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 Joint Statement 
  

Delegations will find in Annexes information from the Visegrad group countries and Austria, 

Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia (4+4) on the above subject to be presented under ''Any other 

business'' at the Council ("Agriculture and Fisheries") on 17 May 2016. 
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Situation on commodity markets: Outcomes of the meeting of the Visegrad group countries  

plus Austria, Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia (V4+4)  

 

Despite all efforts and measures taken by the European Commission and the Member States the 

long-standing crisis on the commodity markets has not been stopped and situation has not been 

stabilized. The situation especially in the dairy and pigmeat sectors, where the purchase prices have 

been below production costs for a long period of time, is becoming untenable and producers are 

considering leaving the sector. 

 

The difficult situation on the commodity markets was also the main subject of the meeting of the 

Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Austria, Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia which 

was held under the Czech presidency of the Visegrad Group on the 29th April in Prague. 

 

Ministers agreed that the measures taken so far will have to be complemented both by tools of the 

immediate aid, as well as the mid-term measures. Due to the nature of the crisis and the factors 

which caused this dramatic and long-standing decrease in prices, there is a need for the response on 

the EU level on this challenge which is faced by European farmers. Therefore Ministers urge the 

European Commission to introduce adequate measures on the EU level that will help to stabilize the 

situation on the commodity markets immediately. 

 

The Joint Statement of the eight Member States (CZ, PL, HU, SK, AT, BG, RO, SI) is attached in 

the Annex. 
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