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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
ELROSTAT

2015 ESGAB'S RECOMMENDATIONS AND EURQSTAT'S IMPROVEMENT ACTIONS IN
RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS
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Eurostat's compliance with the Code of Practice - follow-up of 2014 peer review

Recommendation 201511

When appointng the Director General of Eurostat, the Commission should in future ensure that candidates' professional competences in the field of

: datisfics are independently assessed. ESGAS could he consuted n the course of the recrurment process and infaed, where applicatle, why i

 athice has not heen taken into accourt. i
Current situation;

Eurostat Directors-General as well as all other senior managers of the Comrmission are recruted and appointed following the transparent policy
established by the Commission, biased on guidelines which are publicly avallahle. The policy and the quidelnes corespand to the requirements !
st out in the Code of Practice. The indicator of the Code related to professional competence is nat defined therein, The assessment of !
comgetence remans with the appointing autharity alane. Strang indicatars for assessing the cormpetence of Eurastat future Directors General
are estalblisned in the Commission Decision on Eurostat (201 204/EC). ESGABS tasks are defined in Decision No 235/2008/EC of the
European Pariiament and of the Councl and does not include imvalvement in the recrutment of the Director-General of Eurostat,
| Improvement action;
As Eurostat hias a divergent view an the recomrmendation no improvement action is proposed
Timeline:
N.A

Recommendation 201512

Indicators of professional competence inthe Code of Practice (especially 1.2 and 1.8) shauld be mare clearly defined in order to Improve compliance
! assessment =

Current situation:

Clear definition for ndicators of professional competence in the CaP - The action is being launched by Eurastat.

Improvement action 201512:

The defintion for ndicators of professional competence in the E5 Code of Practice wil he reviewed and clanfied, as appropriate, under the
quidance af the E5% high-evel craup on quality. !
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Timeline;
5 B f eend zma 5

Recommendatmn 20151‘3

The selection cntena for future Eurostat Directors-General should include very good knowledoe and experience in fields relevant to Eurostat's
- mission. The criteria should be explicty stated in the vacancy notice for open calls for candidates and taken info account in intemal rotations uf
Cumrmssmn Dwectarereneral ;

: Current situation: ;

: Eurastat Directors-General as wel as all ather semior managers of the Commissian are recruted and appainted falwing the transparent policy
 established by the Carnmission, basad an guidzlines which are publicty availahle. The policy and the guidelines comespand to the requiremens
set out inthe Cade of Practice. The incicator of the Code related to professional competence i nat defined therein. The essential requirement :
'\ for appainting the Director-General, accarding to the Code, is his or her professional cormpetence. The incicator related to professional
carnpetence is not defined in the Code, in paricular not by any reference to statistcal qualfications as mare relevant than other qualfications. |
1 Bfrong indicators for assessing the competence of Eurostat future Directors-General are establisned in the Cormission Decision on Eurusta
(20120504120 The assessment af competence remaing with the appointing autharity alne.

| Improvement action:
As Eurostat nas a divergent view on the recommendation na Improvernent action i propa sed
. Timeline
| s

2015!4

 Reasars for or dismissing the Directar General af Eurostat should nat compromise hisher orofessianal independence and should preferably bei
'Specmed In legisiation an European statistics. Until the next revision af the relevant legiation, this could be ncorporated as gaad practice muher'
pubhcly avallable documents. -

Current situation;

v The concltians for any dismissal of Commissian officials - including Directors-General and other seniar management - are set aut in Artic\eﬁof'
the staff regulations. The staff requlations, in cambination with the Cammission Decsion an Eurostat, comespand to the Code of Pract |ce
indicator on having the conditions for dismissal specified in a legal framemwork.

