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1. Introduction 

On 6 February 2017, the Presidency submitted to DAPIX a questionnaire in order to carry out a 

quantitative assessment of Police cooperation/Prüm training needs covering a 3-year period from 

2018 – 2020. Member States were invited to identify their training needs with a view to discussing 

the outcome of the survey and presenting it to Council, Commission and, in particular to CEPOL. 

The objective of the quantitative survey on Member States' Prüm training needs is to enable CEPOL 

to better meet those training needs and to develop an efficient, targeted approach to topical training 

which complements training measures at national level. The overall aim is to raise the effectiveness 

of law enforcement across the EU and to stimulate the development of a common law enforcement 

culture. 

The questions in 5102/17 are topically divided into three different sections which focus on (1) a 

CEPOL Prüm programme in general, (2) specific Prüm training topic, and (3) other training needs 

CEPOL could fill. Member States can indicate whether they consider the topic at stake as "not 

important", "important" or "crucial". Furthermore, they were invited to indicate the number of 

participants which would benefit from such a training. 
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By 13 March 2017, 18 Member States replied to the questionnaire, which was aimed at managers 

and/or senior officers responsible for police cooperation services and single points of contacts 

(SPOCs), particularly those who put into practice the provisions of the Prüm Decisions. The table 

annexed to this note sets out the replies submitted so far. Due to the fact that not all Member States 

replied, the Presidency decided to submit an interim report summarising provisionally the results. 

2. Replies 

2.1. CEPOL training 

As to the question on developing a CEPOL online module focusing on the Prüm Decisions (Section 

1.1) , 11 Member States replied that they consider such a module as "important" and 2 Member 

States as "crucial", whereas 4 Member States consider it "not important". The majority would use 

such a module. 

A "train the trainers"  offer (Section 1.2) was deemed "important" by 9 Member States, "crucial" by 

2 Member States and “not important” by 4 Member States. The suggestion of a Prüm specific 

"exchange programme" was supported by 10 Member States as "important", by 4 as "crucial”, and 

rejected by 2 Member States as "not important". 

The above mentioned replies show that most Member States would subscribe to CEPOL Prüm 

training scheme. 

2.2. Specific Prüm training 

A training module on the second step follow-up exchange of information regarding both DNA 

(Section 2.2) and dactyloscopic data exchange (Section 2.1) was strongly supported by most 

Member States. As to DNA, 8 Member States indicated “important”, 7 "crucial"; as to FP, 

7 Member States indicated "crucial", 5 Member States "important",  and 3 Member States noted 

"not important". It goes without saying that in the case of VRD (Section 2.3), the outcome is 

slightly different: 6 Member States indicated “not important", 6 "important” and 3 "crucial". 

Two question focused on the organisation of expert workshops, which are on Prüm technical 

(Section 2.4) and on Prüm forensic issues (Section 2.5). Regarding technical experts, 

6 Member States did not see the need for such workshops, whereas the majority of Member States 

which replied considered them as either "important" (7) or even "crucial" (4). 
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Against the background that the technical Prüm implementation is nearly completed, the replies to 

the question on a potential organisation of workshops for forensic experts show a slightly different 

outcome: 4 Member States consider them as "not important", but 10 as "important" and 3 "crucial".  

With regard to a Prüm specific training scheme, the NL delegation, however, suggested to make a 

general assessment of problems or training needs first and take the outcome of IMS action No 6 on 

Prüm post-hit procedures (14310/2/16) as the starting point. 

3. Way forward 

In order to conclude discussions on a CEPOL Prüm training scheme, the Presidency invites 

delegations to take into account this interim report and invites Member States, which did not yet 

react to 5102/17 on police cooperation / Prüm training needs, to do so as soon as possible. 
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