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- Opinion 1 on the application of the Principles of Subsidiarity and 
 Proportionality 

 
 

Delegations will find annexed a copy of the above letter accompanied by a courtesy 

EN translation. 

________________________ 

1  This opinion is also available at the Interparliamentary EU information exchange site 
IPEX at the following address: http://www.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/search.do 
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Courtesy translation 
 

 

 

 

 

 Please find attached the Opinions of the European Union Affairs Committee of 
the Senate of the Republic of Poland on: 

 

- proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into the air from medium combustion 
plants - COM(2013)919 

 

- proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction 
of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants and amending Directive 
2003/35/EC - COM(2013)920 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      /-/ Bogdan Borusewicz 

 

 

 

Encl. 
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Courtesy translation 

 

OPINION 

 

 
 

 

COM(2013)919 

 

 

 

1. The European Union Affairs Committee (EUAC) supports efforts aimed at limiting air 

pollution, at the same time emphasising the need to adapt them to the social, economic and 

financial situation of individual Member States. 

2. EUAC has reservations concerning some of the provisions of the proposed Directive of the 

European Parliament and of the Council on the limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into 

the air from medium combustion plants.  

3. In EUAC’s opinion, the emission requirements for medium combustion plants are too 

restrictive, in particular with reference to the existing coal-fired plants (Article 5(1) and 

Annex II). 

4. EUAC considers the emission limit values set for plants in zones not complying with air quality 

standards following from Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 

on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe (Annex III) to be too strict and calls for 

raising them.  

5. In EUAC’s opinion, the emission requirements for medium combustion plants should not be set 

at the same level for all plants within the thermal input range of 1-50 MW. 

large combustion plants, operators of smaller combustion plants do not have technical and 

financial capabilities to adapt them to the requirements specified in the Proposal. 

6. In EUAC’s opinion, the time for adopting and implementing the Directive should be longer 

than the time specified in the Proposal, i.e. 1.5 years after the entry into force of the act 

(Article 16).  
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Courtesy translation 

 

OPINION 

 
 

  

2003/35/EC 

COM(2013)920 

 

 

1. The European Union Affairs Committee (EUAC) supports efforts aimed at limiting air 

pollution to improve human health and the environment, at the same time emphasising the need 

to adapt them to the social and economic situation as well as the financial capabilities of 

individual Member States. 

2. EUAC has reservations concerning some of the provisions of the proposed Directive of the 

European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of national emissions of certain 

atmospheric pollutants and amending Directive 2003/35/EC. 

3. In EUAC’s opinion, the reduction commitments for 2030 applicable to individual pollutants are 

too high and will involve incommensurately large costs, which may be considered contrary to 

the principle of proportionality.  

4. 

it would 

measures to implement the requirements following from Annex III. Due to the fragmentation of 

agriculture in Poland, limiting the emission levels of methane and ammonia from animal 

production in other ways  achieve.  

5. 

to monitor the effects of pollutant emissions will result in increasing administrative costs and 

the costs of research, analysis and data collection. 

6. In EUAC’s opinion, it would be wrong to amend the annexes by way of delegated acts.  The 

contents of the annexes constitute an essential element of the act, and so should be amended by 

a legislative act.  

7. EUAC calls for extending the period for transposing the Directive from 18 to 24 months. 

 
____________________ 
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