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COVER NOTE

From: Secretary-General of the ACP Group of States

To: EU Co-Secretary of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers

Subject: Decisions and Resolutions of the 103rd session of the ACP Council of

Ministers held in Dakar, Senegal, on 26 and 27 April 2016

Delegations will find attached the Decisions and Resolutions of the 103rd session of the ACP
Council of Ministers held in Dakar, Senegal, on 26 and 27 April 2016.
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ANNEX

DECISION No.6/CIN/16
OF THE 1037 SESSION OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR (SENEGAL} FROM Z6 TO 27 APRIL 2016

OUTBREAK OF ZIKA VIRUS IN THE CARIBBEAN

The ACP Council of Ministers,

- meeting in Dakar, Senegal, fom 2610 27 April 2016

RECAILING the objectives of the Georgetown Agreement, including conzolidating and
strengthening the solidarity of the ACP Group;

HAVING REGARD T the 11% EDF Infra-ACF indicative programine and partcularly its
objective 1. Z related to the strengthening of health systems in ACP countries;

HAVING REGARD alzo to Article 12, paragraph b (iii} of the dnnex IV of the Cotonou
Agresrment;

WHEREAS Caribbean states are being seriously affected by the Zika virns which haz
spread throughout the dmericas and noting its potential economic and zocial irnpact;

WHEREAS the World Health Crganization [WHOT has declared the Zila rirus az a Public
Health emergency of International concem;

NOTING that the governiments of the Caribbean region have been proactive and are
giving priority attention to this health iszue and are taking a multi-zectoral approach to
eradicate thiz diseaze;

WHEREAS the WHO and Pan dmerican Health Organization are working with
Caribbean member states fo communicate the risks of Zika, promote prevention and
irnprove surveillance;

NOTING that thiz new health ernergency sitnation, underzcores the need to take wrgent
action to strengthen the health zectors in ACP Countries as recominended by the ACP
Conneil following the Ebola outheeal;

NOTING alzo the efforts by the Caribbean Public Health Agency [CARFPHA}L to provide
technical supportio the region especially through Zika testing:
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HEREEBY DECIDES TO:

1.

Instruct the Committes of Armbassadors to engage with the EU in order to provide
ar urgent response to thiz critical sitnation facing Caribbean member States, by
approving an appropriate financial allocation frora the 11% EDF Intra-ACP
rESOUICES;

Requestthe Coramittes of Ambassadors to ensure that the modalities for allocation
and confracting the rezources respond adequately to the nrgency of the situation,

Dakar, 27t April 2016

Hon Léon Raphaél Mokoko

Minister of Integration and Planning
ofthe Republic of Congo

President of the ACP Council of Ministe rs
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 103~ SE5510N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, 5ENEGAL, FROM Z6THTO 2Z7THAPRIL 2016

ACP-EU ECONDMIC FARTNERSHIF AGREEMENTS (EPAS}

The ACP Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from Zét o 27% 4pril 2016,

RECALLIN G that the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States [ACP} and the
European Union [EU} set out to negofiate Economic Parinership Agreements
[EP4s}, meant to be "tools for developrent” contribmting to poverty reduction,
sustainable developrment, to support and strengthen regional integration, sparring
trade, and the beneficial integration into the global econormy;

HAVING received ministerial updates on the EP4 process in the seven EPA regional
configurations;

WELCOMING the concluzion of negotiations in West Africa, East Africa Comrnurnity
and SADC EPA regions; however CONCERNED by the EU'z unilateral -established
deadlineof 1= Cctober 2016 for signing, ratifring and implementing the agreements
concluded in 2014 ;

NOTING the completion of the monitoring studies on the CARIFORUM-EU
Economic Partnership Agresrnent which demonstrate that the region iz facing
impleraentation challenges and that limited benefits have accrued to countries in
the region;

FURTHER WELCOMING the effective progress achievedin the iraplementation of
certain interitn EPAs;

