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EU Action on Migratory Pressures -A Strategic Response 
 

 

I INTRODUCTION 

 

The political commitment of Member States in the fight against illegal immigration has been 

reflected in previous European Council and Council Conclusions in 2011 and earlier. On the basis 

of a report on the EU response to increased migration pressures prepared by the Polish Presidency 

(doc. 18302/11) following discussions in the JHA Council in September and October 2011, the JHA 

Council on 13-14 December 2011 concluded that the report would form the basis for a paper on 

action in this area and invited the incoming Danish Presidency to develop such a paper. 

 

Following proceedings in SCIFA on 13 February, at the Working Party on Integration, Migration 

and Expulsion on 12 March, at the High Level Working Group on Asylum and Migration on 

20-21 March, and at the informal SCIFA on 28-29 March 2012, the matter was discussed in SCIFA 

on 16 April 2012 on the basis of doc. 8688/12. Coreper at its meeting on 18 April 2012 examined 

the revised text set out in doc. 8714/12. The paper was received favourably by delegations, and the 

Presidency has, in light of comments made, prepared the text set out in the Annex, with a view to its 

approval by the April 2012 JHA Council. 

 

II FOLLOW-UP 

 

The EU Action on Migratory Pressures as set out in the Annex includes a non-exhaustive list of 

strategic priority areas where efforts need to be stepped up and monitored in order to prevent and 

control existing pressures that derive from illegal immigration as well as abuse of legal migration 

routes. The order of appearance does not reflect a priority, which the circular figure at the front 

page also indicates. It addresses issues such as initiatives to strengthen the prevention, control and 

combat of illegal immigration at the Greek-Turkish border, prevention of illegal immigration from 

and via the Western Balkans and intensified efforts to combat abuse of free movement rights by 

third country nationals. 
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The EU Action on Migratory Pressures is intended to respond to current challenges to the EU in a 

tangible and realistic way. It is important that it becomes a "living document" which is updated on a 

regular basis in order to be capable of responding to migratory pressures, which can change rapidly. 

 

The Presidency proposes that after approval by the Council of the EU Action on Migratory 

Pressures, the following arrangements are put in place to ensure the necessary follow-up: 

- Future Presidencies will be responsible for updating the list of actions set out in the Annex on a 

biannual basis, taking into account developments in relation to migratory pressures, the progress 

achieved in the implementation of the actions and any relevant recommendations in the annual 

report of the Commission on asylum and immigration; 

- SCIFA/Mixed Committee will oversee the implementation and update of the list of actions; 

- Member States are encouraged to volunteer to monitor various challenges, where appropriate, so 

as to ensure that one party has an overview of the development in the described activities. The 

aim is to ensure that the various policies and measures are put into effect and to help future 

Presidencies in their follow up. 
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