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NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Delegations
Subject: Protection of the geographical indications during the International trade

negotiations of the Union
- Requested by the Greek delegation

With a view to the meeting of the Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 17 May 2016, delegations
will find in Annex a document provided by the Greek delegation, followed by a courtesy translation

in English, on the above-mentioned subject.
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ANNEX

OEMA: «IlIpoctacio tov ['eoypapikdv EvdeiEemv katd T1g d1e0velg eumopikés S1ompay Lo TEVGELS

¢ Evponaikng Evoongy

Y& o 60 Kot TEPIGGOTEPO TAYKOGUIOTOMUEVT ayopd, ot 'ewypapikég Evoeilelg anmotedov 10
HEGO YL TNV Tpootacio o€ O1eBVEC emimedo Yo 6Tt umopel va eivar Lovadikd Kot TOAVTIUO GE
TOTIKO Kol TEPLPePeELaKo eminedo. H andknon doe pog 'ewypaeikng Evoeiéng sival cuyva pioa

Hokpld SVCKOAN Kot Enimovn StodikacioL.

H npoctacio tov ['eoypagpikdv EvoeiEemv pmopel va dnpiovpyncet a&ia yio Tig TOTIKEG KOWVMVIES
HEG® TPOTOVTIMV TTOL £Y0LV TIS pileg TOVG GTNV TOPEOOCT|, TOV TOATICUO KOl TN YE®YPOPia,
vrootnPilovTag TNV AypOTIKN aVATTLEN Kol VEEG EVKALPIES ATOGYOANONG OTNV TAPAYMYY,

petamoinon Kot GAAEG GLVOQEIS SPACTNPLOTNTES.

‘Eva této1o mapadetypa omoterei ) IIOIT ®ETA, éva tupl pe peydin aminynorn o1o KoTovolOTKO
KOwO 1060 01N d1eBvn 660 KoL 6TV £6MTEPIKT ayopd. To Tpoidv avtd £xel avayvoplotel pHetd
amd Tolvypovn mpoondbeia wg [Ipoidv Ovopaciog [Tpoéhevong Exel GLYKEKPIUEVEG TPOIIAYPAUPES
01 OTTO1EG AOLTOVV VO, TOPAYETOL LE OPIGUEVO TOPAGOCIOKO TPOTO Kol EVTOG UG GOPDS

kafopiopévng Teployng Topoymyng.
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H ®¢ra, népa and epupinpotikn Feoypapn ‘Evoeiln, amotelel atuAofdtn g EAANVIKNG
KTNVOTPOQiag, VELPOAYIKO TOUEN Y10 TNV AVATTUED, TV OTAGYOANGT KOt TIG LKPOUECOIES
emyepnoels. Emumiéov pe tov avamtuélokd Hag oYeSOGHO Yo TOV aypOTIKO TOUEN diveTat
waitepn PapdtnTo oV KTVOTpOoPin Kot Wloitepa 6Ty aryompoPatotpo@ia, 1 omoio etvol
GUVLPACUEVT), IGTOPIKA KOl TOMTICUIKE, e ToV EAMANVIKO Tpomo {wng. H TTOIT ®éta otnpilet avt
TNV OTIYUN TOAAEG (IAMAOESG OIKOYEVELEG KTNVOTPOQ®Y OAAG KOl OTLLOVTIKO aptBpd Tupokopwy. To
ONUOVTIKOTEPO OPMG Elval 1 SUVOLIKT TOVL TPOIdVTOC, 1) omoia pe Bdomn v moykoouo Cnon,
EKTILATOL OTL £fvor TOAAATAGGLO TG VPIGTAUEVIC TOAPAYMOYNG, KO LTOPEL VO AMOTEAECEL TOV
TLADVO OVATTUENG TG KTNVOTPOQIOG KOt TNG OVTIGTOUYNS 0lypOSATPOPIKNG oG Propnyaviog, o
enopeva ypovio. ['a va emtevybel dpmg avtod Oa tpéner ) ITOIT Oéta va Tpoctatevdel ovGLOGTIKA
amo tov aféuto avtaywviopo. Eivatl oe 6Aovg yvwotd 6t n [TOIT PETA veictatar cuotnpatikd
KOTAYPNOT KO GPETEPIGLO, OO ENMLYEPNGELS TPITOV YOPOV, O 0mtoies epmopevovtal wg «ODETA»
AeVKd TVPLA TOV Kapio oyEon Ogv £x0oVV 0VTE UE TIG TPMTES VAESG, OVTE LE TOV TPOTO TOPAYWYNG
oA Ko 00TE pE TIG cuVONKEG OV emkpatovV oty oproBetnuévn {ovn mapaymyng g ITOIT
DETA a1 evtélel pe eVTEADG SLOPOPETIKO KOGTOG TOPAYWDYNG KOL TPOCPEPOLEV TIUN GTOV

KOTOVOAW®TY).