NOTING that substantial negotiations for corprehensive EPAz have not taken place
with Central Africa, Eastern and Southern Africa, and the Pacific regions for long
periods of time due to continming differences between the parties;

WHEREAS the existence of multiple trade regiraes hasz a disruptive effect on the
regionalintegration initiatives;

1. Reiterates itz appeal to the EU fo show sufficient flexibility in the EP4
procesz so that outstanding negotiations can be concluded  for mutunal
benefit;
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Calls on the EU to resume negotiations with the Central Africa, the Eastern
and Southern Africa (ESA} and the Pacific EPA regions at the ministerial
level to resolve the outstanding contentions izzues on market access offers,
hon execution clausze, developraent cooperation, financial support to
implernent the EPAs, fizheries and other frade-related matters, az zoon as
poszible;

Urges the EU to work with the regions concerned to address the difficulties
encountered in implementing the EP4z, in order to make them real tools
tor developenent that contribnte to the realisation of SDiGs;

Urges the ET to ensure that 4CP States thatcomply with the set timelines
are in no way dizadvantaged by the deadline of 1 October 2016;

Reiterates the need for an effective follow -up and monitoring mechanisa
to ensure that the EPAz are implernented in a manner that meets the
developrment objec tives of the ACP States and regions;

Affivms that measures should be taken to ensure that Africa’s regional
integration agenda iz not itnpeded in any way by commitinents made in the
EPdsz; Appeals to the EU fo relax dernands on the EPAs, so0 that least
developed countries can join and thereby enable ACP regions fo deepen
their integration;

Reiterates that as most ACP States and regions enter the EPA
implernentation phasze, they require predictable, additfional and adequate
tinancial resowrces, as well as  technical assistance, to  support
implernentation of the EPAs;

Reiterate s itz request to the EU to enzure that policy measures, including
cornrittnents made to third parties in FTA negotiations, do not adverzely
affect the competitiveress of ACP exports;

Notes the proposal to convens the ACP-EU Joint Ministerial Trade
Cormithes on 9 December 2016; Express the ACP Group’s preference for
an earlier date, before 1 October 2016 to take stock of the state of play ,and
therefore Calls on Memberz to seriously addresz all issues of interest and
concern in the EP4 process within the specific regions ;

ACP-UE 2115/16
ANNEX

DGC1

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=108668&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:ACP-UE%202115/16;Code:ACP-UE;Nr:2115;Year:16&comp=2115%7C2016%7CACP-UE

10

11

Invites ACP Stater that have notdone zo fo sign the agreement on Customs
Administrative Cooperation, with a view to itz operationalization and to
eftect curulation;

Instructs the President of Council fo forward this resolution to the
European Comtniszion, Council of the European Union and the European
Parliament, ACF Parliamentary Asszembly as well as to the African Tnion
Corarmizzion and the 4P Regional Integration Organizations.

Dakar, 27 April2016
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RESOLUTION
OF THE 1034 SE5510N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

HELD IN DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM Z6TH AND 27™ APRIL 2Z0H &

FISHERIES

The ACP Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from Zedand 27 4pril 2016,

RECALLING the rezolution on Fisheries, adopted in Bruzsels, at the 10204 Sezzion
of the 4CF Council of Ministers in Hovember 2015

HAVING REGARD to the Cotonou Agreement and, in particular, article 23(4}
thereof;

HAVING REGARD ALSO to the Economic Partnership Agreements and, in
particular, the relevant articles on fisheries thereof;

RECAILING the oblizations under the Cotonou Agreement which require future
tisheries agreements to give due consideration to the developrment needs of
coastal states, inter alia, obtaining maxitnum sustainable valne from ite fisheries
FESONLCES;

WHEREAS the Eurcpean Union negofiates bilateral Sustainable Fisheries
Partnership agreements with ACP Coastal States that grant EU vezszels access fo
tishing o pportanities in respective ACP coastal states waters;

NOTING the expressed need of ACP coastal states to negotiate or renew their
bilateral Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agrestnents and their implementing
protocols with the Enropean Union;

