
 

11099/16   GDLC/fp 1 
 DGB 1B  EN 
 

 
Council of the 
European Union  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brussels, 11 July 2016 
(OR. en) 
 
 
11099/16 
 
 
 
 
AGRI 411 
AGRILEG 108 

 

 

  

 

 

NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
Subject: Outcome of the International Experts' Conference "Strengthening of the 

Farmers' Position in the food supply chain" (Bratislava, 30 June - 1 July 
2016) 
- Information from the Presidency 

  

In view of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" Council of 18 July 2016, delegations will find attached a 

document provided by the Presidency on the above-mentioned subject, that will be presented under 

the agenda point "Any other business". 
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ANNEX 

Information from the Presidency (courtesy translation) 

 

Outcome of the International Experts' Conference on "Strengthening of the farmers' position 
in the food supply chain" (Bratislava, 30 June and 1 July 2016) 

 

On 30 June and 1 July 2016 the International Experts' Conference on the topic of “Strengthening of 
the farmers' position in the food supply chain” was held in Bratislava. The aim of this conference, 
which was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic 
as part of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the EU, was to evaluate the status and bargaining 
power of farmers in the food supply chain, to analyse key factors influencing the distribution of 
economic power in the chain and to discuss possible measures and procedures, which could lead to 
its long-term sustainability. 

The conference was attended by more than 130 registered participants, including representatives of 
22 EU Member States. During the conference there were presentations by members of the European 
Parliament, representatives of the European Commission - DG AGRI and DG GROW -, 
representatives of the Agricultural Market Task Force, representatives of some Member States 
(Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia) as well as representatives of international and national 
self-governing bodies and associations (e.g. COPA COGECA, FoodDrinkEurope and 
EuroCommerce, The Supply Chain Initiative, Slovak Agricultural and Food Chamber, Czech Food 
Chamber). 

The conference was opened by the Slovak Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development  
Ms. Gabriela , who stressed that the strengthening of  farmers' position is a prerequisite for 
achieving long-term sustainability of the food supply chain. The solution is not a competition 
among Member States' level of support to their primary producers, but the increase in the 
transparency in the food supply chain, the proper sharing of margins and the elimination of unfair 
trading practices. 

The most discussed topic of the conference was the issue of unfair trading practices, their impact on 
farmers and the overall functioning of the food supply chain, in particular the different approaches 
that could be used to eliminate unfair trading practices, also given the current report of the 
European Parliament on the subject. The conference participants had the opportunity to hear 
updates from The Food Supply Chain Initiative, which represents a voluntary approach to the 
elimination of unfair trading practices and promotes the application of fair conditions in trade 
relations. Most presenters, in addition to their indisputable support for the voluntary approach, also 
noted its shortcomings and lack of effectiveness in terms of elimination of unfair trading practices 
in real life. Especially in the presentations of the representatives of the European Parliament, 
Member States, experts from the Agricultural Market Task Force and representatives of agricultural 
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self-governing associations, a clear requirement was a common theme: a legislative solution to 
tackle unfair trading practices. A key argument for the introduction of European legislation is based 
on the fact that unfair trading practices could seriously undermine the proper functioning and 
development of the Single Market.  

The Slovak Presidency considers this conference to be of great benefit because, despite the 
differences in the approach to address the issue of unfair trading practices, it has been clearly 
confirmed that there is a need to strengthen the farmers' position as the weakest link in the food 
supply chain. The report of the European Parliament on unfair trading practices is an important 
demonstration of the constantly intensifying demands for the introduction of European legislation, 
which has inevitably been reflected during the conference. The Slovak Presidency will therefore 
actively participate in the search for effective tools to eliminate and tackle unfair trading practices 
in the food supply chain in the European Union. One of the main purposes of the conference was 
also to prepare the ground for the discussion at ministerial level during the Informal meeting to be 
held from 11 to 13 September 2016 in Bratislava, during which the main topic will be the 
strengthening of  farmers' position in the food supply chain. 
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Informácia predsedníctva 

Výsledok medzinárodnej odbornej konferencie s názvom „Posilnenie postavenia 
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