I'vopilovpe 611 Evponaikn Exitponn 1 onoia dtampaypatevetat yio v Evponaixn ‘Evoon
debvelc cuppmvieg, tpoomabel kKabe Popd va meTVYEL TO KaADTEPO omoTéAesa Yia v Evoon ko
ta Kpdtn MéAn. H ohokAnpwon (og onuavtikng Copeoviog pe £vo oTpatnyko etaipo amotelel
whvTo po TpdKANnon kot éva 00VoKoAo eyyeipnua mov amortel eveAEia Kot cuuPiPacpovg Kot amd
T1G OV0 TAEVPES. QOTOGO 1) TPOCTAGIN TOV YEWYPAPIK®V EVOEIEEMV, OTWG PNTE OVOPEPETAL KO
010 GpBpo 13 tov Kavoviopov 1151/2012 tov E.K kot tov Zvpfoviiov, Exet vonua dtav
VOIOTAVTOL TEPUTTAOCELS AUECTG ) EULECTG EUTOPIKNG XPNONG /KoL KaTéypnong g
KATo®PIopéVNG ovoposiog. E1dAlmg av dev vpioTavtal TETolEg TEPMTMGELS ival GaPEG OTL 0VTE
N mpoctacio Exel peydAn onpocio ovte N dStampaypdrtevor kdmowa Wiaitepn dvokoiia. Emiong o
omoog cupPipacpdc g E.E pe otpatnyikoig g etaipovg dev Umopet kot 0ev TpEmEL va ivot €1G
Bapog evog onpavtikov topéa g Evponaikng Evoong mov givor 1 yewpyia, n onoio arotelel

0VCIMON TVADVA AVATTVENG 1O1AITEPO TNV TEPLPEPELQ.
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Avctoymdg Tapadetypota tétolmv cUPIPacU®V eldapE GTIG TEAELTAIES SAMPAYLATEVCELS TNG
E.Emutponng pe tov Kavadd (CETA), tig Kowvotnteg N.Agpiknig kot v Zrykamovpn, 6Tov M
«TMPOCTOUGIO TNG CNUOVTIKOTEPNG Y10 LOG YEOYPAPIKNG EVOEIENS EUEIVE, BTNV OLGIA, AVEL

OVLGLACTIKOD TEPLEYOUEVOV, YEYOVOS TO 0TTOL0 OV PUTOPEL VO YIVEL ATOOEKTO OO TAELPAS NOG.

H EAGda Bempel moAd onuovtikd to amoteAéspata TV dmpaypotevcewy g E.Emtponng pe
TPITEG YDPES OGOV APOPA TNV Yepyia va cu{nrovvtal oto ZvpuPovio ['emwpyiag Tpv 10 KAEIGLO
tou¢ ®ote Ta Kpdtn-MéAn va £xovv v evkaupio, pEca amd TNV KATIAANAN GOVOEGT TOV
Zvppoviiov, va S10TVTMOGOLVV TIG ATOYELS TOVS Kot 0mtd Kool va amogacilovv yio tnv AnEN 1 v
OLVEYIOT OVTOV TOV dompoypatevcewy. H yempyio, couneptlapfavoléveoy Tov Yewypoeikmv
evoei&ewv g E.E, Oa mpénetl va méyouv va givat To Tpoc@Eépope «dMpo» TPOS TOVG ETAIPOVS LLOG
elte oT1g dyuepeig cvppwvieg eite otov IIOE mpokepévou va E0cQOAGTEL 0 1GOPPOTNUEVOG

YOPOKTIPOAG TOV SUEPAV 1| KO TOAVUEPDV EUTOPIKAOV KOl OLKOVOULIKMV GUHOOVIOV KéOe £ld0vG.