RECOGNIZING the potential of marine resonrces to confribute fo the sustainable
development of ACP coastal states;

CON CERNED by the negative impact of climate change on the oceans which result
inter alia, in placing severe strain on the marine environrment and access to marine
living resources;

CONCERNED that the threat to label zome 4CF countries as "non-cooperative” in
the fight against IUT fizhing, under EC Regulation No, 1005/ 2005 could morph into
a technical barrier fo trade or a non -tarift barrier;
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HAVING EXAMINED the report of the Comrmittes of Ambassadors to the 103
sezgion of the Council of Ministers and paying particular attention fo itz
recominendations thereof:

1. Calls upon the ACP Secrefariat to take the neceszary stepe fo support
Member States in negotiating improved Sustainable Fisheries Partnership
Agreements that ensure the sustained and equitable flow of benefitz and
contribute to the sustainable developraent of the fizsheries sector;

2. Imstructs the ACP Secretariat to ensure that issues regamding fisheries
subzidies and Special Differential Treatment that were not resolved at the
WTD MC10 Conference in Naivobi are effectively pursued and included in
the Post-Nairobi Work Programme;

3. Encouragesthe ACP Szcretariat to continue working closely with Regional
Fizheriez Mechanisinz and Regional Fisheries Organizations to idenfify the
appropriate level of contribution and support to adequately meet the
tatinral needs including in the context of threats that IUT regulations have
brought to bear on their fishing industries;

4.  Call on Committee of Armbaszadors to ensure that the 4CF Secrefariat
conziders fisheries az one of the climate-senzitive areaz in the Intra-acP
Indicative Programie;

5. Requests the Committes of Atnlassadors fo accelerate efforts to mobilize
tinancial resources in support of actions for fisheries and aguaculture
developrment and blue growth initiatives to unlock the potential of ocean-
based econormies.,

Dakar, 27t April 2016
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 103~ SE5S510N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, 5ENEGAL, FROM Z6THTO 2Z7THAPRIL 2016

RECENT TENSIONS BETWEEN BELIZE AND GUATEMALA

The ACP Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from Ze%and 27 April 2016,

RECAILING that the Republic of Gunaterals continues to maintain territorial,
insular and marititne clairnz against Belize, and that Belize wholly rejects zuch
clairns;

NOTING with concern the recent tensions along Belize's border with the
Republic of Guatemala that threatens peace and stability between these
sovereigh neighbouring States;

AFFIRM S itz coramifinent to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Belize;

CALIS on Belize and the Repuhblic of Guateraala to continue to abide fully by their
Agrecment on a Framework for Negotiations and Confidence Building Measures
of 20085, which cormmits both countries to refrain from the threat or use of foree
and layz out a wverification process to address border incidents under the
anzpices of the Organization of American States;

WELCOMES the recent dizcussions that iz taken place between the leaders of
Belize and the Republic of Guatemala to de-escalate the ongoing high-level of
tensions and to return focus to building bi-lateral confidence;

Expresses ifz support for the call by Belize to esfablish confidence-building
measures between Belize and the Republic of Guatemala on the Sarstoon-River
which forms the southern boundary of Belize;

URGES both governments to hold, as early as poszsible, the required national
teferenda to submit Guatemala'z clairns to the International Court of Tustice for a
final resolution in accordance with the Special Agreement of 2008 between the
Governtents of Belize and the Republic of Guaterala;

CALIS on the international community, incloding the European Trnion, to
support the efforts of Belize and the Republic of Guatemala to zeek a peaceful,
final and just resolution to the dispute arizing from Guatemalan clairms over
Belize's territory and, in particular, to support the facilitation role  of the
Organisation of American States,

Dakar, 27t April 2016
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 103~ SE5510N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, 5ENEGAL, FROM Z6THTO 2Z7THAPRIL 2016

FOURTEENTH SESXI0ON OF THE UNITED NATIONY CONFERENCE

ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

The ACP Council of Ministers,

Mesting in Dakar, Senegal, from 26% o 270 April 2016,

WELCOMING the holding of the fourteenth session of the United Mations
Conference on Trade and Developrnent [UNCTAD 1<} in Nairobi, Kenra from 15
- 22 July 2016

