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1. INTRODUCTION 

This staff working document gives an overview of key existing European initiatives related to 
the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It summarises for each of 
the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) what the main actions are that the 
European Union is undertaking in terms of both domestically oriented and external actions.  

The overview presented is not exhaustive, but aims to highlight in particular the most recent 
and relevant initiatives contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. As the SDGs are interlinked, many EU actions contribute to several SDGs. In order to 
avoid too many repetitions EU actions have only been highlighted for those Sustainable 
Development Goals to which their contribution is the most relevant.  

The overview below makes clear that the EU priorities, policies, funds and other actions cover 
all Sustainable Development Goals and provide a significant contribution to their 
implementation, both within the EU and through EU external action. They put the European 
Union on the right track to achieve a sustainable European future. Continued efforts and 
mainstreaming of the S in new policy initiatives will be needed to achieve the SDGs, which 
are often demanding and have a long-term horizon.  

In the Commission Communication accompanying this staff working document, the 
Commission has confirmed its commitment to sustainable development and its intention to 
further mainstreaming it into its policy-making. To achieve this, the EU will need to put its 
enabling policies and funds into practice and showcase concrete results on the ground. For 
that - as indicated in the Commission Communication accompanying this staff working 
document – governance instruments including better regulation tools will be used to ensure 
that EU policies continue to be fit for purpose. Effective implementation of existing EU 
policies,  of which many are linked to sustainability objectives in the long term, is also needed 
to continue progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals within the EU and globally, 
including in developing countries.   

The achievement of many Sustainable Development Goals will also depend largely on action 
taken in Member States, as in many areas the EU supports, coordinates and complements  
Member States' policies or has a shared responsibility. In line with the principle of 
subsidiarity, the EU can in areas outside its exclusive competence only act if the objectives of 
the proposed action cannot be sufficiently achieved by the Member States at central, regional 
or local level but can rather, by reason of the scale or effects of the proposed action, be better 
achieved at Union level. 

A sustainable future in the European Union can only be realised if all work together - the 
Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union, the Member 
States, businesses, civil society organisations and citizens. EU action is to be coordinated also 
with our external partners bilaterally and at global level, especially to achieve further progress 
in developing countries, where many challenges to meet the Sustainable Development Goals 
are persisting. 
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pr
ep

ar
ed

ne
ss

 a
nd

 re
sp

on
se

 to
 h

ea
lth

 e
m

er
ge

nc
ie

s . 
 

 - 
E

U
 

fu
nd

in
g 

in
st

ru
m

en
ts

 
su

ch
 

as
 

th
e 

In
st

ru
m

en
t 

fo
r 

Pr
e-

A
cc

es
si

on
 A

ss
is

ta
nc

e,
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

N
ei

gh
bo

ur
ho

od
 I

ns
tru

m
en

t, 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Fu
nd

, 
th

e 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

C
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

In
st

ru
m

en
t, 

th
e 

C
iv

il 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

M
ec

ha
ni

sm
, t

he
 H

um
an

ita
ria

n 
A

id
 

fu
nd

in
g 

in
st

ru
m

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
ex

te
rn

al
 c

om
po

ne
nt

 o
f H

or
iz

on
 2

02
0.

 

  

ca
pa

ci
ty

 to
 c

oo
rd

in
at

e 
re

sp
on

se
 to

 h
ea

lth
 e

m
er

ge
nc

ie
s 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e 
EU

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
on

 a
nt

im
ic

ro
bi

al
 re

si
st

an
ce

 a
nd

 h
el

pi
ng

 
M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 i
m

pl
em

en
t 

th
e 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
H

ea
lth

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

. 
Th

is
 f

ra
m

ew
or

k 
in

cl
ud

es
 a

n 
ea

rly
 w

ar
ni

ng
 a

nd
 r

es
po

ns
e 

sy
st

em
 

an
d 

a 
m

ec
ha

ni
sm

 fo
r t

he
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

of
 re

sp
on

se
.  

- 
Th

e 
E

U
 y

ou
th

 s
tr

at
eg

y 
al

so
 p

ay
s 

pa
rti

cu
la

r 
at

te
nt

io
n 

to
 t

he
 

he
al

th
 a

nd
 w

el
l-b

ei
ng

 o
f t

he
 y

ou
ng

 p
eo

pl
e.

 T
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
ls

o 
su

pp
or

ts
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 w
ith

 t
he

 i
m

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 A

ct
io

n 
Pl

an
 o

f 
C

hi
ld

ho
od

 O
be

si
ty

 a
nd

 o
f 

th
e 

A
ct

io
n 

Pl
an

 o
n 

Y
ou

th
 

D
ri

nk
in

g 
an

d 
on

 H
ea

vy
 E

pi
so

di
c 

D
ri

nk
in

g.
 

- 
Th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

So
lid

ar
ity

 C
or

ps
 w

ill
 e

na
bl

e 
yo

un
g 

pe
op

le
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
EU

 t
o 

vo
lu

nt
ee

r 
th

ei
r 

he
lp

 w
he

re
 i

t 
is

 n
ee

de
d 

m
os

t, 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e 
re

la
te

d 
to

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 

ad
dr

es
si

ng
 

so
ci

al
 

ch
al

le
ng

es
, s

uc
h 

as
 h

ea
lth

 a
nd

 d
em

og
ra

ph
ic

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
.  

- 
W

ith
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

st
re

ss
or

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ai

r 
an

d 
no

is
e 

po
llu

tio
n 

ha
vi

ng
 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 

im
pa

ct
s 

on
 

he
al

th
, 

th
e 

EU
 

cl
im

at
e 

an
d 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
po

lic
y 

al
so

 i
nc

re
as

es
 h

ea
lth

 a
nd

 w
el

l-b
ei

ng
, 

fo
r 

ex
am

pl
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

its
 a

m
bi

tio
us

 c
lim

at
e 

po
lic

ie
s 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ai

r 
qu

al
ity

, n
oi

se
, a

nd
 in

du
st

ria
l e

m
is

si
on

s 
le

gi
sl

at
io

n 
or

 
th

ro
ug

h 
its

 w
at

er
 p

ol
ic

y.
   