Improvement action: !
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s Eurstat has a divergent view on the recommendation ng improvement acion is praposed g

; Timeline; ;
A

'
-

Racommendation 2015/5

Furostat should seek to set 2n example in the £55 by further reducing the frequency and number of statistics subject to pre-release access.
. Current situation:
Pre-telease rules are described in sections 2 and 3 the Pratocal on impartial aceess to Eurostat data for users.
Improvement action 201565:

i Pre-release rules wil be systernatically reviewed and pracices analysed in order t identfy further posshle reduction of such cases.

Timeline:
1202015

Racommendation 201516

| The pre-release rules should be more easly accessile to the public and state clearly when and to whom statisics are available before their
: publication |

Current situation:

i Pre-release rules are described in sections 2 and 3 the Protocol an impartial access to Eurostat data for users: The protocal is avalable at
Eurostat website under ‘About Eurostat - Policies - Cualty- European Statistics Code of Practice - Implementation in Eurostat ’
| Improvement action 2016/6:
Atet summansing the pre-release policy (including heneficianes of pre-releases) and a link to the protocal on impartial access to Eurostat data
faruserswil be published mare visibly at the Eurostat website under News - Release calendars'

E Timeline: E
A il

Recommendation 20157 i

Pre-release access shauld he monitared transparently and publicly
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Current situation: |
Pre-release rules are descrined in sections 2 and 3 the Protocal on impartial access to Eurostat data for users. Eurostat Di ectnrsaeannually
informed of its application

Improvement action 2015/7:

. The annual mantonng of the application of the Prot uculummpamalaccess to Eurostat data for users wil continue. The text indicated in the
|mprnvemen action nf recnmmenda fion 2015!8 wll mention § h|s mont nrmg ;

Timeline;
0B/2016

Challenges for the ESS: datarevolution, resource constrains and regionalisation

: Recommendation 201518

ESGAB urges the Greek Government and all responsihle poliical actors t take action as soon as possile to build trust in the modem statistical

- systerm established over the past ive years ’
Current situation;

Following the ceparture of Mr Andreas Geargiou (previous President of ELSTAT) &t the end of his mandate on 2 August 2013, an international
selection panel of experts (ESTAT hac als designated a representziive ) was st up to select his successor. Mr Athanassins Thanopoulos was ;
unanimaushy praposed by the panel and on 1 March was appointed by the Minister of Finance. :

Eurostat closely mantors the stuation in ELSTAT in accordance with the princinles of the CoP and the Jomt Overall Statistics Greece Action
Plan (JCSGAP). ’

Eurostat also discussed with the new President of ELSTAT and the SecGen the amanisation of a Conference in Grezce in autumn 2016 in arder
1 1o enhance visibity of ELSTAT and the principles of independence and helleves this will hengfit the perceptions and the suppart to ELSTAT |
Lt :

Improvement actions 2015/8;

(onfinue monitanng the stuatian in Greece and araund ELSTAT through the quarterly reparting via JOSGAP.

Cnnsidernrganismgacnnferenceun"Rebuildingtrustins istics" W\th mvn\vemen fh|gh|eve|ECfEUnff|C|als

Timeline;

J0SGAP ronitonng every quarter.
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Conference o be aryanised by end 2016 (f the poltical stuation allows for ).

Recommendation 20154

E&5 members should promate greater awareness and recognition af official statistics as @ public good. E55 members and actors in the poliical and
| adminstrative system snould engage In dialogue mare intensively than in the past, jointly develoing and implementing concrete action 12 Improve
: the curent stution. |
Current situation:
A Iot of actions are already undertaken by E55 members to promote greater awareness about and recogniion of official statistics (..
implernentation of the £S5 Vision 2020). Nevertheless, some further speciic actians may be envisaged t improve the current stuatian.
Improvement actions 20169

(1) Support the itatve by the Eurapean Statistical Advisory Committee to launch a Eumpean Statisics Day on the 207 of October to keep
oficial statistics on the agenda across Eurape duning the five year gap between the World Statistics Days. |

- (2) Prepare a draft E53 Quality Declaration and propose the autling, including possiale bulding blocks of a branding campaign, present the E53
- Cualty Ceclaration to the E55 Commites for endarsement |

Timeline:
End 2016
Recommendation 2015110

ESS members (in particular NSIs and Eurostat) should improve cost accounting systems and provide early estimates of the costs of producing
| European staisics in order to ensure adeguate comparabity and coverage. The estimates should be used for a hencharking exercise covering |
| statistical systems at international level |

Current situation;

(1) Firet set of products idertfied.