NOTING that UNCTAD 14 will bring together Heads of State and Governraent,
Ministers and other prominent players from the buziness world, civil society and
acadernia to tackleglotal trade and economic developiment issues;

RECOGNIZING that UNCTAD XIV comes at a watershed moment, following the
adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ataba
Action Agenda in 2015, The forthooming quadrernial conference will pave the
way for UNCTAD o make its contribution to the achisverment of the ambitions
goals establizshed by these outcomes;

NOTING that the Conference will alzo decide on TNCTAD's programme of work;

WELCOMING the theme of the Conference "From decision fo action: moving
toward an incluzive and equitable global economic environiment for frade and
develo proent” and itz four zub-themes;

RECOGNIZING that TNCTAD has an excellentand proven record in development
rezearch and innovative thinking, an efficient and effective intergovernmental
tachinery az a vital developrment forurw, and its technical cooperation activities
have acted as powerial tools for tackling the comrnon challenges facing ACP
countries and other developing countries as well az econories in transition in
the paztand coming years;

REAFFIRMING the resolution of the Addiz sAbaba Action dgenda [paragraph 88}
to "strengthen the important role of the United Nations Conference on Tradeand
Developrent (UNCTAD} as the focal point within the Urited Nations system for
the integrated treafinent of frade and developrnent and interrelated iszues in the
areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable development”;
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H. BELIEVING that TUNCTAD iz suitably placed to szupport ACP States as they
implement various commitments under the EPAz, complex outcome of Tenth WTO
Mirizterial Conference and dgenda 2030 for Sustainable Develo praent;

DESIROUS of participating and benefithing from the mandate and work programine
to be approved by UNCTAD 14;

1.

Express ouwr szatisfaction with the work of UNCTAD and Call forthe
further strengthening of UNCTAD, alzo recognizing itz role az major
institutional stakeholder for Financing for Developraent, in supporting the
follow-up and irmplementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the addis Ababa 4ction Agenda and ofher major
international agreetnents in relation to trade and development and inter-
related issues in the areas of finance, technology, investrment and
suztainable developrment

Commit to do all that is necessary to ensure high level participation of its
Memberz at the UTNCTAD 14 in Nairobi as an important opporfunity o
translate the decisions of last year into concrete actions, as well az to
further advance the evolution of UNCTAD's role and mandate az one of
the major UN instifutions on developrnent, ite holistic approach to
developmment, and the enhancernent of its capacity fo meet the needs of
&CP and other developing countries;

Stress the importance of more effectively harnessing trade as an engine
for sustainable and incluzive developrent, and of establishing national,
regional and international economic environments conducive to the
successful pursnit of sustainable developraernt, in line with Agenda 2030,
and in particular for ensuring prosperity for all:

Establish a stronger working relationship with the UNCTAD post Hairobd
with a wiew fo derive real benefits from the TNCTAD fechnical resourmes
and in thiz regard instuct the ACP Ambaszsadors in Brussels and Geneva
to work closely in coordination to ensure ACP States’ effective
participation in THCTAD;

Instruct the Prezident of Counci to forward thiz resolution to the

Secrefary-General of UNCTAD for this resolution to be distributed az an
official document for the Conference,

Dakar, 27t April 2016
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REXOLUTION

OF THE 10370 SESSION OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM 2650 TO Z27HAPRIL 2016

The ACF Coundl of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, frorm 26% to 27% 4pril 2016

RECAILING the resolntion on Agrienlture Commodity Trade and Sector
development adopted in Brussels, at the 102¥d Sezszion of the ACP Council of
Ministerz, Hovember 2015;

HAVIN G REGARD to the outcomes of the 10%WTO Nairobi Ministerial Conference
(MC 10} held in Nairobi, Eerga, which adopted a decision on cotton with three
principle elements on market access, domestic support and exportcompetition;

