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NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
Subject: Summary Report of the Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming 

(4-6 March 2014, Budapest, Hungary) 
- Request from the Hungarian delegation 

  

 

Delegations will find in Annex a document submitted by the Hungarian delegation to be presented 

under ''Any other business'' at the Council (''Agriculture and Fisheries'') at its session on 

24 March 2014. 
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ANNEX 

 

Summary Report 

Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming 

4-6 March 2014, Budapest, Hungary 

 
The Ministry of Rural Development of Hungary, in co-operation with FAO, organized the “Global 

Forum and Expo on Family Farming” (GFEFF) in Budapest, between the 4-6 March 2014 as a 

key event for the International Year of Family Farming.  

 

In 2011, taking note of a proposal put forth by the Government of the Philippines, the 37th Session 

of the FAO Conference proposed that the United Nations declare 2014 as the International Year of 

Family Farming (IYFF). The 66th session of the General Assembly of the United Nations declared 

2014 as the IYFF and invited FAO to facilitate its implementation. The Hungarian Ministry of 

Rural Development has proposed to host the GFEFF in Hungary that aims to contribute to the IYFF 

global dialogue and debates on policies and programmes that affect family farming at the national, 

regional and global levels.  

 

More than 600 participants from 104 countries of 6 continents attended the GFEFF. As far as 

government representatives are concerned, in total 85 countries from all over the world participated 

at governmental level at the GFEFF. There were high level government officials present 

(ministers/deputy ministers/state secretaries) from 17 countries: Ministers from: Albania 

Bangladesh, Cyprus, Finland, Georgia, Greece, Jordan, The Philippines and Slovenia. State 

Secretaries, Deputy State Secretaries and Deputy Ministers participated from Bulgaria, Equatorial 

Guinea, Georgia, The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 

Namibia, Portugal, Serbia and Slovakia. Ambassadors from 45 countries attended on behalf of their 

governments. 

 

Beside governmental delegations, approximately 200 participants from non-governmental global, 

regional and national organisations of family farmers (farmers' organizations, co-operatives and 

producer organisations, civil society organisations, private sector), and representatives of research 

institutions, universities (more than 100 participants) attended the event. 
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The Conference Summary Conclusions document of the GFEFF has been handed over to the 

leaders of the 3 Rome-based UN agencies (FAO, IFAD, WFP) and to the Chair of the Committee 

on World Food Security. It is going to be a base and essential document for other events and 

meetings of the International Year of Family Farming to be organised by governments, NGOs or 

international organisations throughout the whole year. 

The key messages: 

 

1. This event also confirmed that despite its diversity in different countries, family farming plays 

an important role all over the world. 

2. This is a model that meets all requirements of sustainability. In addition to economic viability, 

family farmers are the guarantees of environmental sustainability, they use and manage 

natural resources (first of all land and water) in a responsible way to keep their land fertile for 

the future generations. As a social dimension, family farming model provides unique 

employment opportunities and livelihood in rural areas. It has been confirmed that family 

farmers have essential role in preserving the traditions and the cultural heritage as well, as the 

4th dimension of sustainability. 

3. Acknowledging their clear advantages small-scale family farmers should be provided with an 

enabling policy environment to be able to contribute to local and global food security 

objectives. 

4. In addition, it is essential that male and female farmers have equal access to land and other 

natural resources as well as to financing and markets. It is important for the future that youth 

find their livelihoods, job opportunities and income in the rural areas, therefore, 

adequate policy measures are essential. 

 

Unlike other conferences and events organized in the topic of Family Farming, the GFEFF provided 

the opportunity to family farmers of participating countries to introduce their activities in the frame 

of the EXPO, open during the whole event. A total of 83 exhibitors – family farmers and 

organisations – 41 were from abroad. 
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ANNEX TO THE ANNEX 
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