(2) Link between products and EDAMIS flows established

(3 Inthe E55 Resource Director Group in Decermberthree countries presented their experiences.

Improvement actions 201510.1 to 201510.3:

| 1. To test the methadalagy for the cost assessment of European statistics inthe E55 by launching a test phase an selected statistical products -
1 Deadine: 3rd quarter of 2016 |
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2. Tolaunch a cost assessment exercise covering all European statistics in the £55 - Deading: 4th quarter 2018,
3 To share expenence between the N3 on their cost accounting systzms - Dezdling: end of 2017,
 Timelne ‘
1. drd quarter of 2016,
2 4th quarter 2016,
3 endof 2017
Recommendation 201511

E55 mernbers should meastre trust in official statistizs s as to gauge cost effectiveness and make the value of official statistics more gpparent.

Current situation:

Eurostat asks 2achyear, in its general ser satisfaction survey, f users trust the statistics produced by Eurostat

Improvement action 2018111;

Furastat will propase to the ES5C to add & similar ouestion on rust in the user satisfaction surveys arganised by the Merner States, for those
that o nat ask such questian yet |

Timeline:
122018

Recommendation 2016/12
ES5 members should step up their efforts to introduce or imprave mutiannual resource planning and sustainalle funding for Eurapesn statistics.

Current situation:

The ESP 2013-2017 needto be extended anc amended for including new statistical cutputs o align the staistcal production with the 10 paltical
prionties, camplemented Dy major niiatives to reduce burden on respondents and costs on Nals (European approach to statistics and
Investment in the infrastructure and new sources). |
Improvement action 201812;

Make a praposal of 5P extension with a substantial budget increase

. Timeline:
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End 2016

Recommendation 201513

3) The nature of the future challenges underines the impartance of £55 Ieadership in explaring and using new methooologies and new data sources
+ such s By Data and the need further to expand professional capacty and continuaus leaming for the 55 35 a whale. ‘

b) Training inifiatives such as the European Statistcal Training Programme (ESTP) and the European Master's in Official Statistics (EMOS) shauld
take ful accout of the changing landscape of European statistics.

Current situation:

3 The ES5net on Big Data demonstrates sirang E55 leadership in exploring and using kig data fo official staistics, the pilot projects wil explore
several of the new data sources and wil be the subject of speciic grant agreements during the period 20182018, The operational wark is
complemented by a specfic Methodolagical Framework contract on Big Data and Macroeconarric Nawcasting, as well as by a dedicated study
Cavering etcs, legslation, carmrunication and the develupment of a raining strategy. A wide range of dta science 23TF cowrses is included
inthe 2016 catalogue together with contribution ta related international events. !

b, The European Master in Official Statistics (EMOS) cumiculum already incluges such topics as by data, integrated sources, data visualisation,
Notably, the EMOS learing outcomes were furher developed by the EMOS Board in 2015 while taking new skils and competences inio
accourt. The ESTP annual programe for 2018, developert under the new Framework Contacts, indudes an extensive training offer on data
SCience. :

Improvement actions 2015/13.1to 2016/13.4

1. Orgarise a dedicated nebworking seminar to launch the process of expanding the work caried outto meet the need for specifc new methods |
fornew data beyand Big Data towards the promotion of Data Soence. :

2. Launching of speciic Methodological Framewark Cantract in the field of Data Integration with particular attention to Data Vitualisation.
3 Suppart the development of the professional capacty in the E55 by including dedicated traming madules in the 2017 ESTP
4 The evaluation of the EMOS praject including the cumculum is foreseen in 2017, thus providing an opportunity ta further align the cumculum
with emerng leaming needs. :
Timeline;
1. Bafore end 2016
2. Before end 2016
ARl |
4
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Recommendation 201514

