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Statement by the Czech Republic and Poland  

 

The Czech Republic and Poland are of the view that the Proposal of a Directive of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals 

for the purposes of seasonal employment is not in conformity with the principle of subsidiarity and 

proportionality set in Art. 5 of TEU. The Czech Republic and Poland believe that criteria for 

admission, access to labour market and workers´ rights of seasonal workers can be sufficiently 

regulated at the national level. Seasonal workers accepted in one Member State do not influence 

labour market in other Member States, since on the basis of this directive they do not have the right  

to intra-EU mobility. Therefore, legislation at the EU level is not necessary. In contrast, the long  
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and complicated procedure set up in this directive may hinder the flow of seasonal workers and 

result in shortages of labour force, in particular in Member States that rely on third-country seasonal 

workers, especially in the agricultural sector.  

 

Regarding the scope of this Directive covering also stays not exceeding 90 days, the Czech 

Republic and Poland are concerned about the coherence and compactness of the Schengen acquis. 

As the Directive lays down conditions for stays not exceeding 90 days, it will interfere with relevant 

provisions of the Schengen acquis (Visa Code and Convention Implementing the Schengen 

Agreement). In particular, obligatory extension of a short stay by means of a long-term visa on the 

territory of a Member State is of special concern. Bearing in mind that long-term visas are in 

principle to be issued for stays exceeding 90 days and generally outside the territory of the Member 

States, such measure will infringe the cohesion of the visa policy and may raise risk of abuse.  

 

The Czech Republic and Poland have serious doubts about Art. 79 TFEU as an appropriate legal 

basis for this Directive. In their opinion it does not cover the common policy on visas and other 

short-stay residence permits.  

 

Statement by Bulgaria 
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