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UK Minute Statement in relation to the Adoption of the Council Decision on the conclusion, on 

behalf of the European Union, of the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in 

Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. 

 

The Council is being asked to adopt a Proposal for a Council Decision, with Articles 114, 207 

and 218(6)(a) of the TFEU as its legal base, on the conclusion, on behalf of the European Union, of 

the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and 

Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime (“the Firearms Protocol”). 
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The United Kingdom believes that Articles 83 and 87 of the TFEU should have been cited as legal 

bases to reflect the subject matter of Articles 9 and 11 respectively of the Firearms Protocol.  

Further, the UK considers that the Council Decision should have been split into two, to cover both 

the non-Title V, and the Title V, aspects of the Firearms Protocol.  As the United Kingdom can 

accept the policy objectives of Articles 9 and 11 of the Firearms Protocol, it has notified its wish to 

take part in the adoption and application of this Decision, in accordance with Article 3 of 

Protocol No.21 on the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland in respect of the area of 

Freedom, Security and Justice annexed to the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on the 

functioning of the European Union. 
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