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Subject: Food safety — access to transparent information among Member States

- information from Czech Delegation

Delegations will find in Annexes a document submitted by the Czech delegation to be presented

under "Any other business" at the Council ("Agriculture and Fisheries") at its session on

26-27 April 2012.

A Czech language version is to be found in Annex I and an English language version in Annex II.

9066/12 CC/rm 1
DGB?2 EN



ANNEX I

Bezpecnost potravin — pfistup k transparentnim informacim mezi ¢lenskymi staty

Aktudlni potravinové aféry (napf. pouzivani technické soli a falSované vaje¢né moucky v PL) opét
ukazuji na dalezitost vymény informaci mezi ¢lenskymi staty a EK a podtrhuji vyznam
bezprostiedni a oteviené komunikace prostfednictvim Systému rychlého varovani pro potraviny a

krmiva (RASFF).

Systém RASFF je velmi G€inny nastroj ochrany zdravi lidi, jeho potencidlné slabym mistem miize

byt nedostate¢né vyuzivani systému ze strany kompetentnich autorit ¢lenskych statt.

Ackoliv maji ¢lenské staty podle ¢l. 50 Natizeni EP a R €. 178/2002 povinnost neprodlené
informovat Komisi o existenci vazného ptimého nebo nepiimého rizika pro lidské zdravi
vyplyvajici z potraviny nebo krmiva a také povinnosti, které plati pro afedni kontroly ve vSech
¢lenskych statech EU na zaklad¢ natizeni (ES) ¢. 882/2004 (¢lanky 34-38), ve skutecnosti se

v posledni dob¢ objevily situace, kdy ¢lenské staty nekomunikovaly dostate¢né pohotové a

transparentné.

Vcasné, dostatecné a transparentni poskytovani informaci je pfitom v takovych ptipadech kli¢em
k vzajemné diveére a kvalitnimu fungovani systému. Stejné tak nejednotnd interpretace sdilenych
informaci maze zptusobit nedorozuméni a ohrozeni kredibility, coz dostava kompetentni autority
ostatnich CS do slozité pozice, kdy je &asto v sazce diivéra vefejnosti ve statni dozor nad

bezpecnosti potravin a zpochybiiovana funk¢énost celého systému.

Ceska republika v kontextu aktualnich zkuSenosti souvisejicich s kauzami technické soli a vaje¢né
moucky v Polsku navrhuje, aby se EK i Rada zabyvaly vyjasnénim jednotného ptistupu k rozsahu

poskytovanych informaci a také jednotné interpretace jejich obsahu.
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ANNEX II

Food safety transparency between Member States — Access to information

Current food scandals (e.g. the use of industrial salt and adulterated egg powder in PL) once again
show the importance of information exchange between Member States and the European
Commission and underline the importance of direct and open communication through the Rapid

Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF).

The RASFF is a very effective tool for protecting human health; its Achilles heel could be

insufficient use of the system by the competent authorities of the Member States.

Although under Article 50 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Member States have an obligation to
immediately inform the Commission of the existence of a serious direct or indirect risk to human
health deriving from food or feed as well as obligations that apply to official controls in all EU
Member States under Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 (Articles 34-38), there have in fact been cases

recently where Member States have not communicated with sufficient speed or transparency.

Yet in such cases timely, sufficient and transparent information is crucial for mutual trust and for
the system to work well. In the same way, inconsistent interpretation of the information shared
could lead to misunderstandings and threaten credibility, which puts the competent authorities of
other MS in the difficult position that the public's trust in government monitoring of food safety is

at risk, and the functioning of the entire system is called into question.

Given current experiences with the cases of industrial salt and egg powder in Poland, the Czech
Republic proposes that the European Commission and the Council clarify a uniform approach on

the scope of information provided and also a uniform interpretation of its content.
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