NOTING that the ACP Group was engaged in the WTO negotiations striving for
fairer trade rules for cotton with the longer ®erm strategic objective of increasing
itz corpetitiveness and value addition of African cothon to optimize producers’
incomes:

RECALLING that while European Union's support to itz cothon sector iz deemed to
zerve the purpose of maintaining the ginning capacity in the countries concerned,
9®4 of the production of zome EU Member States are currently being exported,
therefore competing with ACP Cotton on the international rmarket ;

WELCOMING the good results achieved by the Support programme for the
Conzolidation of the Action Framework under the EU-Africa Partnership on Cotton
which will core to an end in early 2017;

NOTING that nearly all the Focal points supported in the framework of this
programine are not in post for a variety of reazons thereby negatively impacting
implerentation of cotton activities;
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HAVIN G EXAMINED the report of the Ministerial Consnltations on commodities
held on 25 April 2016, in Dakar, Senegal and paying particular attention to the
recoraraehdations thereof;

1.

Welcome s the outcomes of the 10% WTO Nairobi Ministerial Conference (MC
10} held in Mairoki, Eenya in Decernber 2015 az positive step fowards
achieving a fairer rule baszed frading regime for African cotton, which are
esgential in confributing to increazed competitivensss and value addition of
African cotton and to optimise producers'incomes;

Calls wpon the European Union to support the implementation of BMC10
decisions and the continued support for the Cotton dossier at WTO and to
demonstrate itz continued support and leading role in this context by taking
neceszary actions to revise further itz support to the EU Cothon sector;

Calls upon the ACP Secretariat to ensure that support to cothon iz considered
during the prograraming of the relevant 11% EDF Infra-ACP resources,
principally to support the developrent of the value chairg through setting
up a new support programme for the consolidation of the Action
Frame work under the EU- Africa Partne rship on Cotton;

Encourage s the regional organisations az well az African Union institutions
to devote appropriate attention to cotton in defining their sectoral
agricultural and industrial priorities; and

In structs the Presidentof Council to forward thiz resolution fo the Council of
the European Union, the European Parliament, the European Union Member
States, and the European Comrnission

Dalkar, 27 April 2016
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 10352 SESSI0ON OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HELD IN
DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM 26t TD 2730 APRIL 2016

The ACF Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from 2e% o 27% Apeil 2016,

HAVIN G REGARD to the resolution on dgriculture Comraodity Trade and Sector
development adopted in Brussels, at the 102 Sezgion of the ACP Couneil of
Miniz ters, November 2015;

HAVIN GREGARD ALSO to the Economic Partnership dgreements and in particular
the relevant provisions on sugar thereof;

CON CERNED with the exizting and ongoing Free Trade Agreements concluded by
the EU, from the perspective of ACP preferential sugar market access, and NOTING
that overall there are tariff rate quotas arizing from these deal: in emcess of
600,000 tonnes of sugar, including high sugar content products, many of those
agreements also providing for an increase over the years;

HAVING EXAMINED the forecasts made in the Euwropean Commission’s latest
publication entitled "Prospecets for EU agricultural markets and incorte 20715-
2025" izsned in Decernber 2015 on the basis of lkely key outcoraes on the expiry
of EU sugar and izoglucose gquotazs in 2017 and concerned that some of the
torecasts, if materialized, will have adverse effects on the wviakility of sugar
induztry in the ACP Country;

NOTING that both ACP and EU parties have confirrmed that the Joint Technical
Comrmittes on Sugar will remain an official structure for the ACP to convey its
concerns and views on EU sugar policy issues;

NOTING ALSO that Commizzion officialz continme fo review the need for market
meazures to increase the supply of sugar within the ETT;

WELCOMIN G the launching of the Study on “Current and Forecast Marlcet Developments
for ACP Sugar Suppliets to the EU martket”, at the tequest of the ACF Group and finaned
through the Eutopean development fund;
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H. HAVING EXAMINED the report of the Ministerial Consultations on commodities
held on 25 April 2016, in Dakar, Senegal and paying particular attention to the
recominendations thereof;

