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1. Adoption of the provisional agenda  ............................................................................................ 10 

 

Coreper Part 1 

I 

2. Replies to written questions put to the Council by Members of the European Parliament 

a) E-014089/2013 - Marc Tarabella (S&D) and Jean Louis Cottigny (S&D) 
EU-Canada agreement 

b) E-014331/2013 - Salvador Sedó i Alabart (PPE) 
Islamist extremism in Catalonia 

c) E-000276/2014 - Hans-Peter Martin (NI) 
Cancelled meetings of the Council 

d) E-000277/2014 - Hans-Peter Martin (NI) 
Travel costs for meetings of the Council and preparatory bodies 

e) E-000282/2014 - Hans-Peter Martin (NI) 
The Council's costs for trips to plenary sessions in Strasbourg 

f) E-000287/2014 - Hans-Peter Martin (NI) 
Number of EU officials retired from their posts in accordance with Article 50 of the 
Staff Regulations of Officials of the European Communities and the costs associated 
with these 

3. Governing Board of the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training 
(CEDEFOP) 
Appointment of Ms Dijana Šobota (HR), member in the category of representatives of 
Employees' organisations 

4. Commission delegated Regulation (EU) No …/.. of 14.2.2014 establishing a derogation from 
Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down 
the rules for participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)" 
a) with regard to the Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint Undertaking 
b) with regard to the ECSEL Joint Undertaking 
c) with regard to the Bio-Based industries Joint Undertaking 
d) with regard to the Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking 

5. Commission Decision of XXX establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU 
Ecolabel for textile products 

6. Commission Decision of XXX amending Decision 2012/481/EU establishing the ecological 
criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel for printed paper 

7. Commission Directive ../…/EU of XXX amending Annexes I and II of Directive 98/70/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council relating to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels 
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8. Commission Regulation (EU) No …/.. of XXX amending Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 as 
regards the use of animal by-products and derived products as a fuel in combustion plants 

9. Commission Regulation (EU) No …/.. of XXX amending Annex III to Regulation (EC) 
No 1166/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the farm structure surveys 
and the survey on agricultural production methods, as regards the list of characteristics to be 
collected in the farm structure survey 2016 

10. Draft Recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations on an 
Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the European Union and 
the Faroe Islands associating the Faroe Islands to Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) 

11. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on occurrence 
reporting in civil aviation amending Regulation (EU) No 996/2010 and repealing Directive 
No 2003/42/EC, Commission Regulation (EC) No 1321/2007 and Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 1330/2007 (First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 

12. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation 
of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning the 
manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related products (Text with EEA relevance) 
(First reading) (Legislative deliberation + Statement) 
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alternative fuels infrastructure (First reading) (Legislative deliberation)  ................................... 15 

14. Preparation for the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 24 March 2014  

1. Management of sandeel - establishment of a TAC for 2014 (Non-legislative activity)  ..... 15 

2. Coastal States consultations on mackerel and EU/Norway bilateral consultations  
(Non-legislative activity)  .................................................................................................... 15 

3. Report from the Commission regarding the mandatory indication of the country of 
origin or place of provenance for meat used as an ingredient (Non-legislative activity)  ... 16 

15. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 on Community statistics relating to trading of goods between 
Member States as regards conferring of delegated and implementing powers upon the 
Commission for the adoption of certain measures, the communication of information by the 
customs administration, the exchange of confidential data between Member States and the 
definition of statistical value (First reading) (Legislative deliberation)  ...................................... 16 

16. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prevention 
and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation)  ............................................................................................................. 17 

17. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 on shipments of waste (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation)  ............................................................................................................. 17 

18. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 as regards the technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (First reading) (Legislative 
deliberation)  ................................................................................................................................. 17 
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Coreper Part 2 

I 

19. Case before the Court of Justice of the European Union 
– Case C-659/13 C & J Clark International v. the Commissioners for Her Majesty's 

Revenue & Customs, Reference for a preliminary ruling from the First Tier Tribunal 
(Tax Chamber) (United Kingdom) 

20. Case C-21/14 P before the Court of Justice 
– Appeal brought by European Commission against the judgment of the General Court of 

5 November 2013 in Case T-512/09; Rusal Armenal ZAO v. Council of the European 
Union 

21. Case before the General Court 
– Case T-694/13 (Vadzim IPATAU v. Council of the European Union) 

22. Resolutions, Decisions and Opinions adopted by the European Parliament at its part-sessions 
in Strasbourg 
a) from 3 to 6 February 2014 
b) from 24 to 27 February 2014 

23. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing 
a framework for Maritime Spatial Planning (First reading) 

24. Economic and Social Committee 
– Council Decision appointing a Slovakian member of the European Economic and Social 

Committee 

25. Transparency - Public access to documents 
a) Confirmatory application No 04/c/01/14 
b) Confirmatory application No 05/c/01/14 
c) Confirmatory application No 06/c/01/14 
d) Confirmatory application No 08/c/01/14 

26. Submission of design of the 2 euro commemorative coin intended to be issued in 2014 by 
Latvia 

27. European Semester 
– Council Recommendations on the National Reform Programmes 2013 to each Member 

State, delivering Council Opinions on the updated Stability or Convergence 
Programmes 
= Adoption of the Croatian language version 

– Council recommendation on the implementation of the broad guidelines for the 
economic policies of the Member States whose currency is the euro 
= Adoption of the Croatian language version 

– Explanations of modifications to Commission recommendations for the Country 
Specific Recommendations 
= Adoption of the Croatian language version 
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28. Proposal for a Council Implementing Decision amending Implementing Decision 
2013/463/EU on approving the macroeconomic adjustment programme for Cyprus 

29. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council 
Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 
(First reading) 

30. Management report on the implementation of the C.SIS installation and operation budget for 
2012 

31. Draft Agreement on Co-operation between Eurojust and the Republic of Moldova 

32. Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Estonia, the 
Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Slovenia and the Kingdom of 
Sweden for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding the European 
Investigation Order in criminal matters (First reading) 

33. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the freezing and 
confiscation of proceeds of crime in the European Union (First reading) 

34. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in 
possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt 
from that requirement (First reading) 

35. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the 
European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps – EU Aid Volunteers (First reading) 

36. Anti-dumping 
– Proposal for a Council implementing Regulation amending Council implementing 

Regulation (EU) No 875/2013 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of 
certain prepared or preserved sweetcorn in kernels originating in Thailand following an 
interim review pursuant of Article 11(3) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1225/2009 

37. Anti-dumping 
– Council implementing Decision rejecting the proposal for a Council implementing 

Regulation re-imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and collecting definitely the 
provisional duty imposed on imports of certain footwear with uppers of leather 
originating in the People's Republic of China and produced by Brosmann Footwear 
(HK) Ltd, Seasonable Footwear (Zhongshan) Ltd, Lung Pao Footwear (Guangzhou) 
Ltd, Risen Footwear (HK) Co Ltd and Zhejiang Aokang Shoes Co. Ltd 

38. EU-Myanmar/Burma negotiations on an agreement on investment protection 

39. Recommendation for a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations with Gabon 
according to Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1994 
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40. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States, and provisional application of the Additional Protocol to the Free Trade 
Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the 
Republic of Korea, of the other part, to take account of the accession of Croatia to the 
European Union 

41. Draft Council conclusions on West Africa's EPA Development Programme (PAPED) 

42. Draft Council conclusions on the EU common position for the first High Level meeting of the 
Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation in Mexico City on 15-16 April 
2014 

43. Enlargement 
– Accession negotiations with Montenegro 

= Outcome of screening on Chapter 19: Social policy and employment 

44. Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, and 
provisional application of the Agreement on the participation of the Republic of Croatia in the 
European Economic Area and of three related agreements 

45. Relations with the Republic of Azerbaijan 
– Draft Council Decision on the signing and provisional application, on behalf of the 

Union, of a Protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the 
European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the European Union 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the general principles for the participation of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan in Union programmes 

– Draft Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, 
of the one part, and the Republic of Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a Framework 
Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the general 
principles for the participation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Union programmes 

– Protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European 
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the European Union and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan on the general principles for the participation of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in Union programmes 

46. Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Euro Mediterranean Agreement 
establishing an Association between the European Communities and their Member States, of 
the one part, and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, of the other part, on a Framework 
Agreement between the European Union and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on the 
general principles for the participation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in Union 
programmes 

47. Crisis Management Concept as regards a possible CSDP mission in support of the internal 
security forces in Mali 

48. Updated Common Military List of the European Union (equipment covered by the Council 
Common Position 2008/944/CFSP defining common rules governing the control of exports of 
military technology and equipment) 
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49. Draft Council conclusions on the Central African Republic 

50. Draft Council conclusions on the Gulf of Guinea 

51. Draft Council conclusions on the implementation of the EU Strategy for Security and 
Development in the Sahel 

52. Draft Council conclusions on South Sudan 

53. - Council Decision amending Decision 2010/788/CFSP concerning restrictive measures 
against the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

- Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 889/2005 imposing certain 
restrictive measures in respect of the Democratic Republic of Congo 

- Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1183/2005 imposing certain specific 
restrictive measures directed against persons acting in violation of the arms embargo 
with regard to the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

54. - Council Decision 2011/235/CFSP concerning restrictive measures directed against 
certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Iran 

- Council Regulation (EU) No 359/2011 concerning restrictive measures directed against 
certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Iran 

55. - Council Decision 2010/413/CFSP concerning restrictive measures against Iran 
- Council Regulation (EU) No 267/2012 on restrictive measures against Iran 

56. Council Decision amending Decision 2011/173/CFSP concerning restrictive measures in view 
of the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

57. Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations with the Central African Republic, 
in order to conclude an agreement concerning the detailed arrangements for the transfer to the 
Central African Republic of persons detained by the European Union military operation 
(EUFOR RCA) in the course of carrying out its mandate, and concerning the guarantees 
applicable to such persons 

58. Political and Security Committee Decision EUFOR RCA/2/2014 on the establishment of the 
Committee of Contributors for the European Union military operation in the Central African 
Republic (EUFOR RCA) 

59. Political and Security Committee Decision EUFOR RCA/3/2014 on the acceptance of third 
States' contributions to the European Union military operation in the Central African Republic 
(EUFOR RCA) 

60. Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations for a participation agreement 
between the European Union and the Swiss Confederation on the participation of the Swiss 
Confederation in the European Union Integrated Border Management Assistance Mission in 
Libya (EUBAM LIBYA) 
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1. Adoption of the provisional agenda and "I" items 
doc.  7459/14 OJ/CRP1 10 
 7494/1/14 REV 1 OJ/CRP2 10 + CM 2053/1/14 REV 1 

 
The above-mentioned agendas are approved with the following changes : 

 
The following items are added : 
 
(Coreper Part 2, under I) 

70. Central African Republic (EUFOR RCA) 
7534/14 CSDP/PSDC 151 PESC 257 COAFR 84 RELEX 218 CONUN 62 

CSC 57 EUFOR RCA 27 
- Council Decision on the launch of a European Union military operation in 

the Central African Republic (EUFOR RCA) 
7045/14 CSDP/PSDC 118 PESC 201 COAFR 59 RELEX 171 CONUN 47 

CSC 41 EUFOR RCA 19 
- Draft OPLAN EUFOR RCA 
- ROE authorisation EUFOR RCA 

71. Council Decision on relations between the European Union on the one hand, and 
Greenland and the Kingdom of Denmark on the other 
7430/14 GROENLAND 3 COEST 70 PTOM 11 PECHE 117 FIN 192 

ENV 242 EEE 10 CADREFIN 44 
15361/13 GROENLAND 3 COEST 334 PTOM 36 PECHE 482 FIN 681 

ENV 973 EEE 40 CADREFIN 273 
 
 
 

The Committee approved the "I" items as set out in the summary. Details are contained in the 

document quoted under item 1. 
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MT and CY made a statement on the following item : 

29. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 
(First reading) 
– Approval of the final compromise 

7390/14 REGIO 32 ECOFIN 229 CODEC 679 
+ ADD 1 

 

"Several Member States and MEPs have highlighted that certain islands and outermost regions have 

specific characteristics, both geographically and in terms of the economic dependence caused by 

their distance, remoteness, and small markets, which make them particularly vulnerable to the 

effects of natural disasters. In these regions, any natural disaster has an aggravated impact and there 

is a greater need for assistance. 

Malta and Cyprus support that special treatment for certain type of regions is well safeguarded and 

recall that Article 174 of the TFEU, the related Declaration (33) and paragraphs 44 and 51 of the 

European Council Conclusions of 7-8 February 2013 recognise the specific character of Island 

Member States. 

Malta and Cyprus consider that the regional threshold exists to facilitate the ability of smaller 

regions to access the Fund and our position remains that the situation of Island Member States such 

as Malta and Cyprus, and the vulnerability of such territories to natural disasters should be reflected 

in the legislative proposal." 