- E
U

 C
oh

es
io

n 
Po

lic
y 

is
 th

e 
EU

’s
 m

ai
n 

in
ve

st
m

en
t p

ol
ic

y,
 w

ho
se

 
co

re
 

m
is

si
on

 
is

 
to

 
ac

hi
ev

e 
ec

on
om

ic
, 

so
ci

al
 

an
d 

te
rr

ito
ria

l 
co

he
si

on
, 

by
 r

ed
uc

in
g 

di
sp

ar
iti

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

EU
 r

eg
io

ns
, 

al
so

 i
n 

te
rm

s o
f e

nd
ow

m
en

t o
f h

ea
lth

 se
rv

ic
es

. E
U

 C
oh

es
io

n 
Po

lic
y 

ha
s a

 
th

em
at

ic
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e 

de
di

ca
te

d 
to

 p
ro

m
ot

in
g 

so
ci

al
 i

nc
lu

si
on

 a
nd

 
ta

ck
le

 p
ov

er
ty

 a
nd

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n 

by
 f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

in
ve

st
in

g 
in

 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 s
oc

ia
l i

nf
ra

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 r

ed
uc

in
g 

in
eq

ua
lit

ie
s 

in
 te

rm
s 

of
 

he
al

th
 s

ta
tu

s 
an

d 
pr

om
ot

in
g 

so
ci

al
 i

nc
lu

si
on

 t
hr

ou
gh

 i
m

pr
ov

ed
 

ac
ce

ss
 t

o 
so

ci
al

, 
cu

ltu
ra

l 
an

d 
re

cr
ea

tio
na

l 
se

rv
ic

es
. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, 
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th
er

e 
is

 a
 f

un
di

ng
 p

re
co

nd
iti

on
 (

i.e
. 

ex
-a

nt
e 

co
nd

iti
on

al
ity

) 
on

 
ex

is
te

nc
e 

of
 a

 p
ol

ic
y 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
on

 h
ea

lth
, w

hi
ch

 e
ns

ur
es

 th
at

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
pr

er
eq

ui
si

te
s 

fo
r 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 E

U
 in

ve
st

m
en

t 
ar

e 
in

 p
la

ce
. F

in
al

ly
, s

us
ta

in
ab

le
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t i

s 
a 

le
ga

lly
 b

in
di

ng
 

cr
os

s-
cu

tti
ng

 p
rin

ci
pl

e,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 m

ai
ns

tre
am

ed
 a

t a
ll 

st
ag

es
 o

f t
he

 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 S

tru
ct

ur
al

 a
nd

 In
ve

st
m

en
t F

un
ds

. 

 - 
Th

e 
EU

 i
s 

pr
om

ot
in

g 
re

se
ar

ch
 a

nd
 i

nn
ov

at
io

n 
w

ith
 t

he
 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e 
H

or
iz

on
 2

02
0 

w
hi

ch
 in

ve
st

s 
in

 in
no

va
tiv

e 
so

lu
tio

ns
 t

ha
t 

he
lp

 t
ac

kl
e 

th
e 

ad
ve

rs
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 h

um
an

 h
ea

lth
 

re
la

te
d 

to
 p

ol
lu

tio
n,

 c
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
, a

nd
 tr

an
sp

or
t s

af
et

y.
 H

or
iz

on
 

20
20

 f
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e 
co

nt
rib

ut
es

 E
U

R
 1

 b
ill

io
n 

to
 t

he
 f

ig
ht

 a
ga

in
st

 
an

tim
ic

ro
bi

al
 re

si
st

an
ce

. I
nn

ov
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
he

al
th

ca
re

 se
ct

or
 is

 a
ls

o 
su

pp
or

te
d 

vi
a 

th
e 

In
no

va
tiv

e 
M

ed
ic

in
es

 I
ni

tia
tiv

e,
 w

hi
ch

 w
as

 s
et

 
up

 a
s 

a 
jo

in
t u

nd
er

ta
ki

ng
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

EU
 a

nd
 th

e 
ph

ar
m

ac
eu

tic
al

 
in

du
st

ry
, a

s 
w

el
l 

as
 v

ia
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

In
no

va
tio

n 
Pa

rtn
er

sh
ip

 o
n 

A
ct

iv
e 

an
d 

H
ea

lth
y 

A
ge

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

H
ea

lth
 K

no
w

le
dg

e 
an

d 
In

no
va

tio
n 

C
om

m
un

ity
 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 
In

st
itu

te
 

fo
r 

In
no

va
tio

n 
an

d 
Te

ch
no

lo
gy

 (E
IT

). 
 

- 
Th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 i

s 
m

or
eo

ve
r 

w
or

ki
ng

 t
ow

ar
ds

 a
 c

on
cr

et
e 

E
ur

op
ea

n 
pi

lla
r 

of
 s

oc
ia

l r
ig

ht
s, 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 id

en
tif

y 
a 

nu
m

be
r o

f 
es

se
nt

ia
l 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
a 

co
m

pa
ss

 f
or

 u
pw

ar
ds

 
co

nv
er

ge
nc

e 
as

 r
eg

ar
ds

 s
oc

ia
l 

an
d 

la
bo

ur
 m

ar
ke

t 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
s, 

fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
an

d 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 in
 th

e 
fie

ld
 o

f 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 p
ol

ic
ie

s. 
O

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

ar
ea

s 
co

ve
re

d 
is

 a
de

qu
at

e 
so

ci
al

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
he

al
th

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
si

ck
ne

ss
 b

en
ef

its
, a

nd
 

lo
ng

 te
rm

 c
ar

e,
 a

nd
 a

cc
es

s t
o 

es
se

nt
ia

l s
er

vi
ce

s. 
  

- T
he

 E
U

 se
t a

 r
oa

d 
sa

fe
ty

 ta
rg

et
 o

f h
al

vi
ng

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
ro

ad
 d

ea
th

s 
by

 5
0 

%
 b

y 
20

20
. 

A
 m

ix
 o

f 
m

ea
su

re
s 

ai
m

s 
at

 m
ak

in
g 

us
er

s, 
ve

hi
cl

es
 a

nd
 in

fr
as

tru
ct

ur
e 

sa
fe

r. 
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- 
U

nd
er

 t
he

 U
ni

on
 C

iv
il 

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
M

ec
ha

ni
sm

, 
th

e 
EU

 i
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

in
g 

to
 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

an
d 

be
tte

r 
in

te
gr

at
io

n 
of

 
tra

ns
na

tio
na

l 
de

te
ct

io
n 

an
d 

ea
rly

 w
ar

ni
ng

 a
nd

 a
le

rt 
sy

st
em

s, 
in

 
or

de
r 

to
 e

na
bl

e 
a 

ra
pi

d 
re

sp
on

se
, a

ls
o 

in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to
 h

ea
lth

 is
su

es
. 

To
 h

el
p 

m
ob

ili
se

 m
ed

ic
al

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 h

ea
lth

 te
am

s 
an

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
t 

fo
r 

su
dd

en
 

em
er

ge
nc

ie
s 

in
si

de
 

an
d 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

EU
, 

th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 t
og

et
he

r 
w

ith
 t

he
 c

ou
nt

rie
s 

pa
rti

ci
pa

tin
g 

in
 t

he
 E

U
 

C
iv

il 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

M
ec

ha
ni

sm
 

ha
ve

 
la

un
ch

ed
 

th
e 

E
ur

op
ea

n 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

or
ps

. 

- 
Th

e 
E

ur
op

ea
n 

D
is

ab
ili

ty
 S

tr
at

eg
y 

20
10

-2
02

0 
co

nt
ai

ns
 a

ct
io

ns
 

to
 fo

st
er

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 h

ea
lth

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
an

d 
re

la
te

d 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

fo
r p

er
so

ns
 

w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s. 

- 
Th

e 
EU

 i
s 

st
re

ng
th

en
in

g 
th

e 
ec

os
ys

te
m

 o
f 

so
ci

al
 e

co
no

m
y 

en
te

rp
ri

se
s  

an
d 

ac
to

rs
 i

n 
th

e 
EU

, a
 l

ot
 o

f 
th

em
 w

or
ki

ng
 i

n 
th

e 
he

al
th

 se
ct

or
 a

nd
 b

rin
gi

ng
 in

no
va

tiv
e 

co
nc

re
te

 a
dd

ed
 v

al
ue

 to
 it

. 

