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The meeting was chaired by Mr Danjean (EPP, FR). 

 

Exchange of views with the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy on the latest developments in the area of CSDP, in the context of the Parliament report 
on the implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy (rapporteur: Mr Danjean) 
 

The Chair/rapporteur briefly presented the Parliament report outlining the strategic developments 

and pointed out that the EU still had difficulties finding its place in the global framework, due, to 

some extent, to the reticence of some Member States.  

 

The High Representative delivered the speech set out in the Annex.  
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Speaking on behalf of his political group, Mr Salafranca (EPP, ES) was pleased to hear that the 

High Representative appreciated the work of the Parliament and took the view that a comprehensive 

approach to the CFSP was required, albeit with a certain focus on geographical areas and themes, as 

well as better coordination/cooperation with partners such as NATO in order to improve 

effectiveness. For the S&D group, Ms Gomes (PT) put particular emphasis on Libya, where the 

security vacuum was exploited by terrorists, and took the view that any CSDP mission/operation for 

Mali should also take account of this situation. She advocated pooling and sharing, though she felt 

that Member States had not yet realised the need for this. Ms Neyts-Uttenbroek (for the ALDE 

group, BE) wanted to know if there were plans for a strategic dialogue with Russia and asked what 

effects the adoption of EU visa restrictions for Russian officials involved in the Magnitsky case 

might have. For the Greens/EFA group, Ms Brantner (DE) welcomed the comments of the High 

Representative on the comprehensive approach and pointed out that the MFF could lead to a 

significant decrease of the CFSP budget. She also drew attention to the Tuaregs in North Mali; she 

considered that the Tuaregs should be brought back into the political process. In this context, she 

was supported by the GUE/NGL speaker, Ms Lösing (DE) who had doubts about Mali's military 

capabilities. Individual speakers (Ms Koppa (S&D, EL), Mr Kacin (ALDE, SI) and Ms Lunacek 

(Greens/EFA, AT)) focused largely on Serbia and Kosovo. 

 

In reply, the High Representative agreed with Mr Salafranca on the comprehensive approach and 

said that the 2012 EEAS review could be the opportunity to work on a more general framework. 

She underlined the excellent cooperation with NATO, stating that the cooperation was growing in 

scope and substance. Regarding the security vacuum issue in Libya and its consequences, she 

reported that she had discussed the issue with US Secretary of State Clinton and that she would 

present a crisis management concept at the November Foreign and Defence Ministers meeting. She 

shared Ms Gomes' assessment and said that Member States had to understand that they needed to 

cooperate. The High Representative recalled that the EU supported a broad and inclusive political 

dialogue which should address the needs of all people across the Sahel region. She refrained from 

commenting on Mali military capabilities and explained that the current focus was on supporting 

regionally-owned ECOWAS (training, logistic support, etc.). To Ms Neyts-Uttenbroek, she replied 

that there was a close cooperation with Russia and discussions on issues of common concern, 

though more could be done (e.g. Transnistria), but it required a unanimous decision by the Member 

States.  
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Concerning the Magnitsky case, she reported that it had been raised in all dialogues with Russia and 

was now in the hands of the Member States. Regarding her comment on the EULEX Kosovo audit 

mentioned by Ms Lunacek and Ms Brantner, the High Representative said that the report had been 

given serious consideration and that some of the findings had already been addressed, whilst others 

could not be tackled by the EU/EEAS. Furthermore, she said that there were no plans to replace 

KFOR with a CSDP mission and that the cooperation on the ground between EULEX and KFOR 

was very good; the difficulty was not so much the cooperation between the two as the problem of 

supplying Formed Police Units in Northern Kosovo. 

__________________
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Speech by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 

Brussels 7 November 2012 

 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you today! It really is important that we spend time 

talking about our Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). I have just come from my regular 

meeting with the Secretary General of NATO. I attach great importance to what we do in this area 

and I know that in the European Parliament there are strong advocates of the work that we are doing 

and also of the opportunities that we need to take to enhance our work. I don’t see criticism as a 

negative thing, I think it is really important that you are able to push forward in these areas where 

you believe there is more that can be done. I don’t make an excuse by saying that we are at the 

beginning. I do say that the more we are able to work together, the more we are able to push 

forward on these issues that are really important. 

 

The operations that we have got lie at the heart of our CSDP policy and I think in this year we can 

point to some dynamic developments. We have got the missions in Sudan and in the Horn of Africa 

and as you have said, Mr President, in the Sahel. We are working on the crisis management 

concepts for two potential new missions: a military mission in Mali and a civilian mission in Libya 

that will focus on border management particularly. 

 

To answer your question on Mali - on the meeting of the 15th of October we were invited by the 

Foreign Affairs Council to work on a crisis management concept and I will be presenting this to a 

meeting of foreign and defence ministers on the 19th November. One of the possibilities that we are 

looking at is to extend our mission EUCAP Sahel Niger to other countries of the region. 
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I would say though - and I have said this so many times to foreign and defence ministers and when I 

am talking with our colleagues who are operationally engaged in theatre - that we should not forget 

that we have to finish what we have started with on-going missions that we have. I think here 

especially of the work that we are doing in the Balkans. And, as some of you know, linking that to 

the work that we are doing on trying to find political solutions on the way forward I think we can 

point to some very clear results - and I have tried in how I have steered our approach to CSDP to 

look for real results. 

 

So when I think about the work that we are doing in our missions in the Horn of Africa, I can point 

to real results. In 2010 we saw 47 ships that were pirated off the coast of Somalia. By 2011 that was 

25 and so far this year it is 5. It's five too many, but the trend is in the right direction. There were 

about 176 confirmed attack attempts to highjack in 2011 and only 35 so far this year. By the end of 

this year our training mission for Somalia will have trained 3000 soldiers. And they make a real and 

recognisable contribution on the ground in Somalia where the government has been able to take 

control of large parts of the country. 

