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ANNEX

Outcome of the meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group extended by
Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia (GV4 + 3) on 26 October 2016 in Warsaw

On 26 October 2016, the meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group extended

by Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia was held, under the Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group.

The meeting was devoted first of all to the discussion on the Common Agricultural Policy in the
context of the mid-term review of the current EU multiannual financial framework and the
European Commission’s proposals of simplifications for the draft Omnibus regulation. In order to
focus the discussion, the Polish presidency asked the individual delegations to provide earlier the
answers to questions concerning the evaluation of the EC communication on the MFF review in the
context of the current and future role of the CAP, as well as the evaluation of the draft Omnibus
regulation and proposals of supplements. Based on the information provided, the Presidency
prepared a document summarising the discussion in this area, which was agreed and adopted during
the meeting.

In the further part of the meeting, the delegations presented their positions on the possibility of
changing the rules of the so-called hygiene package, aimed at allowing farmers to slaughter animals
in the holding and facilitating direct sales of derived meat on the local market. Poland also provided
information on the current epizootic situation regarding the ASF virus and the measures undertaken
aimed at preventing the spread of this disease in Poland and European Union.

In the course of the talks, the issues related to trade in agricultural real properties were raised and

the views on the market mechanisms in the sugar and cereal markets were exchanged.

At the end of the debate, the Ministers signed a Common Declaration for the stronger inclusion of
the research potential of the Central and Eastern European countries (EU-13) into the
implementation of projects under the Horizon 2020 programme in the field of agriculture, including

bioeconomy.
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The delegations will attached:

1. Conclusions of the meeting of Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria,
Romania and Slovenia (GV4+3) on 26 October 2016 in Warsaw

2. Polish V4 presidency’s non-paper on the CAP in the context of the MFF 2014-20 mid-term

review/revision and simplification proposals in the omnibus draft regulation

3. Common Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria,
Romania and Slovenia for the stronger inclusion of the research potential of the Central and
Eastern European (EU-13) countries into the implementation of projects within the Horizon
2020 in the field of agriculture, including the bioeconomy
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ANNEX I to the ANNEX

Conclusions of the meeting of Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria,

Romania and Slovenia (GV4+3) on 26 October 2016 in Warsaw

The Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia)
and Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia (GV4+3) gathered on 26 October 2016 in Warsaw, have

discussed the following topics and agreed on the following:
. CAP in the context of the MFF review (including ,,Omnibus”) and the future of the CAP

In the context of the initiated discussion on the MFF after 2020, to UNDERLINE that the CAP is a
policy that brings value for money and STATE that the CAP, including its EU financing, should be
continued. Moreover, the CAP should accomplish the objectives set out in the Treaty and ensure

equal conditions of competition.

APPRECIATE the “Omnibus” draft regulation as an important step in the CAP simplification
process. However, they ARE OF THE OPINION that some of the Commission proposals do not
seem to bring reduction of administrative burden and simplification. UNDERLINE that

simplification effect depends on individual factors in the Member States.

PERCEIVE the need to amend the draft regulation with the several points raised by the Member
States, as well as the need to analyse carefully these proposals in future works on the regulation.
The amendments should be adopted by the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council (AGRIFISH).

INDICATE the will to cooperate in the works on the “Omnibus” draft regulation and in the context
of the MFF review (as stated in the attached the Polish V4 presidency’s non-paper on the CAP in
the context of the MFF 2014-20 mid-term review/revision and simplification proposals in the

omnibus draft regulation).

CALL on the European Commission to prepare an effective CAP for the next programming period
so it will be able to respond to the increasing challenges of the agricultural markets and to maintain
the European Model of Agriculture.
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. African Swine Fever (ASF)

AGREE that the African Swine Fever (ASF) is a serious problem for EU farmers, for Polish
farmers in particular and other affected countries, as well as a threat for the whole European Union.
Past experience shows that fighting this disease may be long-term and require multi-directional

actions and significant financial expenses.

URGE the European Commission to reinforce dialogue with affected countries outside the EU, in

order to ensure that they effectively halt the spread of the swine fever on their territory.