- 
E

U
 f

un
di

ng
 i

ns
tr

um
en

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
 H

ea
lth

 P
ro

gr
am

m
e,

 t
he

 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 S

tru
ct

ur
al

 a
nd

 In
ve

st
m

en
t F

un
ds

, t
he

 P
ro

gr
am

m
e 

fo
r t

he
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
t a

nd
 C

lim
at

e 
A

ct
io

n 
(L

IF
E)

, H
or

iz
on

 2
02

0 
(in

cl
ud

in
g 

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 In

st
itu

te
 o

f I
nn

ov
at

io
n 

&
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
EI

T)
, 

th
e 

Fu
nd

 f
or

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
A

id
 t

o 
th

e 
m

os
t 

D
ep

riv
ed

, 
th

e 
C

iv
il 

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
M

ec
ha

ni
sm

 a
nd

 th
e 

Em
er

ge
nc

y 
Su

pp
or

t I
ns

tru
m

en
t. 
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4.
 E

ns
ur

e 
in

cl
us

iv
e 

an
d 

eq
ui

ta
bl

e 
qu

al
ity

 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

pr
om

ot
e 

lif
e-

lo
ng

 
le

ar
ni

ng
 

op
po

rt
un

i-
tie

s f
or

 a
ll 

Th
e 

m
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
t C

om
m

is
si

on
 p

ri
or

iti
es

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
in

g 
to

 th
is

 su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t g

oa
l a

re
: j

ob
s, 

gr
ow

th
 a

nd
 in

ve
st

m
en

t; 
a 

di
gi

ta
l 

si
ng

le
 m

ar
ke

t; 
a 

de
ep

er
 a

nd
 fa

ir
er

 e
co

no
m

ic
 a

nd
 m

on
et

ar
y 

un
io

n,
 a

 d
ee

pe
r a

nd
 fa

ir
er

 in
te

rn
al

 m
ar

ke
t; 

a 
st

ro
ng

er
 g

lo
ba

l a
ct

or
 

- 
In

 i
ts

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 
th

e 
EU

 p
ur

su
es

 i
ts

 
su

pp
or

t 
to

 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

m
ai

nl
y 

in
 

th
e 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
of

 
th

e 
E

U
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

co
op

er
at

io
n 

po
lic

y,
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

N
ei

gh
bo

ur
ho

od
 

Po
lic

y 
an

d 
th

e 
E

U
 E

nl
ar

ge
m

en
t P

ol
ic

y.
 T

he
 A

ge
nd

a 
fo

r 
C

ha
ng

e 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e 
se

ts
 a

 ta
rg

et
 o

f 
m

in
im

um
 2

0 
%

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 o
n 

so
ci

al
 

in
cl

us
io

n 
an

d 
hu

m
an

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
Th

es
e 

po
lic

ie
s 

re
co

gn
is

e 
th

e 
vi

ta
l 

ro
le

 o
f 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
tra

in
in

g 
in

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r 

hu
m

an
, s

oc
ia

l a
nd

 in
cl

us
iv

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t. 

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
tra

in
in

g 
is

 
al

so
 

an
 

es
se

nt
ia

l 
m

ea
ns

 
to

 
ad

dr
es

s 
w

id
er

 
gl

ob
al

 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

pe
ac

e,
 s

ta
bi

lit
y 

an
d 

pr
os

pe
rit

y,
 t

o 
st

re
ng

th
en

 
so

ci
et

al
 r

es
ili

en
ce

, p
lu

ra
lis

m
 a

nd
 c

oe
xi

st
en

ce
, a

nd
 a

ls
o 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 

an
d 

co
un

te
r v

io
le

nt
 e

xt
re

m
is

m
 a

nd
 ra

di
ca

lis
at

io
n.

 Im
pr

ov
in

g 
ge

nd
er

 
eq

ua
lit

y 
is

 a
 lo

ng
-s

ta
nd

in
g 

pr
io

rit
y 

in
 E

U
's 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
pr

og
ra

m
m

es
. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, t

he
 E

U
 s

up
po

rts
 g

lo
ba

l e
du

ca
tio

n 
in

iti
at

iv
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 th
e 

G
lo

ba
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es
 (

w
or

ks
ho

ps
, 

co
ac

hi
ng

, 
de

m
on

st
ra

tio
n 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 e
tc

.) 
to

 
pe

rs
on

s e
ng

ag
ed

 in
 th

e 
ag

ric
ul

tu
ra

l, 
fo

od
 a

nd
 fo

re
st

ry
 se

ct
or

s, 
la

nd
 

m
an

ag
er

s a
nd

 S
M

Es
 o

pe
ra

tin
g 

in
 ru

ra
l a

re
as

. 

- 
W

ith
 r

eg
ar

d 
to

 c
ul

tu
re

, 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f 
th

e 
EU

 i
s 

to
 h

el
p 

ad
dr

es
s 

co
m

m
on

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 in

 it
s 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s, 
su

ch
 a

s 
th

e 
pr

om
ot

io
n 

of
 c

ul
tu

ra
l d

iv
er

si
ty

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 t

hr
ou

gh
 e

du
ca

tio
n .

 A
s 

Pa
rty

 to
 

th
e 

U
N

ES
C

O
 2

00
5 

C
on

ve
nt

io
n 

on
 th

e 
Pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

an
d 

Pr
om

ot
io

n 
of

 t
he

 D
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
C

ul
tu

ra
l 

Ex
pr

es
si

on
s, 

th
e 

EU
 p

ro
m

ot
es

 i
ts

 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

ac
ro

ss
 a

ll 
its

 p
ol

ic
ie

s.  

- 
E

U
 f

un
di

ng
 i

ns
tr

um
en

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

St
ru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 

In
ve

st
m

en
t F

un
ds

, t
he

 U
ni

on
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
Fo

r E
du

ca
tio

n,
 T

ra
in

in
g,

 
Y

ou
th

 
an

d 
Sp

or
t 

(E
ra

sm
us

+ 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e)
, 

H
or

iz
on

 
20

20
 

(in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 

In
st

itu
te

 
of

 
In

no
va

tio
n 

&
 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
 E

IT
) a

nd
 th

e 
Em

er
ge

nc
y 

Su
pp

or
t I

ns
tru

m
en

t. 
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5.
 A

ch
ie

ve
 

ge
nd

er
 

eq
ua

lit
y 

an
d 

em
po

w
er

 a
ll 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 

gi
rl

s 

Th
e 

m
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
t C

om
m

is
si

on
 p

ri
or

iti
es

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
in

g 
to

 th
is

 su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t g

oa
l a

re
: j

us
tic

e 
an

d 
fu

nd
am

en
ta

l r
ig

ht
s;