 

Colleagues, I went to see for myself in Mogadishu what is happening there. I went and met the 

commanders of the missions and the forces there to discuss with them how they saw the missions 

and their effectiveness. So there is real success, there are sustainable results. But I would argue that 

it has to be part of a broader strategy and that is what the Lisbon Treaty and the post-Lisbon world 

is all about. And I am very pleased to see that this is a theme that comes through in the report. 

I have talked about Somalia and we have invested very heavily on the political front - my 

engagement, the engagement of colleagues on the ground, of our new EUSR Alex Rondos. As I 

have said when I visited Mogadishu and the region in August, it was very interesting to discuss with 

all of the commanders of our 3 operations what they thought we should do; each one of them said 

that we have very important missions, they need to be properly resourced, need to be understood for 

what they can do, but absolutely vital in the context of a broader approach. 

 

Stopping piracy at sea needs to go hand in hand with preventing piracy from happening on the land, 

the solutions that will bring the end of the fighting and the war in Somalia. When I was talking with 

the women in particularly who were leading the changes in Somalia, they told me: "21 years - we 

have had enough.  
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You have been with us all the way, but what we need now is sustainable ways in 

which we are able to ensure the development that will move our country forward." And doing all of 

the things that we do is also about working closely with others, for example the operation SHIELD 

with NATO in that particular action where we have ATALANTA. 

 

Finding the way to move from liberation to development to a country that is able to stand by itself - 

now when I talk about that, I am not side-lining our CSDP missions or trying to instrumentalise 

development policy or humanitarian aid. On the contrary - it is about using all of the resources that 

we have and being consistent about the way we do it, so that we recognise, as we do now in the 

Sahel, the multiplicity of the problems, from hunger to a lack of development, to a lack of 

government engagement, to the failure to provide basic services and education and health, to the 

recognition that there are those who wish to use extremism and terrorism, or the drugs trade that is 

operational and partly linked into what is happening in that part of the world. 

 

So when you look at the breadth of the challenge, you need to put in place an approach that is going 

to address each of those needs - what we do in our CSDP missions is a vital component of that 

strategy, and linked into that conflict prevention mediation. It's an area that I feel passionate about, 

an area where we have to do more, and an area where, if it's decided that we have a separate 

institution, I will support that, providing I can draw on its resources. Tonight, as you know, we have 

the next meeting of the Prime Ministers of Serbia and Kosovo which I will host; we also try and 

move forward with Iran. So I understand very well for my own role the importance of trying to do 

more on conflict prevention and mediation, and the help and support that frankly we need to be able 

to do that. And again the European Parliament plays an incredibly important role in understanding 

that and in enabling us to do that. And I want to see as build up the capacity to do that internally and 

of course externally. 

 

I want to talk a little bit if I might, Mr President, about capabilities, because CSDP allows us to act 

but we have to have the capabilities to do it - our Member States provide those and we all know the 

consequences and challenges of the financial crisis, its effect on national budgets and on defence 

capabilities.  



 
15987/12  SMO/js 7 
ANNEX DRI   EN 

That's why I put huge emphasis on pooling and sharing, working with our colleagues in 

NATO on their concept of smart defence, but in what we do following a two-pronged approach. 

First of all, concrete projects – air to air refuelling, a huge issue as we've discovered during the 

conflict in Libya. Secondly, developing the whole approach of pooling and sharing to be more 

systematic, so it's part of the national planning processes, while also making sure that that fits well 

with wider European policies, research and development, dual use, the way that we work with the 

defence industry. 

 

All of this is crucial to being more able to use our resources effectively. This seems of course very 

prominent, Mr Danjean, in your report, and both of these topics are on the forthcoming meeting of 

the Council of Ministers in Defence format on 19th of November. All of this is vital if we're going 

to be as effective as I think we wish to be, but even more effective than we are now. 

 

And we have to make sure that we evolve our work in the global context. For example, there is a 

growing interest from other countries, in particularly from Asia partners - India, Indonesia, South 

Korea, Vietnam and China - to engage with us in a security and defence dialogues. When I travel to 

these countries I meet with their Defence Ministers, with their National Security Advisors, looking 

at how we can cooperate in a concrete way. We have to be confident and build on that engagement 

so it becomes part of our strategy for how we ensure security in the world. 

 

And as you know, we're very keen to see this raised at the level of the European Council. I'm 

delighted that President Van Rompuy has put that on the agenda and we will prepare for that 

discussion, beginning with our next meeting in November. It's very important, too, that we look at 

all of this in the right context. We have to be clear about the challenges that we face, we have to be 

clear about ensuring that we have the resources to act, we have to be clear about the context in 

which we're working and we have to be clear that we're operating in theatre on the basis of an 

approach that is going to bring not just immediate solutions, but long term solutions. Again, as I've 

described it, the comprehensive approach. 
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We need to marshal to our aide all of the different elements that we have, getting cleverer, smarter 

about the resources that we have -through the European Defence Agency, developing new ways of 

collaboration, working closely with the defence industry, making sure that we have strong ideas on 

growth and innovation, and working with third parties, countries with whom we have a common 

interest on particular projects in order that we can be collaborative in that. So just a very brief 

runthrough of the way that I see it, but for me we have to keep moving on this, we have to keep 

pushing as hard as we can to recognize that we have an important role to play and ensuring peace 

and stability for our people in the European Union and in tackling some of the challenges that we 

need to face. 

 

Thank you. 

 

__________________ 

 




