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Subject: Criminal Law Contact Group - Guiding principles for legislative initiatives in 

the field of substantive criminal law 
-    Information by the Presidency on an informal meeting   

  

 

Further to on initiative by MEP Dennis De Jong, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on 

22 April 2012 on "An EU approach to criminal law" (2010/2310(INI)).  

 

That resolution called, inter alia, for "an inter-institutional agreement on the principles and working 

methods governing proposals for future EU substantive criminal law provisions" and invited "the 

Commission and the Council to establish an inter-institutional working group in which these 

institutions and Parliament can draw up such an agreement and discuss general matters, where 

appropriate consulting independent experts, with a view to ensuring coherence in EU criminal 

law".  

 

While establishing an inter-institutional working group appeared not to be advisable at that stage, 

the Council and the Commission were willing to informally exchange views on the quality and 

consistency of legislation in the field of European criminal law. It is for this reason that the criminal 

law contact group (CLCG), an informal contact group of representatives of the European 

Parliament, the Council and the Commission, was established. 
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The three institutions have each adopted a set of guiding principles for legislative initiatives in the 

field of substantive criminal law:  

 

  the Parliament, in 2012, adopted the Resolution "An EU approach to criminal law" (see 

reference above);  

  the Council, in 2009, adopted its "Council conclusions on model provisions" (doc. 

16798/09);   

  the Commission, in 2011, adopted its communication "Towards an EU Criminal Policy: 

Ensuring the effective implementation of EU policies through criminal law" 

(COM(2011)573 final).  

 

During the meetings of the CLCG, Mr. De Jong noted that it would be logic and appropriate if the 

three Institutions would adopt one common document which could also be a more informal 

guiding 

principles for legislative initiatives in the field of substantive criminal law. As a basis for this work 

a table produced by the EP Secretariat could be used, which contains a comparison of the 

documents of the three Institutions (see the Annex).     

 

The Presidency would like to discuss the issue of the guiding principles with the Member States and 

the Commission. To that end, the Presidency intends organising an informal meeting at the 

Netherlands Permanent Representation on Tuesday afternoon 28 June 2016. Mr. de Jong will be 

invited to attend part of this meeting, so that he can provide his views on the said issue and can 

respond to any questions of the Member States. After Mr. De Jong has left, there will be an 

exchange of views among the Member States.          
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