1

Welcomes the written assurances provided by the European Commizsion
to the effect that the EU Safegnard Mechanizra will not be applied
antormatically and mechanically, as well az the resolution of the izsue of co-
mingling of sugar in ship holds and looks forward fo the extension of this
provizion to all EPds;

Also welcomes the fact that the EU will not impose any mandatory Country
of COrigin Labeling [COOL} for sugar;

Welcome s further the aszurances from the Enropean union that the Joint
Technical Cormmittes on Sugar az an official zfructure for the ACP to convey
itz concerns and views on EU sugar policy izsues and the propozal made to
occazionally, allow the ACP views to be aired in the “Sugar Experts Group®
of the EU'z Mancom [Management Committes for the Commmon Organisation
of dgricultural Markets};

Calls wpon the European Commiszion to regularly inform the Secretariat of
planned proposal:  and  comgaunicate  siaultanecusly, for  prior
consultations, any measures which might affect the interests of the ACP az
provided for by Article 12 of the Cotonon Partnership Asreernent;

Urges that no intervention iz made to increase the supply of sugar within
the EU which could undermine the fragile recovery in the sugar prices in
some Member States;

Urges the EU to engage with the ACP States to find avennes for continued
support to the efforts of owr countries in ensuring the wviability and
resilience of our sugar sector in the light of the forecastz made in the
European Coramizsion’s latest publication entitled “Prospects for EU
agriculinral markets and income 2015-2025" izsued in December 2015
on the baziz of likely key outcomes on the expiry of EU sugar and izoglucose
quatazin 2017;

Looks forward to the submission of the draft report of the study on the
"Current and Forecast Market Developraents for ACP Sugar Suppliers o the
EU market”, prior fo itz finalization az agreed in the Joint Technical reeting;
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Request the ACP Secrefariat and the Subcormmittes on sugar to accelerate
effortz towards the identification of resources and the launching of the
followr up phase of the Sugar Research and Innovation Programme; and

Insucts the President of Couneil fo forward this resolution fo the Couneil
of the European Union, the European Parliament, the European Union
Member States, and the Enropean Cornmission,

Dakar, 27 April2Z016
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REROLUTION

OF THE 103=d SE5510N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM Z6™TD 27T APRIL 2016

ESCALATING CLAIMS BY VENEZUELA ON GUYANA'S TERRITORY

The ACP Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, [Senegal}, fror 26% to 27 4pril 2016,

BEARING IN MIND the statement delivered by the Honowurable Carl B
Greenidge, Vice President and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana to the 30%
Sezzion of the ACP-ET Parliamnentary Azsernbly on the threats to the ferritoral
integrity and sovereigntr of Guyana by the Bolivarian Repnblic of Venezuela and
the wizh of the government of Guyana to keep the Council apprized of the
relations between Guyana and Venezuela, and to remind it of Guyana’s need for
ACP support to overcome this challenge to Guyana’s sovereignty and its very
existence;

HAVIN G BEEN REMINDED that Venezuela has sought to unilaterally repudiate
an International Arbitral Award that had brought full perfect and final
settlernent of the Guyana /Venezuela borders, which waz accepted by all parties
tor over six decades;

NOTING that in the spirit of goodwill, on February 17, 1966, the representatives
of the United Eingdomw and Guyana signed the Geneva Agreernent which set out
several mechanisme for the settlement of the confroversy that had arizen az a
result of the Verezuelan contention that the Arbitral Award is null and void, and
all but one of the mechanizms identified in the Geneva Agreement have been
atterapted for 49 years without any successz and have been abuzed br Venezuela
over the years;

FURTHER NOTING that the United Nations Secretary General [UNSG} was
approached to make a determination on the way forward in accordance with the
provizions of the Geneva Agresent;

