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Statement by the Danish delegation 

Denmark takes note of the Presidency compromise proposal for a multi-annual plan for the 

demersal stocks in the North Sea. Denmark has very considerable interests in these fisheries. The 

Presidency compromise proposal has taken a big step forward in focussing on the relevant species. 

However, some issues of the utmost importance remain unsolved. 

It is crucial to allow for the necessary flexibility in the regulation in setting TAC’s: 
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– It should be possible to take into account an increase in a stock and the fishery of this stock 

for data limited stocks. This is to allow for the continued flexibility agreed by the European 

Parliament and the Council in the current long-term plan for cod stocks in the North Sea, 

Skagerrak and Kattegat among others in regulation (EU) 1342/2008, which has been used for 

the specific circumstances in the case of cod in Kattegat. Denmark has proposed a provision 

in line with the current long-term plan for cod stocks to be included in the new North Sea 

multi-annual plan.  

– Socio-economic concerns should be clearly mentioned in the future plan. This could be done 

by referring to the provisions in the Basic Regulation on the Common Fisheries Policy (EU) 

1380/2013, Article 2, paragraph 5, litra c and f. 

Thus, on both these flexibility issues, Denmark has proposed to include already existing and agreed 

texts. 

Since these issues have not been solved, Denmark for these reasons votes against the Presidency 

compromise, as set out in document 7339/17 to be adopted by the Council as a General Approach. 
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