:The qualty framework and te Cade of Practice for Euupean staisics should accommadate anfcipated developments and challanges in the | I
changmg landscane of European statistics. Ta this end 2 revision af the Code of Practice shoud cormmence sholy. |
Current situation:
Carmmence revision of the CaP - The action 13 being launched by Eurostat.
* Improvement action 2015114 ,
The mandate of E55 high-level group on qualty 15 expected to be adapted in 2016

Timeline
Before end 2015

Recommendation 2015115

iThe N3l in countries wih statistical production in reqions with & high cegree of autonomy should be aler to the challenges posed by t he?

 regjonalisaion proz2ss and adapt 2 strang leadership role and effective coordination procedures. Ta this end, a dlear and definte mandate and wide |

- coordingtion powers should be ensfrined in lgisation '
Current situation:

The amended Requiation 2232009 requires Natianal Staistical Instutes (N3s) to ensure national coordination of Qther National Autharies
(ONAs) responaible for the development, production and dissemination of Edronean Statistics. However, some NSls - especially in cauntries

- Where European staistcs are produced by many diferent entites - may find it chalknging to ensure efcient and effectie coordination o alli
| ONAsdue ncnmplex deusmn akmg prucedu esand epnmng ||nes '

Improvem ent actions 2015!15 1to 2016/15.4:

1 - Eurostat to clary the scope of European statistics and estabiish a catalogue of staistical products to support the identiication of OhAs
2-Nalsta provide a complete overview of their national stahistical systems

3-Mandate af the national Transm ssian Coardinators (TCOs) 1o he revised with a view to prowiding harmanised elements

£ - Eurostat to suppart member states’ establshment of Commitments an Canfidence or, in the absence of such a Commitment, of progr essi
- reports on the rglernentation of the Code of Practice, as regards the aspects of the Code which are relevant for N3l mandae te and |
- coordingting rle :

Timeline:
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[- 31122018
2- 300672017
3-8
4 - 080672017

Recommendation 2015/16

Governments and N3ls in the transition phase of regianalisation should provide sufficient resources for training and awareness-raising on the Cade
+ 0f Practice. '

Current situation:

The currert training offer for the ES5 Includes training on quality management including the Code of Pracice, which is agen buth to Nals and
regional offices. Mareaver, alltraining material is availahle via the Buropean Statistical Training Programme (ESTF) interest group an CIRCABC, |
- which can be used to corplement naianal andfar regional training pragrarmes, Moreaver, the curriculum of the European Master in Cicial
. Statistical (EMOS3) includes the subjects of ESS qovemance and the Code of Practice. ’

Improvement actions 20181161 and 2016116.2;

1 - Eurostat to remind the National Contact Paints in the National Statishical Instiutes of the Merrer States about the available ESTP raining
offer and existing traning matenal ’

2~ Eumstat o raise awarenzss n one of the next meetings of the £33 WG an Qualty in Statistis an the need for gavernments and Nols in the
1 transition phase of regianalisation to provide sufficient resources for traning and awareness-raisng on the B3 Code of Practice. ;

Timeline:
1- 3122018
2-31122018

Recommendation 201517

Furostat should reinfarce its capacity to mantor and evaluate Code compliance in regionalised and decentralised statistical systems.

Current situation:

Regjonalisation process: manitaring and evalation of Code compliance - The achion i being launched by Eurostat,

Improvement actions 2016117:

. Inorerfr Bttt e s cpacyto ko an evaton o comgance i egonse nd et s sy,
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Furostat will :

- ather information on the Member States which are concemed by the recommendation, 1.2. which have regionalised and decentralised
systems,

-Enuire haut qualty assurance mechanisms between regional and national lvels in the Member States concered. i

Timeline:
Befare end 2017
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