EMPHASIZE the need for an EU financial support to assist Poland and the other affected countries
to deal effectively with the consequences of the African Swine Fever, and therefore to halt the
spread of the African Swine Fever in the European Union. Countries bordering the infected
countries also need to be financially supported in their efforts to prevent the further spread of the

disease.

. Trade in agricultural properties

DISCUSSED the current legal situation in the field of trade in agricultural properties in GV4+3.
. Agricultural markets

Sugar: CALL on the European Commission to take adequate measures aimed at reliable analysis of
the situation on the sugar market in order to work out solutions enabling to ensure the future EU

market stability after the production quota system is abolished.

Cereals: PERCEIVE the necessity to cooperate on the control of imports from third countries. They
CALL on the European Commission to take measures aimed at adjusting or reviewing the

intervention price for cereals so that the intervention instrument becomes more effective.
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. Horizon 2020 Programme

ADOPT the Common declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and
Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia for the stronger inclusion of the research potential of the Central
and Eastern European (EU-13) countries into the implementation of projects within the Horizon

2020 in the field of agriculture, including bioeconomy (attached the Common declaration).

CALL on the European Commission to take efficient measures aimed at ensuring an appropriate
participation of the Central and Eastern European countries in creating and functioning of the
European Research Area (ERA) in the field of agriculture, bioeconomy and rural areas.
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ANNEX II to the ANNEX

Polish V4 presidency’s non-paper on the CAP in the context of the MFF 2014-20 mid-term

review/revision and simplification proposals in the omnibus draft regulation

This non-paper summarises discussion of ministers of agriculture of the Visegrad Group and
Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia on the CAP in the context of the MFF 2014-20 mid-term
review/revision and simplification proposals in the omnibus draft regulation. The discussion took

place at the meeting in Warsaw on 26 October 2016.

- The meeting took place at the important time of debate on mid-term review/revision of the
current Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-20 (MFF). All participating ministers believe
that the review of the MFF is a good opportunity to adapt the EU budget to the new
challenges in Europe. In this context special emphasis should be put on strengthening
investment, competitiveness and employment, including those in rural areas, with the ultimate
objective of ensuring convergence across the European Union by maintaining the proper
financing of policies set out by the Treaties including the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

and cohesion policy.

- The review of the MFF is perceived as a starting point for discussion on the future of the EU
polices. Decisions concerning next MFF after 2020, its size and features, shall be based on
fair and solid assessment of the effectiveness of not only the CAP and cohesion policy but all
important policies financed by the EU budget. The MFF after 2020 shall take into account
broad scope of challenges the EU is facing, including tasks related to trade liberalization or
implementation of the energy and climate policy and their influence on agricultural sector.
Important changes that have been initiated in the MFF 2014-2020 deserve to be finalised in
the forthcoming financial perspective, for example full convergence of the direct payments
between Member States .
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- The CAP should continue to be strong and adequately funded EU policy. It is essential that
the CAP shall remain fully financed from EU budget in order effectively pursue treaty
objectives and to avoid disruption in the sector in times of increased challenges for agriculture
and the broad scope of requirements to be met by farmers. The CAP fits well into the broader

concept of European Added Value and continues to be relevant and justified.

- The omnibus draft proposal presented by the European Commission (EC) as a part of the mid-
term review package is a welcomed initiative in the simplification process. Introducing
changes to the CAP basic acts is a long expected step necessary to reduce administrative
burden and to provide for a simpler and more effective implementation of the policy. Many of
the proposed changes could be supported and accepted, some however pose doubts as to their
simplification effects. Further work on the proposed changes is required and the agricultural
Council and its working fora should have a decisive role in this process. Leading role of the
General Affairs Council in decision making process on the omnibus regulation shall not be a
precedent to any future CAP reforms.

- In the context of amendments proposed by the EC for the rural development regulation it is
important to emphasize, that farmers should be the ones who are benefiting from CAP
subsidies. Only those socio-economic aspects including sudden demographic changes should

be financed from the CAP, which affect the social and demographic status of EU farmers.

- Proposed changes of the provisions concerning financial consequences of the non-recovery of
debts and cancelation of the 50/50 rule are considered as a violation of the agreement struck
during negotiations of the 2013 reform. This change could lead to important financial

consequences for the Member States which is not acceptable.