 a
 

st
ro

ng
er

 g
lo

ba
l a

ct
or

 a
nd

 a
 u

ni
on

 o
f d

em
oc

ra
tic

 c
ha

ng
e 

- G
en

de
r e

qu
al

ity
 is

 a
t t

he
 c

or
e 

of
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

va
lu

es
 a

nd
 e

ns
hr

in
ed

 in
 

th
e 

EU
 p

ol
iti

ca
l a

nd
 le

ga
l f

ra
m

ew
or

k.
 T

he
 E

U
 s

tr
at

eg
y 

an
d 

ac
tio

n 
pl

an
 t

o 
pr

om
ot

e 
ge

nd
er

 e
qu

al
ity

 a
nd

 w
om

en
's

 e
m

po
w

er
m

en
t 

20
16

-2
02

0 
ai

m
s 

at
 t

ra
ns

fo
rm

in
g 

th
e 

liv
es

 o
f 

gi
rls

 a
nd

 w
om

en
  

th
ro

ug
h 

E
U

 e
xt

er
na

l r
el

at
io

ns
 b

y 
fo

cu
si

ng
 o

n 
en

su
rin

g 
gi

rls
 a

nd
 

w
om

en
’s

 p
hy

si
ca

l i
nt

eg
rit

y,
  

pr
om

ot
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ec
on

om
ic

 a
nd

 s
oc

ia
l 

rig
ht

s 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

em
po

w
er

m
en

t 
an

d 
st

re
ng

th
en

in
g 

th
ei

r 
vo

ic
e 

an
d 

pa
rti

ci
pa

tio
n.

  

- 
Th

e 
EU

 p
ur

su
es

 a
 t

w
in

-tr
ac

k 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 t

o 
ge

nd
er

 e
qu

al
ity

 i
n 

its
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

co
op

er
at

io
n 

po
lic

y:
 

ge
nd

er
 

m
ai

ns
tre

am
in

g 
an

d 
ge

nd
er

 s
pe

ci
fic

 a
ct

io
ns

 in
 a

 n
um

be
r o

f a
re

as
. A

ct
iv

iti
es

 ra
ng

e 
fr

om
 

ca
pa

ci
ty

-b
ui

ld
in

g,
 

su
pp

or
t 

to
 

w
om

en
's 

em
po

w
er

m
en

t, 
di

ss
em

in
at

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 g

en
de

r e
qu

al
ity

 th
ro

ug
h 

gu
id

el
in

es
 to

 
be

st
 p

ra
ct

ic
es

 a
nd

 a
w

ar
en

es
s r

ai
si

ng
.  

- 
Th

e 
E

U
 G

lo
ba

l 
St

ra
te

gy
 o

n 
Fo

re
ig

n 
an

d 
Se

cu
ri

ty
 P

ol
ic

y 
is

 
em

ph
as

iz
in

g 
th

e 
im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 m

ai
ns

tre
am

in
g 

hu
m

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
an

d 
ge

nd
er

 
is

su
es

 
ac

ro
ss

 
po

lic
y 

se
ct

or
s 

an
d 

in
st

itu
tio

ns
. 

G
en

de
r 

Eq
ua

lit
y 

is
 th

us
 to

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 a

nd
 p

ol
ic

y 
di

al
og

ue
 

w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

 c
ou

nt
rie

s. 
Fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

EU
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 o
n 

vi
ol

en
ce

 
ag

ai
ns

t 
w

om
en

 
an

d 
gi

rls
. 

G
en

de
r 

eq
ua

lit
y 

is
 

al
so

 
in

te
gr

at
ed

 in
 th

e 
EU

 c
ris

is
 m

an
ag

em
en

t m
is

si
on

s a
nd

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
.  

  

- 
Th

e 
E

ur
op

ea
n 

N
ei

gh
bo

ur
ho

od
 

Po
lic

y 
ap

pl
ie

s 
a 

ge
nd

er
 

m
ai

ns
tre

am
in

g 
po

lic
y 

in
 it

s r
el

at
io

ns
 w

ith
 th

ird
 c

ou
nt

rie
s. 

In
 th

e 
EU

 
en

la
rg

em
en

t 
pr

oc
es

s, 
ge

nd
er

 e
qu

al
ity

 i
s 

in
cl

ud
ed

 a
s 

on
e 

of
 t

he
 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
ac

tio
n 

pl
an

s 
th

at
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 is

 

- T
he

 E
U

 h
as

 m
ad

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
ov

er
 th

e 
la

st
 d

ec
ad

es
 w

ith
 

re
ga

rd
 

to
 

ge
nd

er
 

eq
ua

lit
y.

 
Th

is
 

is
 

m
ai

nl
y 

th
an

ks
 

to
 

eq
ua

l 
tr

ea
tm

en
t l

eg
is

la
tio

n,
 g

en
de

r 
m

ai
ns

tr
ea

m
in

g 
(in

te
gr

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

ge
nd

er
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
in

to
 a

ll 
ot

he
r p

ol
ic

ie
s)

, a
nd

 s
pe

ci
fic

 p
ol

ic
y 

an
d 

fu
nd

in
g 

m
ea

su
re

s f
or

 th
e 

ad
va

nc
em

en
t o

f g
en

de
r e

qu
al

ity
.  

- 
Th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

en
ga

ge
m

en
t 

fo
r 

ge
nd

er
 e

qu
al

ity
 (

20
16

-2
01

9)
 

se
ts

 t
he

 f
ra

m
ew

or
k 

fo
r 

th
e 

EU
's 

fu
tu

re
 w

or
k 

to
w

ar
ds

 g
en

de
r 

eq
ua

lit
y,

 a
nd

 is
 a

cc
om

pa
ni

ed
 b

y 
pr

op
os

ed
 c

on
cr

et
e 

ac
tio

ns
. I

t s
et

s 
ou

t 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
's 

w
or

k 
pl

an
s 

to
w

ar
ds

 i
m

pr
ov

in
g 

ge
nd

er
 

eq
ua

lit
y,

 
in

 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 
fe

m
al

e 
la

bo
ur

 
m

ar
ke

t 
pa

rti
ci

pa
tio

n,
 

re
du

ci
ng

 t
he

 g
en

de
r 

pa
y,

 e
ar

ni
ng

s 
an

d 
pe

ns
io

n 
ga

ps
 a

nd
 t

hu
s 

fig
ht

in
g 

po
ve

rty
 a

m
on

g 
w

om
en

, 
pr

om
ot

in
g 

eq
ua

lit
y 

be
tw

ee
n 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 m

en
 in

 d
ec

is
io

n-
m

ak
in

g,
 a

nd
 c

om
ba

tin
g 

ge
nd

er
-b

as
ed

 
vi

ol
en

ce
 a

nd
 p

ro
te

ct
in

g 
an

d 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

vi
ct

im
s. 