HAVING BEEN INFORMED of the lack of progress on the commitments made
during the trilateral meeting held in Septeraber 2015 among the UNSG and
Presidents David Granger and Nicolaz Maduro of Guyana and Venezuela,
rezpectively;
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TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that Guyana hasz always striven to maintain cordial and
cooperative relations with Venezuela, nobwithstanding the continuing claim by
Vernezuel to the Ezzequibo reginn and latterly to itz entire maritine space;

ALSO NOTING that during 2015 Guyana was prompted o raizse the alarm and
request the intervention of TNSG following the izsmance of Decrees Noz, 1787
and 1559 by the Prezident of Venszuela purporting to annex all of Guyana'’s
Excluzsive Economic Zone, and a part of the area Guyana hasz claiwmed az itz
extended continental shelf, as well as the mobilization of froops and armed
reszels by Venezuela on the border;

. CONSIDERIN G the econormically damaging irapact of these tactics on Guyana’s

development and the welfare of Guyanese;

FURTHER CONSIDERING Guyana’s calls for the UNSG to refer the matter to IC]
g0 that the Court can address those legal questions raized in the Venezuela's
clairms;

Hereby urges the parties to

Adhere to the principles of international law by respecting the 1899 Arhitral
dward, Guyana’s territorial integrity and sovereignty over all the areas defined
and rarked out by Wenezuelan and British experts between 1899 and 1905
including the Essequiba;

Fulfill the cormitrnents nndertaken in the frilateral meeting of September 2015
with the UNSG and;

Participate in good faith in the efforts of the UNSG for the peaceful resolution of
the controversy.

The Council commends the efforts of the UN Secretary-General to bring about a
definitive and peaceful end to thiz controversy which would serve both counfries with
the desired, respectable end premized on international law,

Dakar, 27t April 2016
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 1035 SESS10N OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELDIN DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM 269TO Z279APRILZ2HE

BANANAS

The ACF Council of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from 26% 1o 27% April 2016

RECAILING the resolution on Agrienlre Commodity Trade and Sector
development adopted in Brussels, at the 102 Sezgion of the ACP Council of
Minizters, Hovrernber 2015;

RECALLING ALSO the provizions of the Bananas Accorapanying Meazures [BAM],
which was zet up following the conclusion in December 2009 of the Geneva
sgrecmenton Trade in Bananas and entered into force in 2012;

RECALLING FURTHER that all the resources made available in the framework of
these accompanying measzures shall be committed by end of Tune 2016

NOTING with disappointrnent that the Europearn Commnission (ECY has indicated
that it will not be in position to mobilise any additional resowrces as foreseen at
the firne when the BAM was being set up, in order to bring the total financing
envelope of the Programrne to 200 million euros, compared to the 190 million
initially provided;

RECAILING that the entire series of measwres propozed and funded under the
BAM should contribute to tnprove bunana producton in ACP countries, through
cotmpetitiveness gaing and, taking into account the changing character of the global
banana market, it would be useful to foresee additional support for ACP barana
producers with a view to ensure the profitability and the competitiveness of ACP
bananaz on the world market;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that the Enropean Commizssion pledged to not go
below the taritf rate floor of 75 euros per ton applicable to third counfries, in the
context of future Free Trade Agresments or those under negotiation, on 23
February 2016 during the 739 meeting of the ACP-EU Trade Cooperation
Subcoramittes and reiterated that cormitment during the 6e% meeting of ACP-EU
Cormmittes of Arbazsadors held on 4 March 2016
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HAVING EXAMINED the report of the Ministerial Consultations on commodities
held on 25 April 2016, in Dakar, Senegal and paying particular attention to the
recominendations thereof;

1.