* * * * * *  

A joint statement is made on the following item : 

32. Initiative of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Estonia, 
the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Slovenia and the 
Kingdom of Sweden for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
regarding the European Investigation Order in criminal matters (First reading) 
– Adoption of the legislative act 

7336/14 CODEC 659 COPEN 84 EUROJUST 57 EJN 38 
+ ADD 1 

PE-CONS 122/13 COPEN 230 EUROJUST 137 EJN 75 CODEC 2838 
 

"The Austrian, Belgian, Bulgarian, Dutch, Estonian, French, German, Italian, Luxemburg, Spanish, 

Swedish and Slovenian delegations welcome the adoption of the Directive on the European 

Investigation Order.  
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This directive provides a response to the call of the European Council within the Stockholm 

Programme to set up a comprehensive system for obtaining evidence within the EU, based on the 

principle of mutual recognition, and to replace all the existing legal instruments in this area, 

including Framework Decision 2008/978/JHA of 18 December 2008 on the European evidence 

warrant. However, due to various interpretations of the legal basis of the Directive, Article 34(2) 

only provides that this Framework Decision is replaced for the Member States bound by the 

Directive. The Austrian, Belgian, Bulgarian, Dutch, Estonian, French, German, Italian, Luxemburg, 

Spanish, Swedish and Slovenian delegations urge the Commission and the Presidency to consider 

possibilities to ensure legal clarity on the repealing of the Framework Decision 2008/978/JHA for 

all Member States." 

 
Croatia joined this statement. 

* * * * * * 
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UK made a statement on the following item : 

45. Relations with the Republic of Azerbaijan 
6702/1/14 REV 1 COEST 74 

+ REV1 ADD 1 
– Draft Council Decision on the signing and provisional application, on behalf of the 

Union, of a Protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the 
European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the 
European Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the general principles for the 
participation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Union programmes 
5610/14 COEST 18 

– Draft Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement between the European Communities and their Member 
States, of the one part, and the Republic of Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a 
Framework Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan on the general principles for the participation of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in Union programmes 
5616/14 COEST 19 

– Protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European 
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the European 
Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the general principles for the 
participation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Union programmes 
5618/14 COEST 20 

+ COR 1 (es) 
+ COR 2 (bg) 

 

"The UK considers that the signature and conclusion of the Protocol to the Partnership and 

Cooperation Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one 

part, and the Republic of Azerbaijan, of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the 

European Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the general principles for the participation of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan in Union programmes is an exercise of the EU's external competence in 

relation to the various sectoral policies pursued by the underlying programmes. Therefore the 

substantive legal bases for the underlying programmes should have been cited as the legal bases for 

these proposed Decisions on signature and conclusion. Further, where the programmes have justice 

and home affairs content, the proposed Council Decisions should cite the relevant legal bases from 

Title V of Part Three TFEU. Accordingly, we do not consider that Article 212 TFEU is appropriate 

as the sole substantive legal base for these proposed Decisions.  

As with the similar Council Decisions on signature and conclusion of an equivalent Protocol related 

to Georgia, the UK remains concerned that the Council has not been provided with the particular 

list of Union programmes which Azerbaijan will be eligible to participate in prior to the Council 

being asked to adopt these Decisions." 
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ES and CY made a statement on the above mentioned item (45) : 

"Spain and Cyprus disagree with the selection of Article 212 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union as legal basis for the Council Decisions on the signing and provisional application 

and conclusion on the Framework Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of 

Azerbaijan on the general principles for the participation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Union 

programmes." 
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Coreper Part 1 
II 

13. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure (First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
– Preparation for the informal trilogue 

7360/14 TRANS 121 AVIATION 65 MAR 40 ENER 107 ENV 235 IND 90  
RECH 111 CAB 7 CODEC 668 

 

The Committee examined the text and gave the Presidency a clear mandate to conduct 

negotiations with the European Parliament at the informal trilogue on 19 March 2014. 

14. Preparation for the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 24 March 2014  

1. Management of sandeel - establishment of a TAC for 2014 (Non-legislative activity) 
– Political agreement/Adoption 

 

The Presidency recalled that this point was put on the Council agenda at the request of the 

Danish delegation, the main stakeholder in the sandeel fishery, as the fishing season starts on 

April 1st and the necessary legislation enabling this fishery needs to be put in place before 

that date. The Commission confirmed that the proposal based on the newly available scientific 

advice will be ready for discussion in the Working Party on Internal and External Fisheries on 

18 March 2014. The Presidency indicated that all efforts will be made in order to finalise this 

work within this timetable. The Danish and Spanish delegations indicated their support for the 

approach chosen for this file. The Presidency concluded that the Committee prepared this 

item and decided to keep it on the agenda of the Council. 