 

- 
A

s 
pa

rt 
of

 t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
Se

m
es

te
r,

 t
he

 E
U

's 
ye

ar
ly

 c
yc

le
 o

f 
ec

on
om

ic
 a

nd
 b

ud
ge

ta
ry

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n,
 s

ev
er

al
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

re
ce

iv
in

g 
C

ou
nt

ry
-S

pe
ci

fic
 R

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

ns
 i

n 
th

e 
ar

ea
 o

f 
ge

nd
er

 e
qu

al
ity

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

av
ai

la
bi

lit
y 

of
 q

ua
lit

y 
af

fo
rd

ab
le

 (f
ul

l-t
im

e)
 c

hi
ld

ca
re

, r
ed

uc
in

g 
fin

an
ci

al
 d

is
in

ce
nt

iv
es

 to
 

w
or

k 
or

 w
or

k 
m

or
e 

fo
r s

ec
on

d 
ea

rn
er

s, 
th

e 
ge

nd
er

 p
ay

 g
ap

 a
nd

 th
e 

ha
rm

on
is

at
io

n 
of

 re
tir

em
en

t a
ge

 fo
r m

en
 a

nd
 w

om
en

. 

- 
Th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 i

s 
m

or
eo

ve
r 

w
or

ki
ng

 t
ow

ar
ds

 a
 c

on
cr

et
e 

E
ur

op
ea

n 
pi

lla
r 

of
 s

oc
ia

l r
ig

ht
s, 

w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 id

en
tif

y 
a 

nu
m

be
r o

f 
es

se
nt

ia
l 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
a 

co
m

pa
ss

 f
or

 u
pw

ar
ds

 
co

nv
er

ge
nc

e 
as

 r
eg

ar
ds

 s
oc

ia
l 

an
d 

la
bo

ur
 m

ar
ke

t 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
s, 

fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
an

d 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 in
 th

e 
fie

ld
 o

f 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t 
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fo
llo

w
in

g 
up

 in
 th

e 
co

nt
ex

t o
f a

cc
es

si
on

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

. 

- 
To

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t 

qu
al

ity
 o

f 
E

U
 h

um
an

ita
ri

an
 a

id
 p

ol
ic

y,
 

ge
nd

er
 

is
su

es
 

ar
e 

al
w

ay
s 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 

in
 

EU
 

hu
m

an
ita

ria
n 

op
er

at
io

ns
, f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

EU
 h

um
an

ita
ria

n 
G

en
de

r-
A

ge
 

M
ar

ke
r 

an
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

su
pp

or
t t

o 
pr

og
ra

m
m

es
 a

nd
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

lin
ke

d 
to

 
re

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
he

al
th

 i
n 

em
er

ge
nc

ie
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
se

xu
al

 a
nd

 g
en

de
r-

ba
se

d 
vi

ol
en

ce
. 

Th
e 

EU
 A

ct
io

n 
Pl

an
 f

or
 R

es
ili

en
ce

 i
nc

lu
de

s 
a 

ge
nd

er
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
by

 u
nd

er
lin

in
g 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f 

w
om

en
 i

n 
bu

ild
in

g 
re

si
lie

nc
e 

in
 h

ou
se

ho
ld

s a
nd

 c
om

m
un

iti
es

 a
ff

ec
te

d 
by

 c
ris

is
.  

- 
E

U
 T

ra
de

 p
ol

ic
y 

su
pp

or
ts

 t
he

 e
xt

er
na

l 
pr

oj
ec

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 E

U
's 

w
or

k 
on

 
C

or
po

ra
te

 
So

ci
al

 
R

es
po

ns
ib

ili
ty

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

su
pp

or
tiv

e 
pr

ov
is

io
ns

 in
 it

s t
ra

de
 a

gr
ee

m
en

ts
. 

- 
E

U
 f

un
di

ng
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

N
ei

gh
bo

ur
ho

od
 

in
st

ru
m

en
t, 

th
e 

In
st

ru
m

en
t 

fo
r 

Pr
e-

 A
cc

es
si

on
 A

ss
is

ta
nc

e,
 t

he
 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Fu
nd

, 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 

In
st

ru
m

en
t 

fo
r 

D
em

oc
ra

cy
 &

 H
um

an
 R

ig
ht

s, 
th

e 
Pa

rtn
er

sh
ip

 I
ns

tru
m

en
t 

an
d 

th
e 

H
um

an
ita

ria
n 

A
id

 fu
nd

in
g 

in
st

ru
m

en
t. 

 

an
d 

so
ci

al
 p

ol
ic

ie
s. 

So
m

e 
of

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
ar

ea
s 

co
ve

re
d 

in
cl

ud
e 

 e
qu

al
 

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s, 

ge
nd

er
 e

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 w

or
k -

lif
e 

ba
la

nc
e.

   
 

- 
Th

e 
EU

 p
re

pa
re

s 
an

 A
nn

ua
l 

R
ep

or
t 

on
 e

qu
al

ity
 b

et
w

ee
n 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 m

en
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 m
on

ito
r p

ro
gr

es
s 

m
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

ar
ea

 o
f 

ge
nd

er
 e

qu
al

ity
 a

t E
U

 le
ve

l. 
  

- T
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 b
el

ie
ve

s 
th

at
 C

or
po

ra
te

 S
oc

ia
l R

es
po

ns
ib

ili
ty

 
is

 im
po

rta
nt

 fo
r t

he
 su

st
ai

na
bi

lit
y,

 c
om

pe
tit

iv
en

es
s, 

an
d 

in
no

va
tio

n 
of

 E
U

 e
nt

er
pr

is
es

 a
nd

 t
he

 E
U

 e
co

no
m

y 
an

d 
as

 s
uc

h 
su

pp
or

ts
 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 t

o 
be

 a
nd

 t
o 

be
co

m
e 

so
ci

al
ly

 r
es

po
ns

ib
le

, 
in

te
r 

al
ia

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
re

sp
ec

t o
f g

en
de

r e
qu

al
ity

 in
 b

us
in

es
se

s. 

- 
In

 t
he

 c
on

te
xt

 o
f 

EU
 C

oh
es

io
n 

Po
lic

y'
s 

ef
fo

rts
 t

o 
ac

hi
ev

e 
ec

on
om

ic
, t

er
rit

or
ia

l a
nd

 s
oc

ia
l c

oh
es

io
n,

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 c

ro
ss

-c
ut

tin
g 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 a

re
 m

ai
ns

tre
am

ed
: 

th
er

e 
ar

e  
le

ga
lly

 b
in

di
ng

 e
x-

an
te

 
co

nd
iti

on
al

iti
es

 -
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

a 
ho

riz
on

ta
l o

ne
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

om
ot

io
n 

of
 

eq
ua

lit
y 

be
tw

ee
n 

m
en

 a
nd

 w
om

en
, 

th
e 

in
te

gr
at

io
n 

of
 a

 g
en

de
r 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
e 

an
d 

no
n -

di
sc

rim
in

at
io

n 
ba

se
d 

on
 s

ex
 -

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 

de
te

rm
in

in
g 

th
e 

ac
ce

ss
 t

o 
de

di
ca

te
d 

fu
nd

in
g 

fr
om

 t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
St

ru
ct

ur
al

 a
nd

 In
ve

st
m

en
t F

un
ds

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 c
oh

es
io

n 
po

lic
y 

ha
s 

a 
th

em
at

ic
 o

bj
ec

tiv
e 

de
di

ca
te

d 
to

 s
oc

ia
l 

in
cl

us
io

n,
 p

ov
er

ty
 a

nd
 

di
sc

rim
in

at
io

n.
 S

up
po

rti
ng

 w
om

en
 in

 w
or

k 
is

 a
no

th
er

 p
rio

rit
y.

