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Statement by Slovenia

The Republic of Slovenia reaffirms its commitment to implement the provisions of the Schengen
Border Code (hereinafter the Code) introducing strengthened checks on persons crossing the
external borders of Member States, also on those enjoying the right of free movement under Union
law. While the purpose of exercising border checks in this manner is expected to deliver an
improvement to control of external borders, to increase Member States' internal security and to

prevent terrorism, this will also have other consequences.

By this declaration, Slovenia wishes to draw attention to the potential consequences that will follow

from consistent implementation of Article 7(2) of the Code.
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The Republic of Slovenia, as a country whose territory is one of the most heavily burdened entry
and exit areas enabling access to Member States', is fully aware of its responsibility of carrying out
border control in the interest of all Member States. In Slovenia's view, checks carried out
systematically on all persons crossing the external borders, including those enjoying the right of
free movement under Union Law, without targeted checks as a basic principle for efficient border
checks and without taking into consideration justified exemptions, is a disproportionate measure in

relation to the pursued objective of the change.

Additional doubts to the efficiency of the new provisions of Article 7(2) of the Code are related to
the possible transitional period for border checks at air borders that are especially vulnerable part of

the external borders.

The implementation on the scale as specified in Article 7 (2) of the Code will have an adverse effect
on passenger flows at external borders as it will also have financial implications for Member States.

Slovenia cannot be held ultimately accountable for such outcomes.

Slovenia also welcomes the intention of the European Commission to asses regularly the
implementation of the Code, including the consequences of amended provisions, and propose

relevant amendments if necessary.

Statement by Croatia

Republika Hrvatska podrzava cilj ove Uredbe. MiSljenja je da ¢e primjena mehanizama koji se
njome uspostavljaju doprinijeti ja¢anju i odrzavanju sigurnosti na cjelovitom podruc¢ju Europske

unije odnosno schengenskog prostora, ali i ukupnom nadzoru naSe tj. vanjske granice Unije.

! Relevant statistics: In 2014: 60.906.914 passengers crossed external Schengen border, of those
48.792.665 EU citizens; first half of 2016: 26.842.855 passengers, of those 21.385.972 EU citizens.
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Republika Hrvatska u isto vrijeme izrazava Zaljenje $to ¢e se ove mjere osim na vanjskim, provoditi
1 na unutarnjim granicama Europske unije izmedu drzava ¢lanica koje u potpunosti primjenjuju
schengensku pravnu stecevinu i drzava ¢lanica koje jos ne primjenjuju schengensku pravnu
steCevinu u potpunosti. Sam naziv Uredbe podrazumijeva primjenu na vanjskim granicama
Europske unije, a ne na schengenskim granicama. Upravo iz tog su razloga sve drzave ¢lanice
trebale biti jednako tretirane. Ovakav rezim ¢e za Republiku Hrvatsku predstavljati znacajno
dodatno opterecenje nacionalnih resursa u smislu potrebne razine opremljenosti tehnikom i
ljudstvom $to moze imati negativne implikacije na hrvatsko gospodarstvo, te na u¢inkoviti protok
prometa putnika i roba. Republika Hrvatska drzi kako ovakav reZim na unutarnjim granicama niti

na simbolickoj razini ne ide u prilog zajedniStvu u ostvarenju ciljeva ove Uredbe.

Unato¢ tome, Republika Hrvatska ostaje posve predana dosljednom postovanju i provedbi navedene
Uredbe i pozdravlja namjeru Europske komisije da redovito prati njenu provedbu te predlaze

relevantne izmjene 1 dopune iste ¢im to ocijeni moguéim.

Upravo s ciljem ucinkovite provedbe, Republika Hrvatska podsjeca 1 na specificnosti pojedinih
drzava €lanica te poziva Europsku komisiju da u konzultacijama sa zainteresiranim stranama, a
slijedom zaklju¢aka Europskog vijeca iz prosinca 2016., poduzme korake za pronalazenje

adekvatnih rjeSenja kako bi se adresirale ove specifi¢nosti.

Slijedom toga Republika Hrvatska je zainteresirana i aktivno angazirana na pronalaZenju nacina
ublazavanja nezeljenih posljedica uvedenih mjera na protocnost prometa putnika i roba kako na
svojoj vanjskoj granici tako 1 na unutarnjoj kopnenoj granici s Republikom Slovenijom i

Madarskom.

Imaju¢i u vidu koristi 1 cilj navedene Uredbe za Europsku uniju u cjelini te Siroku podrsku
drzava Clanica koju ista uziva, Republika Hrvatska kao konstruktivna drzava ¢lanica

podrzava njezino donoSenje.
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