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1. INTRODUCTION

This staff working document gives an overview of key existing European initiatives related to
the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It summarises for each of
the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) what the main actions are that the
European Union is undertaking in terms of both domestically oriented and external actions.

The overview presented is not exhaustive, but aims to highlight in particular the most recent
and relevant initiatives contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals. As the SDGs are interlinked, many EU actions contribute to several SDGs. In order to
avoid too many repetitions EU actions have only been highlighted for those Sustainable
Development Goals to which their contribution is the most relevant.

The overview below makes clear that the EU priorities, policies, funds and other actions cover
all Sustainable Development Goals and provide a significant contribution to their
implementation, both within the EU and through EU external action. They put the European
Union on the right track to achieve a sustainable European future. Continued efforts and
mainstreaming of the S in new policy initiatives will be needed to achieve the SDGs, which
are often demanding and have a long-term horizon.

In the Commission Communication accompanying this staff working document, the
Commission has confirmed its commitment to sustainable development and its intention to
further mainstreaming it into its policy-making. To achieve this, the EU will need to put its
enabling policies and funds into practice and showcase concrete results on the ground. For
that - as indicated in the Commission Communication accompanying this staff working
document — governance instruments including better regulation tools will be used to ensure
that EU policies continue to be fit for purpose. Effective implementation of existing EU
policies, of which many are linked to sustainability objectives in the long term, is also needed
to continue progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals within the EU and globally,
including in developing countries.

The achievement of many Sustainable Development Goals will also depend largely on action
taken in Member States, as in many areas the EU supports, coordinates and complements
Member States' policies or has a shared responsibility. In line with the principle of
subsidiarity, the EU can in areas outside its exclusive competence only act if the objectives of
the proposed action cannot be sufficiently achieved by the Member States at central, regional
or local level but can rather, by reason of the scale or effects of the proposed action, be better
achieved at Union level.

A sustainable future in the European Union can only be realised if all work together - the
Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union, the Member
States, businesses, civil society organisations and citizens. EU action is to be coordinated also
with our external partners bilaterally and at global level, especially to achieve further progress
in developing countries, where many challenges to meet the Sustainable Development Goals
are persisting.
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