  

- 
E

U
 f

un
di

ng
 i

ns
tr

um
en

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
 J

us
tic

e 
Pr

og
ra
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at
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ra
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 c
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ra
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C
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e 

M
is

si
on

 
In

no
va

tio
n 

In
iti

at
iv

e 
w

hi
ch

 
re

co
gn

is
es

 
th
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 r
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at
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ra
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 d
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 p
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l o
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 c
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 b
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ro
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ity

 
an

d 
tru

st
; 

in
te

gr
at

ed
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

en
er

gy
 m

ar
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w
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at
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l r
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el
ec

tri
ci

ty
, g

as
 a

nd
 h

ea
tin

g.
  

- 
A

ls
o,

 t
he

 E
U

's 
di

gi
ta

l 
po

lic
y 

ai
m

s 
to

 c
on

tri
bu

te
 t

o 
en

er
gy

 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y,

 fo
r e

xa
m

pl
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at
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 m
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t. 
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 c
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 d
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ila
bl
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 r
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 a
nd

 m
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 c
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 m
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 m
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n.

 E
U

 r
ul

es
 m

or
eo
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 c
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 f
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ra
m

m
e,

 
th

e 
ag

re
ed

 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

fo
r 

EU
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t 
po

lic
y 

un
til

 2
02

0,
 c
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l c
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 o
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ra
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 p

ro
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 m
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 c
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 m
ar

in
e 

w
at

er
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
ec

os
ys

te
m

-b
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 m
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fis
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ng
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 c
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
an

d 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
us

e 
of

 m
ar

in
e 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

 in
 a

re
as

 b
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 C
on

ve
nt

io
n 

on
 th

e 
La

w
 o

f t
he

 S
ea

. 

- 
Th

ro
ug

h 
its

 d
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fis
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 d
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ra
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U
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re
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 d
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t 
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ra
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 c
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 p
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 f
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 o
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C
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 o
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 c
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e 
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 t
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en
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E

U
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l 

co
m
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H
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ro
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m
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 D
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D
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m
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t 
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w
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ch
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e 
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d 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 
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pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 
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te
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be
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th
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C
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m
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an
d 

th
e 
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r 
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es
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nd
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 r
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ro
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e 

im
pl
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n 
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 p
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 o
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 p
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r 
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en
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w
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 p
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W
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 f
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 r
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 f
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 p
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 f
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 c
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 b
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at
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 b
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 c
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 o
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 d
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 c
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, p
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s f
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 p
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 f
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st
ra

te
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pl
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, 
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 t
o 
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l 
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r 
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at
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 c
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o 
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 m
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ra
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 f
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 p
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 f
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at
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 c
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 c
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st

ru
m

en
ts

 s
uc

h 
as

 H
or

iz
on

 2
02

0,
 th
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ro
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15
. P

ro
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e 
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d 
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ot
e 
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at
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 c
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 c
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t D
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ra
de

 
in

 
En

da
ng

er
ed

 
Sp

ec
ie

s, 
th

e 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

Tr
op

ic
al

 
Ti

m
be

r 
A

gr
ee

m
en

t 
an

d 
ot

he
rs

. 
Th

e 
EU

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
fin

an
ci

al
 a

nd
 t

ec
hn

ic
al

 
as

si
st

an
ce

 to
 d
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 d
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 p

ro
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re
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 r
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, c
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m
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m
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 b
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ra
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 s
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 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
in

 t
hi

rd
 c
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, m
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 c
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 c
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ra
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 d
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 d
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 p
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re
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 b
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r l

an
d 

us
e 

(S
tra

te
gi

c 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

ts
). 

 

- 
Si

nc
e 

th
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 r
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 c

ou
nt

ry
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
di

al
og

ue
s, 

a 
pe

er
-to

-p
ee

r p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
ac

tio
ns

 
to

 
su

pp
or

t 
M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

' 
ef

fo
rts
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 p
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t 
op

en
 t

ra
de

 r
eg

im
e 

in
 t

he
 w

or
ld

 f
or

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

- 
Th

e 
EU

 i
s 

co
m

m
itt

ed
 t

o 
a 

be
tt

er
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
ag

en
da

. 
Th

is
 i

s 
ab

ou
t 

de
si

gn
in

g 
EU

 p
ol

ic
ie

s 
an

d 
la

w
s 

so
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 a
ch

ie
ve

 t
he

ir 
ob

je
ct

iv
es

 i
n 

th
e 

m
os

t 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

w
ay

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 I

t 
en

su
re

s 
th

at
 

im
pa

ct
s 

ac
ro

ss
 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l, 
so

ci
al

 
an

d 
ec

on
om

ic
 

pi
lla

rs
 

of
 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

ar
e 

sc
ru

tin
is

ed
 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

po
lic

ie
s 

an
d 

as
 s

uc
h 

co
nt

rib
ut

es
 t

o 
po

lic
y 

co
he

re
nc

e.
 

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
it 

is
 

a 
w

ay
 

of
 

w
or

ki
ng

 
to

 
en

su
re

 
tra

ns
pa

re
nc

y 
w

he
n 

pr
ep

ar
in

g,
 im

pl
em

en
tin

g 
an

d 
re

vi
ew

in
g 

po
lic

y;
 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
ev

id
en

ce
 a

lw
ay

s 
in

fo
rm

s 
po

lic
y 

m
ak

in
g 

an
d 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 a

re
 i

nv
ol

ve
d.

 T
o 

en
su

re
 t

ha
t 

EU
 a

ct
io

n 
is

 -
 a

nd
 

re
m

ai
ns

 -
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e,

 t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
ss

es
se

s 
th

e 
ex

pe
ct

ed
 a

nd
 

ac
tu

al
 i

m
pa

ct
 o

f 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
le

gi
sl

at
io

n 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

im
po

rta
nt

 
m

ea
su

re
s 

at
 e

ve
ry

 s
ta

ge
 –

 f
ro

m
 p

la
nn

in
g 

to
 i

m
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n,
 

re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 re

vi
si

on
. 

- T
he

 E
U

 h
el

ps
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s i

n 
th

ei
r f

ig
ht

 a
ga

in
st

 ta
x 

av
oi

da
nc

e 
an

d 
ill

ic
it 

fin
an

ci
al

 f
lo

w
s;

 it
 p

ro
m

ot
es

 m
ac

ro
-e

co
no

m
ic

 s
ta

bi
lit

y,
 

st
re

ng
th

en
ed

 p
ol

ic
ie

s 
an

d 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

, k
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

in
no

va
tio

n,
 

tra
de

, i
nv

es
tm

en
t a

nd
 p

riv
at

e 
se

ct
or

 e
ng

ag
em

en
t. 

   

- 
A

 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
ag

en
da

 
re

qu
ire

s 
pa

rt
ne

rs
hi

ps
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

E
U

, 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
, 

so
ci

al
 p

ar
tn

er
s, 

th
e 

pr
iv

at
e 

se
ct

or
 a

nd
 c

iv
il 

so
ci

et
y.

