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2. Data on application of the Framework Decision  
submitted by the Member States 

Information on the number of incidents reported, cases prosecuted and cases sentenced is 
essential in order to understand the practical application of the Framework Decision. 
However, as recurrently reported, data collection on hate speech and hate crime is not uniform 
in the EU and thus not sufficient for reliable cross-country comparisons.  

Limited data collection in a Member State (where few incidents are reported, recorded and 
prosecuted) can be an indicator that hate crimes are not effectively tackled. The Commission 
asked all Member States to provide it with figures about the incidence of and the criminal 
response to hate speech and hate crime. BE, CZ, DK, DE, IE, FR, LV, LU, HU, AT, PL, RO, 
SI, SK, FI, SE and UK have submitted these data:1 

In BE the police registered 860 cases of incitement to discrimination, hatred or violence 
in 2011 and 432 cases in the first half of 2012. A total of 726 cases of racism and 
xenophobia (including hate speech, hate crime and discrimination) were reported to the 
prosecutor in 2012, and 66 judgments (49 of which were convictions, 4 acquittals and 8 
suspensions) were passed. 2 

In CZ, 4 persons were convicted in 2011 for ‘encouragement to hatred against a group 
of people or to restrict their rights and freedoms’ and 2 persons were convicted for 
committing the same offence in 2012. No figures were provided as regards cases 
reported or prosecuted. 

DK registered 38 cases of hate speech reported in 2011, 19 prosecutions, and 5 
convictions. As for 2012, 36 cases were reported, and there were 15 prosecutions and 6 
convictions.3 

Police forces of the Länder registered a total of 1605 cases of incitement to hatred or 
violence in 2011 in DE. Judgment was passed in 400 cases, 265 individuals were 
convicted. 1733 cases were registered by police forces in 2012 but there are no statistics 
available on their criminal follow-up yet. 4 

IE reports that there were 142 racially motivated incidents in 2011 and 98 in 2012. It 
has not submitted data on prosecutions or judgments passed.5 As regards specifically the 
offence of ‘incitement to hatred’, there were no incidents recorded in 2011 and there 
were 11 recorded in 2012. 

                                                            
1  Each Member State uses different legal terms. In this overview the terms used have the following 

definitions. Judgment means a judicial decision taken by a court, Conviction means that the accused 
person was found guilty of the crime. Acquittal means that the accused person was not found guilty and 
was discharged. Prosecution means the conducting of legal proceedings against someone.      

2  Rapport Annuel 2011, ‘ Discrimination/Diversité’, Centre pour l‘égalité des chances et la lutte contre le 
racisme.  

3 Statistics extracted from the police computer systems (POLSAS). 
4  These data are (partly) based on the ‘report on the protection of the constitution’. The statistics refer to 

crimes against the state and are not comparable to criminal prosecution statistics.  
5  Statistics can be found at the website of the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration. 
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FR reports an 82 % rate of criminal response to incidents of racism, xenophobia and 
antisemitism in 2012, and 431 convictions in 2011 for offences related to racism, 
antisemitism and discrimination.6 

In LV criminal prosecution was started against 3 persons in 2011 and 2 persons in 2012 
for ‘provocation of national, ethnic or racial hatred’.7 For this crime a total of 11 
persons were tried between 2011 and 2013. No persons were tried for ‘incitement of 
religious hatred’.8 Information with regard to convictions/acquittals was not submitted.    

LU refers to 3 judgments on cases of hate speech in the period 2011-2013, 2 resulting in 
convictions and 1 acquittal. 

HU has reported that in 2011, 101 ‘hatred crimes’ were registered and there were 40 
prosecutions. In 2012, 105 ‘hatred crimes’ were registered and there were 24 
prosecutions. Most of the prosecutions in the period 2011-2013 did not result in 
convictions.   

AT registered in 2011, as regards the offence of incitement, 10 prosecutions, 6 
convictions, 1 acquittal and 1 pre-trial diversion. In 2012 there were 17 prosecutions, 2 
acquittals, and 2 pre-trial diversions; a different source registered 10 convictions in 
cases where this was the leading offence. As regards the offence of denying, grossly 
trivialising, approving or justifying National Socialist genocide or other Nazi crimes 
against humanity, in 2011 there were 78 prosecutions, 45 convictions, 7 acquittals and 
10 pre-trial diversions. In 2012 there were 65 prosecutions, 9 acquittals and 5 pre-trial 
diversions. A different source registered 58 convictions where this was the leading 
offence. 

PL registered 323 criminal proceedings on hate speech and hate crime, 40 prosecutions 
and 20 convictions. In 2012, 473 criminal proceedings were registered, 75 prosecutions 
and 34 convictions. 

RO registered 25 cases of ‘incitement to racial / national hatred’ in 2011, leading to no 
prosecution. There were 66 cases registered in 2012, again leading to no prosecution. 
Four judgments were rendered on this offence in 2012. 

SI reports that there were 5 prosecution proposals and 4 convictions in 2011, as well as 
17 prosecution proposals and 16 convictions in 2012, under the offence of ‘inciting or 
provoking to hatred, violence or intolerance’. 