Me v Zvpeovia mov etodaletor va vroypayel  E.E. pe ™ Notia Appikn kot tov Kavadd
auEIGPNTEiTOL COPMOS VOUIKE, 0ALA Kol NOKd 1 VTapEN TOV EAANVIKOV SIKAIOUATOV GTY) QETA,
O€dOUEVOL OTL 1) LOVASIKOTNTA TNG £YKELTOL GE GUYKEKPIUEVO YEWYPOPIKA YOPUKTNPLOTIKA
(YAwpida, LAES K.AT.) Kot TeVikEg neBddovg. H eEAAnvikn TAgupd pe Ty vToypaen g
ocvppmviag mov grotudletatl va vroypayel ) E.E. pe m Notwo Agppikr| kot tov Koavadd, {ntaet tnv
0LGLUOTIKY] OWPAKIOT) TOL TAPATAVE® AVAPEPOUEVOD TPOTOVTOGC. XTO GYEOL0 TNG CLUPMOVING, OTTMC
elval onpepa, 1 PETOL OV TPOGTATEVETAL EMOPKMG Kol AVTO OmoTeELEL TPOPAN A OYL LOVO Yid TV
ayopd g N. A@pikng, aAld Kot Yo ayopéc aAlwv Tpitov Xwpdv pe 116 omoieg E.Emtponn £xet

N01 OAOKANPDOGEL SOTPAYUATEVGELS, OLOTPOLYLOTEVETOL 1] TPOKELTOL VO, TO TPAEEL GTO UEALOV.
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COURTESY TRANSLATION

SUBJECT: «Protection of the geographical indications during the international trade

negotiations of the Union»

In a more and more globalized market, Geographical Indications are the means of protection at
international level of what is unique and valuable at the local and regional level. The acquisition of

a Geographical Indication is often a long difficult and consistent process.

Protection of Geographical Indications can create value for local communities through products
that origin in tradition, culture and geography by supporting rural development and new job

opportunities regarding production, processing and other relevant activities.

Such an example is the PDO Feta cheese which is very popular with consumers both in the
international and internal market. The product in question, after many years of efforts, has been
registered as Protected Designation of Origin and its specific standards require to be produced

under a certain traditional way within a clearly defined production area.

PDO (Protected Designatiom of Origin) Feta cheese, is not only an emblematic Geographical
Indication but also s the main pillar of the Greek livestock, which is a key sector for the growth,
employment and SMEs. Additionally, according to our development planning of the agricultural
sector, special emphasis has been given to livestock, particularly to sheep and goat sector, which is

promptly linked historically and culturally with the greek way of life.

Nowadays, thousands of farmers and a considerable number of cheese producers are occupied in
the production of PDO Feta cheese. But the most important, is the product dynamics, which, based
on the worldwide demand, it is estimated to be multiple of the current production and it could be in

the years to come a pillar of development of the livestock and the respective agri-food industry.
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In order to achieve this, PDO Feta cheese, should be substantially protected from unfair
competition. It is known that the PDO Feta cheese has systematically undergone misuse and
usurpation by third countries’ companies, trading several types of white cheese as 'FETA cheese'
which have nothing to do with the authentic PDO Feta cheese regarding the raw materials, the
production process, the conditions in the defined production area, the production costs and the

consumers’ price.

We are aware that the Commission, negotiating for the EU, international agreements, is trying to
achieve the best result for the EU and Member States. The finalization of an important agreement
with a strategic partner is always a challenge and a difficult task which requires flexibility and

compromise from both sides.

However, the protection of Geographical Indications, as explicitly stated in Article 13 of
Regulation 1151/2012, has sense for cases of direct or indirect commercial use and/or misuse of
the registered name. Otherwise, if the abovementioned cases do not exist, it is clear that neither the
protection is of a big importance nor the negotiation presents particular difficulty. Moreover the
concessions between the EU and its strategic partners cannot and must not be at the expense of

the European agriculture, which is a cornerstone of its regional development.

Unfortunately, examples of such concessions are included in the negotiations’ results with
Canada (CETA), the South African Communities and Singapore, where the "protection™ of the
most important for our geographical indications could be considered with no substantive content ,

which is not acceptable from our side.

Greece considers very important that negotiations outcomes concerning agriculture, should be
discussed before their conclusion at the Agrifish Council, so as the Member States, have the
opportunity to express their views and properly decide for the future of these negotiations through
the appropriate Council synthesis. With the aim at achieving a balanced and proportional
approach of the bilateral and/or multilateral trade and economic agreements of any kind,
agriculture including the EU Geographical Indications, should cease to be offered as a "gift" to our

trade partners for the benefit of other sectors of EU economy.
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The agreements with South Africa and Canada which are about to be signed, controvert legally and
morally existence of PDO Feta cheese rights, since the product uniqueness lies in specific
geographical features (flora, animal breed, etc.) and techniques. The signing of the agreement by
the Greek side requires essential protection of the abovementioned product. In the draft
agreements, as they stand, the PDO Feta cheese is not sufficiently protected and this is a problem
not only for the N. Africa market and Canada, but also for the markets of other Third Countries
with which the E.Commission has already concluded negotiations, negotiate or going to so in the

future.
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