 D
ev

el
op

in
g 

an
d 

fo
st

er
in

g 
th

is
 d

ia
lo

gu
e 

is
 a

n 
es

se
nt

ia
l 

el
em

en
t 

of
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

m
od

el
 o

f 
co

op
er

at
io

n,
 o

f 
w

hi
ch

 f
or

 E
U

 p
ol

ic
y 

m
ak

in
g 

so
m

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 a

re
 

gi
ve

n 
be

lo
w

:  

- T
he

 E
ur

op
e 

20
20

 s
tra

te
gy

 is
 a

 s
ha

re
d 

st
ra

te
gy

 s
ha

re
d 

am
on

g 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 i

ns
tit

ut
io

ns
, t

he
 m

em
be

r 
st

at
es

 a
nd

 t
he

 s
oc

ia
l 

pa
rtn

er
s. 



 

63
 

co
un

tri
es

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

du
ty

-f
re

e,
 q

uo
ta

-f
re

e 
m

ar
ke

t 
ac

ce
ss

 f
or

 t
he

 
le

as
t 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
co

un
tri

es
 

an
d 

un
de

r 
Ec

on
om

ic
 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
 

A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

. 
Th

e 
ge

ne
ra

lis
ed

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

pr
ef

er
en

ce
s 

(G
SP

) 
ha

s 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

ex
po

rts
 f

ro
m

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

co
un

tri
es

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
ts

 c
ov

er
ed

 
by

 u
p 

to
 5

%
, 

w
ith

 t
he

 E
ve

ry
th

in
g 

bu
t 

A
rm

s 
sc

he
m

e 
ge

ne
ra

tin
g 

ex
po

rt 
in

cr
ea

se
s o

f a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

10
%

.  

- 
H

el
pi

ng
 p

eo
pl

e 
af

fe
ct

ed
 b

y 
cr

is
es

 a
nd

 d
is

as
te

rs
 i

s 
a 

gl
ob

al
 

co
nc

er
n 

an
d 

in
cl

ud
es

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n 
at

 th
e 

gl
ob

al
 le

ve
l, 

as
 e

ss
en

tia
l 

w
ay

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
of

 a
id

 to
 th

os
e 

th
at

 
ne

ed
 it

 m
os

t. 
Th

e 
EU

 h
um

an
ita

ri
an

 a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

in
cl

ud
es

 w
or

ki
ng

 
in

 c
lo

se
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 w

ith
 a

 l
ar

ge
 n

um
be

r 
of

 h
um

an
ita

ria
n 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

U
N

 a
nd

 C
iv

il 
So

ci
et

y 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

, 
th

ro
ug

h 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 S

tra
te

gi
c 

D
ia

lo
gu

es
, 

U
N

 E
co

no
m

ic
 a

nd
 

So
ci

al
 C

ou
nc

il 
(E

C
O

SO
C

) a
nd

 th
e 

G
oo

d 
H

um
an

ita
ria

n 
D

on
or

sh
ip

 
pl

at
fo

rm
. 

Th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 
al

so
 

su
pp

or
ts

 
a 

m
or

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

in
vo

lv
em

en
t o

f a
 b

ro
ad

er
 ra

ng
e 

of
 a

ct
or

s 
in

 h
um

an
ita

ria
n 

co
nt

ex
ts

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

of
 

th
e 

lo
ca

l 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
, 

no
n-

D
A

C
 

(O
EC

D
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
A

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

) 
do

no
rs

, 
th

e 
pr

iv
at

e 
se

ct
or

 
an

d 
re

gi
on

al
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

. 
Th

e 
EU

 A
id

 V
ol

un
te

er
s 

In
iti

at
iv

e 
w

or
ks

 t
og

et
he

r 
w

ith
 v

ol
un

te
er

s 
in

 v
ul

ne
ra

bl
e 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 t
o 

st
re

ng
th

en
 th

ei
r r

es
ili

en
ce

 to
 d

is
as

te
rs

 a
nd

 to
 b

ui
ld

 lo
ca

l c
ap

ac
iti

es
. 

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
th

e 
cr

ea
tio

n 
of

 
na

tio
na

l 
an

d 
lo

ca
l 

vo
lu

nt
ee

rin
g 

fr
am

ew
or

ks
 a

nd
 s

ch
em

es
 in

 th
ird

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 
ca

n 
be

 in
st

ru
m

en
ta

l t
o 

in
cr

ea
se

 t
he

 c
ap

ac
ity

 o
f 

co
un

tri
es

 t
o 

co
pe

 w
ith

 d
is

as
te

rs
 a

s 
lo

ca
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 a
re

 th
e 

fir
st

 re
sp

on
de

rs
. 

- 
Th

e 
EU

 i
s 

al
so

 c
om

m
itt

ed
 t

o 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s. 

It 
pa

rti
ci

pa
te

s 
ac

tiv
el

y 
in

 
th

e 
G

lo
ba

l 
Pa

rtn
er

sh
ip

 
fo

r 
Ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t C
oo

pe
ra

tio
n.

 T
he

 E
U

 a
nd

 it
s 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s 
ar

e 
al

so
 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
ly

 u
si

ng
 J

oi
nt

 P
ro

gr
am

m
in

g 
to

 i
m

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
co

he
re

nc
e 

an
d 

im
pa

ct
 o

f 
EU

 in
te

rv
en

tio
ns

 in
 p

ar
tn

er
 c

ou
nt

rie
s. 

Th
e 

EU
 a

ls
o 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
to

 b
e 

a 
ch

am
pi

on
 o

f 
ai

d 
tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
 a

nd
 p

ub
lis

he
s 

A
t E

U
 le

ve
l, 

ea
ch

 in
st

itu
tio

n 
ha

s 
a 

pa
rt 

to
 p

la
y 

in
 m

ak
in

g 
su

re
 th

e 
EU

 is
 ta

ki
ng

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ac

tio
n 

to
 h

el
p 

re
ac

h 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

 2
02

0 
ta

rg
et

s. 
A

t 
M

em
be

r 
St

at
e 

le
ve

l, 
fu

ll 
ow

ne
rs

hi
p 

is
 e

ss
en

tia
l 

fr
om

 
H

ea
ds

 o
f 

St
at

es
 a

nd
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
re

gi
on

al
 a

nd
 l

oc
al

 
le

ve
ls

. C
iv

il 
so

ci
et

y,
 s

oc
ia

l 
pa

rtn
er

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

, a
ls

o 
ha

ve
 a

n 
im

po
rta

nt
 ro

le
 to

 p
la

y,
 fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e 
in

 m
on

ito
rin

g 
fo

llo
w

-
up

 o
n 

th
e 

gr
ou

nd
. 

