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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 19 February 2014
THE EUROPEAN UNION (OR. en)

6668/14
STATIS 21
ECOFIN 161
CODEC 468

"I" ITEMNOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Permanent Representatives Committee

Subject: Subject: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the

Council amending Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on European Statistics
= Preparation for the informal trilogue

I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 17 April 2012, the Commission presented its proposal for a Regulation of the European

Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No. 223/2009 on European

Statistics®.

2. On 6 November 2012 the European Central Bank adopted its opinion on the above proposal®.

3. On 20 November 2013, the European Parliament adopted its position at first reading®.

4. On 10 April 2013, the Permanent Representatives Committee invited the Presidency to conduct

negotiations with the European Parliament on the basis of the Council's General Approach®.
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During the Irish and Lithuanian Presidencies, different avenues were explored in order to pave
the way for an agreement with the European Parliament. Most recently, an examination of a

renewed negotiating mandate® in the Permanent Representatives Committee proved inclusive.

With the intention of de-blocking that situation, the Working Party on Statistics examined a

redrafted negotiating mandate on 3 February 2014°. Based on the outcome of the deliberation

in the working party, the Presidency presented a compromise text to the Permanent

Representatives Committee on 13 February 2014 That text was drafted with the aim of
addressing, to the largest extent possible, major concerns of all the stakeholders - the Council
and its Member States, the European Parliament, and the Commission - while aiming for an
appropriate balance among the approaches proposed, and, in the end, being acceptable as a

whole to all stakeholders.

Not withstanding a clear qualified majority in the Committee on the Presidency negotiating
mandate’, drawn up with the intention of reaching an early second reading agreement with the
European Parliament, the Presidency stated its intention to take upmost account of concerns
expressed by the Commission representative, supported by a number of delegations, on the
drafting of article 6a (Director-General of the Commission) and by certain delegations on the
independence of the European System of Central Banks (ESCB) when performing its tasks,

when redrafting those elements of the text®.

Against this background, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to approve the

negotiating mandate, as set out in the annex to the present note, intended to allow the
Presidency to engage in negotiations with the European Parliament with a view to reaching an

early second reading agreement.
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In a silence procedure ending on 19 February 2010 at 10.00, the redrafted text as set out in
the annex to the present note was supported by a qualified majority of delegations.
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