- The financial discipline mechanism could be made less burdensome. The procedure could be
simplified by carrying out of the unused part of the crisis reserve for a financial year to the

crisis reserve for the next financial year.
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- Changes to the provision on maximum acceptable national assistance to the producer
organisations (Article 35 of the common market regulation) is another proposal which brings
opposition. Modification presented by the EC will lead to unacceptable decrease of support
for producer organization in Member States where degree of organisation of the fruit and
vegetable sector is low It is important to maintain at least the current level of support for those

Member States whose degree of organisation is below the Union average.

- The proposed amendments in the financial instruments, income stabilisation tools (under the
RDP regulation) as well as in the implementation of the support to young farmers and changes
to the voluntary coupled support (in the direct payment regulation) should be carefully
analysed, taking into account that the simplification effect depends on specific circumstances
of each Member State and on advanced process of implementation of the current MMF;

therefore they should be voluntary for Member States.

- Simplification effects of the omnibus proposal could be enhanced by additional changes in the
CAP basic acts. With this regard the EC is encouraged to analyse carefully simplification

proposals and comments presented by the Member States to the Slovak Presidency of the

Council.
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ANNEX III to the ANNEX

Information from the Polish delegation concerning outcome of the meeting of the Ministers of
Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia countries held in
Warsaw on 25-26 October 2016 - COMMON DECLARATION OF THE MINISTERS OF
AGRICULTURE OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP AND BULGARIA, ROMANIA AND
SLOVENIA for the stronger inclusion of the research potential of the Central and Eastern
European (EU-13) countries into the implementation of projects within the Horizon 2020 in

the field of agriculture, including the bioeconomy
Context
The challenge

The Horizon 2020 is gaining in importance in the current financial perspective. The programme
plays an important role in achieving the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart,

sustainable and inclusive growth through research and innovation also in the field of agriculture.

The European Commission completed the work related to the Long-term EU strategy in the field of
agricultural research and innovation that should provide the guidelines and the contribution to the
programming of the Horizon 2020 for the years 2018-2020. In parallel, the European Commission
is preparing the Work Programme 2018 -2020 under the Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 2 (Food
security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and inland water research and the
bioeconomy), and started the Horizon 2020 Interim Evaluation, which provides an opportunity to

consider the needs indicated by the Central and Eastern European countries.

Despite of the increasing budget for the programme and structural changes implemented so far by
the European Commission (widening package, simplification of measures, actions towards
synergies with ESIF instruments), low participation of the EU-13 countries is still persistent. An
analysis of the existing participation of the EU-13 countries in the Horizon 2020 indicates a
geographical imbalance in use of its resources to the detriment of the Central and Eastern European
countries. The UE-13 countries account less than 5% of the total budget spent so far under the
Horizon 2020.
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Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of VG 4+3

On the initiative of the Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group, the Ministers of agriculture of the
Visegrad Group and Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia adopted the Common Declaration for the
stronger inclusion of the research potential of the Central and Eastern European (EU-13) countries
into the implementation of projects within the Horizon 2020 in the field of agriculture, including the
bioeconomy. The Common Declaration (attached) has been signed during the Ministers of
Agriculture meeting of the Visegrad Group countries and Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia, that was
held under the Polish Presidency of the Visegrad Group, on 25-26 October 2016 in Warsaw.

Conclusions of the meeting

The Ministers agreed that there is a need to find effective solutions to ensure a stronger involvement
of the research needs and potential of the Central and Eastern European countries in co-creating and
functioning of the European Research Area (ERA) in the field of agriculture, bioeconomy and rural
areas. The Ministers committed to work together and to contribute to the further development of the
European Research Area and call on the European Commission to introduce instruments reducing a
geographical disproportions in participation of the EU-13 countries in the Horizon 2020
Programme. The support from all the member states and the European Commission is crucial. The
Ministers proposed to introduce into the Work Programme 2018-2020 under the Horizon 2020
Societal Challenge 2 (Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and
inland water research and the bioeconomy) the common developed proposals of the topics in order

to increase the use of the research potential of the Central and Eastern European countries.
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COMMON DECLARATION OF THE MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE
OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP AND BULGARIA, ROMANIA AND SLOVENIA

for the stronger inclusion of the research potential of the Central and Eastern European (EU-13)
countries into the implementation of projects within the Horizon 2020 in the field of agriculture,
including the bioeconomy.