- 
A

 k
ey

 to
ol

 f
or

 e
ns

ur
in

g 
a 

hi
gh

 le
ve

l o
f 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

in
 e

xt
er

na
l 

ou
tre

ac
h 

by
 E

U
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

 a
nd

 E
U

 M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
 is

 th
e 

G
re

en
 

D
ip

lo
m

ac
y 

N
et

w
or

k 
(G

D
N

), 
in

iti
al

ly
 c

re
at

ed
 in

 2
00

3.
 T

he
 G

D
N

, 
m

an
ag

ed
 

by
 

th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 
Ex

te
rn

al
 

A
ct

io
n 

Se
rv

ic
e,

 
br

in
gs

 
to

ge
th

er
 f

or
ei

gn
 m

in
is

try
 o

ff
ic

ia
ls

 f
ro

m
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 w
ith

 t
he

 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 E

xt
er

na
l A

ct
io

n 
Se

rv
ic

e 
to

 w
or

k 
on

 is
su

es
 o

f 
cl

im
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 a
nd

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

Fo
r 

m
or

e 
th

an
 a

 d
ec

ad
e 

it 
ha

s 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

ly
 c

oo
rd

in
at

ed
 E

U
 o

ut
re

ac
h 

on
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t a

nd
 c

lim
at

e 
po

lic
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

ev
en

ts
, s

em
in

ar
s, 

pu
bl

ic
 

di
pl

om
ac

y 
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 o
ff

ic
ia

l d
em

ar
ch

es
 to

 th
ird

 c
ou

nt
rie

s. 

- 
A

ls
o 

th
e 

E
U

 
Po

lic
y 

on
 

C
or

po
ra

te
 

So
ci

al
 

R
es

po
ns

ib
ili

ty
/R

es
po

ns
ib

le
 B

us
in

es
s 

C
on

du
ct

 p
ut

s 
fo

cu
s 

on
 

re
in

fo
rc

ed
 p

ub
lic

-p
riv

at
e 

m
ul

ti-
st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s. 

- 
A

no
th

er
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

is
 t

he
 n

ea
rly

 E
U

R
 7

7 
bi

lli
on

 H
or

iz
on

 2
02

0 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

fo
r 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
nd

 i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 

th
ro

ug
h 

pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s 

po
ol

s 
Eu

ro
pe

’s
 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
to

 
ta

ck
le

 
th

e 
bi

gg
es

t c
ha

lle
ng

es
, s

up
po

rt 
co

m
pe

tit
iv

en
es

s 
of

 s
ec

to
rs

 th
at

 d
el

iv
er

 
hi

gh
 q

ua
lit

y 
jo

bs
, 

de
ve

lo
p 

cl
os

er
 s

yn
er

gi
es

 w
ith

 n
at

io
na

l 
an

d 
re

gi
on

al
 p

ro
gr

am
m

es
, a

nd
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 g
re

at
er

 p
riv

at
e 

in
ve

st
m

en
t i

n 
re

se
ar

ch
 

an
d 

in
no

va
tio

n.
 

Th
is

 
re

su
lts

 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e 
in

 
Jo

in
t 

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
 I

ni
tia

tiv
es

, 
Pu

bl
ic

-P
ub

lic
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

or
 c

on
tra

ct
ua

l 
pu

bl
ic

-p
riv

at
e 

pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s. 

H
or

iz
on

 
20

20
 

is
 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 
to

 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

at
 l

ea
st

 6
0%

 o
f 

its
 b

ud
ge

t 
to

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
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co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 

da
ta

 
to

 
th

e 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

A
id

 
Tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
 

In
iti

at
iv

e 
(I

A
TI

) 
st

an
da

rd
, 

in
 a

dd
iti

on
 t

o 
its

 O
EC

D
 r

ep
or

tin
g 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

. 
Th

e 
EU

 
ha

s 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

an
 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

an
d 

C
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

R
es

ul
ts

 
Fr

am
ew

or
k,

 
w

hi
ch

 
is

 
re

po
rte

d 
ag

ai
ns

t 
on

 
an

 
an

nu
al

 
ba

si
s. 

Th
e 

EU
 

is
 

m
or

eo
ve

r 
co

m
m

itt
ed

 to
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 p
ar

tn
er

 c
ou

nt
ry

 s
ys

te
m

s, 
an

d 
is

 th
e 

do
no

r 
w

hi
ch

 m
ak

es
 th

e 
m

os
t u

se
 o

f b
ud

ge
t s

up
po

rt 
m

od
al

iti
es

. 

- 
In

 t
he

 r
un

-u
p 

to
 t

he
 P

ar
is

 C
lim

at
e 

A
gr

ee
m

en
t, 

E
ur

op
ea

n 
C

lim
at

e 
D

ip
lo

m
ac

y 
pl

ay
ed

 a
 k

ey
 r

ol
e 

in
 a

ch
ie

vi
ng

 a
n 

am
bi

tio
us

 
gl

ob
al

 c
lim

at
e 

ag
re

em
en

t. 
Th

e 
EU

's 
an

d 
M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s' 

ef
fo

rts
 to

 
ke

ep
 c

lim
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 h
ig

h 
on

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 a
ge

nd
as

 in
 a

ll 
m

ul
ti-

 a
nd

 
bi

la
te

ra
l 

di
al

og
ue

s 
w

ith
 3

rd
 c

ou
nt

rie
s 

an
d 

cl
os

e 
co

op
er

at
io

n 
w

ith
 

no
n-

st
at

e 
ac

to
rs

 
(lo

ca
l/ 

re
gi

on
al

 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
, 

ci
vi

l 
so

ci
et

y,
 

bu
si

ne
ss

 a
nd

 f
in

an
ci

al
 s

ec
to

rs
) 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 a
n 

un
pr

ec
ed

en
te

d 
m

ob
ili

sa
tio

n 
of

 o
ur

 d
ip

lo
m

at
ic

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
ar

ou
nd

 t
he

 w
or

ld
, p

av
ed

 
th

e 
w

ay
 t

o 
th

e 
su

cc
es

s 
of

 t
he

 P
ar

is
 C

lim
at

e 
A

gr
ee

m
en

t. 
Th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

lim
at

e 
D

ip
lo

m
ac

y 
co

nt
in

ue
s 

to
 p

la
y 

a 
dr

iv
in

g 
ro

le
 in

 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

pa
rtn

er
s i

n 
th

e 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Pa

ris
 a

gr
ee

m
en

t. 

- 
O

n 
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te
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an
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l 

st
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nd
 p
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en
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Th
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EU
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pr
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th
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m

en
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st
at

is
tic

al
 a

na
ly

si
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in
 t

he
 a

ss
es
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en

t 
of

 i
nd

ic
at

or
s 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

at
ta

in
m

en
t o

f t
he

 s
us

ta
in
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le

 d
ev

el
op
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en

t g
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ar
th

 
ob

se
rv

at
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an
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ge

os
pa

tia
l i
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re
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Th
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 f
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e 
EU

 
pr

ov
id

es
 

ac
ce

ss
 

to
 

a 
w

ea
lth

 
of

 
da

ta
 

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 a

re
as

 r
an

gi
ng

 f
ro

m
 la

nd
 c

ov
er

ag
e,

 u
rb

an
 e

vo
lu

tio
n 

an
d 

oc
ea

ns
 to

 a
tm

os
ph

er
ic

 p
ol

lu
tio

n,
 e

co
sy

st
em

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n,

 c
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pr
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 c
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