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Statement by Sweden 

 
Sweden welcomes the adoption of a regulation on autonomous trade preferences for Pakistan.  

Trade is a vital driving force for growth and development, and has benefits for all parties. However, 

remembering that this particular regulation is the end-product of the European Council’s decision 

on 16 September 2010, to ease trade as an emergency response for recovery after the devastating 

floods in Pakistan that year, Sweden regrets that the adoption of the regulation comes late, is limited 

in scope, and will endure, de facto, only a short period of time. Given the EU’s commitment to use 

trade as a tool for development and economic recovery, the Council will revert to the matter of 

autonomous trade preferences for Pakistan before the end of 2013. Sweden remains committed to 

Pakistan’s eligibility to GSP+ in 2014 provided it meets the necessary criteria. 
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