Welkomes the commitrent made by the Ewropean Coramizsion not to go
below the taritf rate floor of 75 euros per ton applicable to third countries,
in the contextof fnture Free Trade Agreements or thoze under negotiation
and calls wpon the EU fo take all neceszary measures fo gunarantee the
effectiveness of this commitment;

Calls upon ACP Mernbers of the JP4 to regularly keep the JP4 informed of
the challenges facing the ACP banana sector;

Encourages the Committes of Ambassadors and the ACP Secretariat to
conftinne their efforts to identify the means to support the reinforcement of
the competitiveness of the ACP banana sector and sustain the development
of the ralue chain ;

Unde rscores the need for all the recipient countries to take the necessary
measures to ensure full abzorption of the available fonds; and

Supports the initiative and cormraitinent made by ACP banana producets in
line with the Working Group on Bananas of the Comrmithes of Arnbassadors
to regularly organise one or two events a year to promote and keep bananas
on the agenda for 4CP-ET cooperation;

Calls wpon the ACF Secretariat to explore all opportunities to reriew the
implernentation of the BAM: especially in  light of extermating
circumstances of a natural or econornic nature; and

Instructs the Prezident of Council to forward thiz resolution to the Council
of the European Union, the European Parliament, the European Union
Member States, and the Emropean Cormmizsion,

Dakar, 27 April2016
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RESOLUTION

OF THE 103FT SESSI0ON OF THE ACP COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
HELD IN DAKAR, SENEGAL, FROM 26th TO 27hAPRIL 2016

NEW INTEGRATED APPROACH TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT

OF AGRICULTURAL VALUE CHAINS

The ACF Coundl of Ministers,

Meeting in Dakar, Senegal, from Zeth to 27%4pril 2016;

RECALLING the resolution on the Development of Trade and the ACP Agricultural
Cormmodities Sector adopted by the ACP Council of Ministers at itz1020d sezzion
held in Bruzsels, in November 2015

HAVING REGARD TO the report of the Committee of Ambazzadors at the 103
sezsion of the ACF Council of Ministers, notably the indormation contained in it on
the progress made on the New Integrated Approach to Support the Developrment
of sgricultural Value Chaing, as well as those relating to the difficulties met by
several other agricultural sectors in ACP countries such as kava and tobacco;

HAVIN G RECEIVED the report on the Ministerial Consultations on Commodities
held in Dakar, on 25 Apeil 2016, and paying specific attention to the elements
relating to the presentation made jointly by the representatives of the Govermrnent
of Senegal, the National Pund for Agricultural Developrnent of Senegal and the
National Councilfor Dialogue and Bural Cooperation of Senegal:

WELCOMING Senegal's success in siructuring and implementing the various
support mechanizme for financing agricultural activity, notably in favowr of family
tarms, and NOTING the significant challenges that are yet to be overcome in thiz
area;

NOTING that the success of these experiences resides in the cloze and frank
cooperation bebween famers’ organisations, financial institotions dedicated fo
agriculture and the Governraentof country;

RECALLING the discussions initiated with the African Cashew Initiative since the
9% zezsion of the ACP Council of Ministers held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 16 to 18
June 2014
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G. CONSIDERING the socio-economic irnportance of the cashew nuts sector for the

developrment of several ACP counfries, and the sustainable developrnent prospects
that thiz sector provides;

1. Hereby commends the various stakeholders who have enswred the success of the

agricultural financing policy in Senegal;

. Acknowledges the degree to which the new integrated inclusive approach to

support the development of agricultural value chains has been finalised and
encourages the Committee of Ambazzadors to work closely with the ACP
Secretariat to honour the deadlines zet;

. Invite s the ACP Secretariat to work on the possibilities of amplifying Senegal's

suceessful experiences with regard to financing agricultural activity and to make
proposals to the Committee of Arbaszadors on how it can poszibly be replicated
in other ACP countries and regions; and

. Invite s the Comrmittes of Ambazzadorz and the 4CP Secretariat o ensure that, in

the frarmework of the discuszions under way on programming the Intra-ACP
resources of the envelope tor the 11%EDF, developraent support for the value chain
tor cazhew nuts iz duly taken into consideration,

Dakar, 27 April 2016

ACP-UE 2115/16

ANNEX

22

DGC1 EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=108668&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:ACP-UE%202115/16;Code:ACP-UE;Nr:2115;Year:16&comp=2115%7C2016%7CACP-UE