According to statistics submitted by SK, there were 11 judgments in 2011 and 6 in 2012 
on offences corresponding to Article 1 of the Framework Decision. As regards crimes 
with a racist or xenophobic motivation, the aggravating circumstance was applied in 16 
cases in 2011 and a further 16 in 2012. 

                                                            
6  Rapport 2012 sur la lutte contre le racisme, l‘antisémitisme et la xénophobie, Commission nationale 

consultative des droits de l'homme. 
7 Statistics provided by the Prosecutor’s office. 
8 Statistics provided by the Court Administration. 
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FI registered 11 incidents ‘suspected’ of constituting ‘ethnic agitation’ in 2011, 3 
prosecutions and 1 conviction. In 2012 there were 4 prosecutions and 6 convictions 
under this offence. The police also registered 175 cases of defamation and 153 cases of 
menace ‘suspected’ of having a racist motivation. However there are no statistics 
showing the level of prosecution and judgments passed in cases of defamation and 
menace with a racist motivation.9 The provision on racist and xenophobic motivation as 
an aggravating circumstance has been applied so far in approximately ten cases per 
year. 

SE identified just over 5490 hate crimes in 2011, 72 % of which had a racist or 
xenophobic motivation and 12 % an anti-religious (Islamophobic, anti-Semitic, 
Christianophobic and others) motive. In March 2012, 70 % of identified hate crimes 
(principal offence) reported in 2010 had been cleared up. 7 % were personally cleared 
up, 63 % of the cases were cleared up technically and 30 % were, at the end of March 
2012, unresolved.10 

UK: 

- Cases where incitement (‘stirring up hatred’) was the main offence: 

a) England and Wales: in 2011/2012, the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
recorded 17 charges for this offence, resulting in 13 convictions and 4 
acquittals. The number of cases charged and reaching a first hearing in the 
magistrates’ courts was 30 in 2011 and 23 in 2012 (excluding possession). The 
Ministry of Justice recorded 9 persons convicted of this offence in 2010 and 6 
in 2011 (excluding hatred on grounds of religion).11  

b) Scotland: 0 proceedings were recorded in 2010/11 for this offence, and 1 
proceeding in 2011/12, resulting in a conviction. 

 - Cases where hate crime was the main offence: 

a) England and Wales: in 2010/2011, 31 486 racially and religiously aggravated 
offences were recorded by the police. In 2011/2012 the number of hate crime 
cases referred to the CPS by the police for a charging decision was 14 781. The 
most commonly prosecuted crimes in 2011/2012 were offences against the 
person (49.5 %) and public order offences (31.5 %). In this period there were 
also 12 367 completed prosecutions; 10 412 convictions with 84.2 % successful 
outcomes; 12 357 racist hate crime defendants referred to the CPS for charging 

                                                            
9  These are the provisions used in FI for cases of hate speech against individuals, whereas the offence of 

‘ethnic agitation’ is applied where the victim is a group.  
10  Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention (Brottsförebygganderådet - Brå): Hate crime 2011 

(Statistics on police-reported offences with an identified hate crime motive. A summary of report no. 
2012:7).   

11  Crown Prosecution Service (CPS): Annual Report on hate crime and crimes against older people for 
2011/2012 (October 2012). The CPS data cannot be directly compared with the Ministry of Justice data, 
because they relate to different time periods and because different cases progress through the criminal 
justice systems at different rates.  

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=10174&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:2010/11;Nr:2010;Year:11&comp=2010%7C2011%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=10174&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:2011/12;Nr:2011;Year:12&comp=2011%7C2012%7C
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decision by the police; 11 774 racist offences prosecuted, of which 84.4 % were 
successful, and 76.3 % of all successful outcomes involved convictions; 415 
cases motivated by hostility on grounds of religion referred to the CPS by the 
police; 593 cases involving religiously aggravated hostility prosecuted, of 
which 80.8 % were successful, and 71.2 % of successful outcomes were due to 
convictions; the principal offence categories for racial and religious hate 
crimes are offences against the person (49.6 %) and public order offences 
(32.5 %). The number of racially and religiously aggravated offences charged 
and reaching a first hearing in the magistrates’ courts was 14 815 in 2011 and 
24 535 in 2012. The Ministry of Justice recorded 2 731 judgments for racially 
and religiously aggravated offences in 2010 and 950 in 2011 (excluding the 
basic offences). 

b) Scotland: for racially aggravated conduct, 1022 persons were prosecuted in 
2010-2011 (with 839 convictions) and 1083 (with 898 convictions) in 2011-
2012. However, a different source recorded 759 persons prosecuted (with 614 
convictions) in 2010-2011  and 797 (626 convictions) in 2011-2012. 

c) Northern Ireland: in 2010-2011, there were 298 prosecutions for offences with 
racial and religious hostility motivation, of which 51 were for an indictable 
conviction and 247 for a summary conviction. In 2011-2012, 332 prosecutions 
were brought for offences with racial and religious hostility motivation, of 
which 68 were for an indictable conviction and 264 for a summary conviction.  