The European Commission is currently preparing the Work Programme 2018 -2020 under the Horizon
2020 Societal Challenge 2 (Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and
inland water research and the bioeconomy). At the same time, the European Commission completed
the work related to the Long-term EU strategy in the field of agricultural research and innovation that,
in accordance with the European Commission information, should provide the guidelines and
the contribution to the programming of the Horizon 2020 for the years 2018-2020.

An analysis of the existing participation of the EU-13 countries in the Horizon 2020 still indicates, that
the widening participation principle of the present programming period has not been reached yet.
The EU-13 countries account for less than 5% of the total budget spent under the Horizon 2020 until
now.

The Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and of Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia:

APPRECIATE the efforts undertaken by the European Commission. However UNDERLINE that,
despite the increasing budget for the programme and structural changes implemented so far (widening
package, simplification of measures, actions towards synergies with ESIF instruments), low
participation of the EU-13 countries is still persistent.

BELIEVE that in case of many research areas the EU-13 countries perspective is part of the scientific
excellence and without EU-13 countries knowledge and involvement the basic principle of scientific
excellence is seriously constraint.

UNDERLINE a need to find effective solutions to ensure a stronger involvement of the research needs
and potential of the Central and Eastern European countries in co-creating and functioning
of the European Research Area (ERA) in the field of agriculture, bioeconomy and rural areas.

COMMITED to work together and to contribute to the further development of the European Research
Area by organizing joint programming exercises. The support from all the member states and
the European Commission is crucial. In the frame of the already existing tools, like research and
innovation actions, collaborative and support actions, pilot and flagship initiatives, joint programming
initiatives should be found solutions to focus the common efforts for a successful co-construction.

REQUEST the European Commission to take urgent measures aimed at the stronger use of
the research potential of all Member countries in the process of building the single European Research
Area (ERA).

CALL ON the European Commission to introduce instruments reducing disproportions

in participation of the EU-13 countries in the Horizon 2020 Programme, inter alia, by:

- considering the needs and possibilities of the EU-13 countries, related to the climatic
and social specificity of the agri-food, bioeconomy and rural areas of the EU-13 countries;

- flagging certain topics as requiring research scope from across all the macro-regions
of the EU;

- supporting the macro-regional cooperation actions, e.g. the BIOEAST Initiative;

- enhancing incentives for new participants;

- introducing research and innovation actions, coordination and support actions and joint
programme initiatives for the EU-13 countries in the order to increase their activity in creating
and functioning of the European Research Area (ERA);

- strengthening the efforts foreseen in the Horizon 2020 regulations i.e. balance between small
and large projects and geographical balance of evaluators;

- considering further simplification of rules within the Horizon 2020, including remuneration
schemes for participants.
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PROPOSE to introduce into the Work Programme 2018-2020 under the Horizon 2020 Societal
Challenge 2 the common developed proposals of the topics in order to increase the use of the research
potential of the Central and Eastern European countries. Joint proposals of the topics (attached) have
been formulated in the following thematic areas:

(i) development of regional, national and European Bioeconomy in the Central and Eastern European
countries,

(ii) sustainable agri-food sector,

(iii) rural renaissance.

Warsaw, 26.10.2016

On behalf of
' Poland: TR TMITIRERRTY 1 A L] L o s
Krzysztof Jurgiel, Minister of Agricultureangd’ Rural Development
’,..--
e
e
. Czech Republic: ""h
Jifi Sir, Deputy Minister of Agriculture

Séandor Fazekasf/l' er of Agriculture
« Slovakia: B ] 00 1 A e e R Lo
Gabriela Matetn iqister of |Agriculture and Rural Development

Bulgarias: @ iaerssersesssisssaveavinedeliisvereasnsensses

Vassil Groudev, [pepu Minislerongricu!.tumandFooé.

*  Romania: = Too.ee.o.
Teodor Mihalcea, State Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development

Slovenia: T WW"
Tanja Strnisa, State Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Food
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