- Council of the
European Union
Brussels, 17 January 2017

(OR. en)

15540/16

Interinstitutional File:
2016/0349 (NLE) LIMITE

PROBA 24
RELEX 1069
AGRI 680
WTO 364
DEVGEN 283
ACP 184

LEGISLATIVE ACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS

Subject: COUNCIL DECISION on the accession of the European Union to the
International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC)

15540/16 KSM/NT/vm
DGC 1B LIMITE EN

www.parlament.gv.at LIMITE


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:15540/16;Nr:15540;Year:16&comp=15540%7C2016%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:15540/16;Nr:15540;Year:16&comp=15540%7C2016%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:PROBA%2024;Code:PROBA;Nr:24&comp=PROBA%7C24%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:RELEX%201069;Code:RELEX;Nr:1069&comp=RELEX%7C1069%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20680;Code:AGRI;Nr:680&comp=AGRI%7C680%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:WTO%20364;Code:WTO;Nr:364&comp=WTO%7C364%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:DEVGEN%20283;Code:DEVGEN;Nr:283&comp=DEVGEN%7C283%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:ACP%20184;Code:ACP;Nr:184&comp=ACP%7C184%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=INT&code2=&gruppen=Year:2016;Nr:0349;Code:NLE&comp=0349%7C2016%7C

COUNCIL DECISION (EU) 2017/...
of ...

on the accession of the European Union
to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular
Article 207(3) and (4), in conjunction with Article 218(6) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the European Commission,

Having regard to the consent of the European Parliament?,

Consent of ... (not yet published in the Official Journal).

15540/16 KSM/NT/vm 1
DGC 1B LIMITE EN

www.parlament.gv.at LIMITE


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=129135&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:15540/16;Nr:15540;Year:16&comp=15540%7C2016%7C

Whereas:

1) The Union is a member of a number of international commodity bodies, but it is not a
member of the International Cotton Advisory Committee (‘ICAC”).

2 On 27 April 2004, 27 May 2008 and 10 May 2010 the Council, in its Conclusions on the
EU Action Plan on agricultural commodity chains, dependency and poverty, on the
EU-Africa Partnership in support of cotton-sector development and on enhancing Union
action in the area of commodities, respectively, invited the Commission to consider Union
membership of the ICAC.

3 On 16 September 2013 the Council authorised the Commission to negotiate, on behalf of
the Union, the accession of the Union to the ICAC in accordance with Sections 1 and 2 of
Article Il of the ICAC Rules and Regulations, stating that membership of the ICAC is in
the interest of the Union, owing to the significance of cotton to the Union’s agricultural
and industrial economy and trade businesses. The Union is a producer of cotton and has
evolved from a net cotton importer to, as of 2009, a net cotton exporter. Furthermore, the
Union textiles and clothing industry is a major user of cotton cloth. Cotton is also an
important area for European development cooperation, the Union remaining one of the

main donors to the African cotton sector.
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4) The Union will pay a contribution in accordance with Section 2 a.(2)(c) of Article Il of the
ICAC Rules and Regulations. The Union cannot be held liable for any current or future
financial arrears of any members of the ICAC.

(5) It is necessary for Protocol 4 on cotton®, annexed to the 1979 Act of Accession, to continue
to be taken into account after the Union’s accession to the ICAC.

(6) The Union should therefore accede to the ICAC,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

! OJL 291, 19.11.1979, p. 174.
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Article 1

The accession of the European Union to the International Cotton Advisory Committee is hereby
approved on behalf of the Union.

The ICAC Rules and Regulations are attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council shall designate the person(s) empowered to make, on behalf of the
Union, the communication referred to in Section 2 a. of Article Il of the ICAC Rules and

Regulations.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force on the day following that of its publication in the Official

Journal of the European Union.

Done at ...,
For the Council
The President
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