariat of the Council
to: Coreper
No. Cion prop.: 13943/11 ENER 283 CODEC 1406
Subject: Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council setting up
an information exchange mechanism with regard to intergovernmental agreements
between Member States and third countries in the field of energy
- Preparation of Presidency compromise for informal trilogue
1. On 21 March, Coreper agreed on a mandate' for the first informal trialogue that took place on

28 March. The Presidency informed Coreper on the outcome of that informal trialogue on 30
March. In addition, a technical meeting took place on 29 March in order to book progress on
technical issues. Furthermore, the Presidency held bilateral informal consultations with

delegations to assess their further flexibility, if any.
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2. At the Coreper meeting on 30 March, the Presidency announced that at the next Coreper
meeting on 18 April, difficult choices might have to be made. In order to prepare this
discussion, the Presidency undertook bilateral consultations with delegations. At the trialogue,
the Presidency also invited Parliament to indicate its priorities. Subsequently, Parliament
informed the Presidency that its unanimous view is that great importance should be given to
transparency and that its proposals for Articles 3, 4, 5 and for the review clause in Article 8

are the way to achieve the desired transparency.

3. On the basis of the first informal trialogue, the subsequent technical meeting, and bilateral

contacts with delegations, the Presidency proposes further changes; these are reflected in the

fourth "Presidency compromise” column in the Annex, in underlined text . These changes
concern recitals 3 (p. 5), 4 (p. 6), 10 (p. 13), 12a (p. 14), 13 (p. 15), 13a (p. 16), Article 3(1)
and (3) (p. 21 and 25), Article 5(1) (p. 28), Article 6 (p. 31 - 32), Article 7/3a (p. 33) and
Article 8 (p. 34).

4.  With a view to preparing the second informal trialogue, scheduled for 23 April, Coreper is
invited to agree on the mandate for the Presidency on the basis of the text as set out in the

third and fourth columns of the Annex.

Note: the 4-column text in Annex contains the Commission proposal, the ITRE opinion, the
provisional Council position (as it stood on 17 February, before the examination of the ITRE
opinion) and the proposed Presidency compromise. Changes as compared to the Commission
proposal are in bold; deletions are reflected by [].

In the fourth column, changes proposed in response to draft amendments are reflected in bold
italics; in addition, changes compared to the previous mandate are underlined.
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