2. Coastal States consultations on mackerel and EU/Norway bilateral consultations  
(Non-legislative activity) 
– State of play and exchange of views 

 

The Commission updated the Committee on the latest developments regarding the mackerel 

Coastal States and the EU/Norway bilateral discussions. The EU played a broker role in this 

process and tried to bring all the parties together on mackerel. The EU/Norway bilateral 

arrangement is agreed at the technical level, but mackerel is still staying in the way of an 

agreement. The Commission undertook to promptly brief the Council on the results of these 

discussions. While a number of delegations agreed with the need to have agreements on these 

two issues, the Belgian delegation supported by the Spanish, Portuguese, French and Maltese 

delegations expressed strong concerns with the provisions related to fully-documented 

fisheries inserted in the draft EU/Norway bilateral arrangement.  
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The German delegation expressed regrets that Iceland decided to act unilaterally on mackerel. 

The Commission explained that the Council will have the opportunity to endorse the final 

result in the context of an amendment to the annual fishing opportunities regulation. The 

Presidency concluded that the Committee had prepared this item and decided to keep it on the 

agenda of the Council. 

3. Report from the Commission regarding the mandatory indication of the country of 
origin or place of provenance for meat used as an ingredient (Non-legislative 
activity) 
– Presentation by the Commission and exchange of views 

[Public debate in accordance with Article 8(2) of the Council's Rules of Procedure 
(proposed by the French delegation)] 
18148/13 DENLEG 162 AGRI 880 CONSOM 226 SAN 551 

 

The Committee agreed that the Council (Agriculture and Fisheries) will hold a public debate 

on the above report from the Commission at its meeting on 24 March 2014. 

15. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No 638/2004 on Community statistics relating to trading of goods 
between Member States as regards conferring of delegated and implementing powers 
upon the Commission for the adoption of certain measures, the communication of 
information by the customs administration, the exchange of confidential data between 
Member States and the definition of statistical value (First reading) (Legislative 
deliberation) 
– Analysis of the final compromise text with a view to agreement 

7357/14 STATIS 32 COMPET 158 UD 72 ECO 33 FIN 187 CODEC 667 
 

Following Commission's veto, unanimity was necessary for the approval of the final 

compromise text.  

As unanimity was not reached, the compromise text has not been approved. 
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16. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species 
(First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
– Analysis of the final compromise text with a view to agreement 

7252/14 ENV 224 AGRI 175 PECHE 111 FORETS 29 RECH 105 UD 68  
COMER 74 REGIO 29 TRANS 113 SAN 113 CODEC 645 

 

The Committee analysed the compromise text as it was provisionally agreed at the informal 

trilogue on 5 March 2014. This text did not receive the necessary support to be considered 

agreeable to the Council in terms of its contents and inter-institutional issues. 

 
The DK and UK Parliamentary scrutiny reservations were noted. 

17. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 on shipments of waste (First reading) (Legislative 
deliberation) 
– Analysis of the final compromise text with a view to agreement 

7284/14 ENV 230 MI 233 RELEX 199 CODEC 650 
 

The Committee confirmed, by qualified majority, agreement on the final compromise text 

subject to a revision of recital 2b. 

18. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 as regards the technical implementation of the Kyoto 
Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (First 
reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
– Preparation for the informal trilogue 

7460/14 CLIMA 24 ENV 249 ENER 111 TRANS 132 IND 96 ONU 20  
AGRI 188 ECOFIN 239 ISL 12 CODEC 718 

 

The Committee agreed, subject to some adjustments to the text in the third column of the table 

in document 7460/14 + COR 1, to give the Presidency a mandate for the informal trilogue to 

be held on 17 March 2014 in the framework of negotiations with the European Parliament to 

reach an agreement in first reading on the above-mentioned proposal. 
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Coreper Part 2 
II 

61. Preparation for the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs) on 17 March 2014 

a) Eastern Partnership 
= Ukraine (restricted session) 

 

The Committee on 12 March 2014 discussed preparations for the Ministerial debate regarding 

Ukraine, to be held the day after the planned referendum in Crimea. Delegations underlined 

the need for a thorough preparation of the debate, allowing the Council to take the necessary 

decisions as envisaged in the statement of the Heads of State or Government of 6 March 2014. 

 
Following the discussion in the Committee on 12 March 2014, the Committee considered a 

revised draft Council decision on the signing and provisional application of the political 

provisions of the Agreement and the related draft Final Act, and reached agreement on both. It 

decided to submit the draft Council decision and Final Act to the Council (Foreign Affairs) on 

17 March 2014 for adoption. 

 
The Committee held a restricted session on 16 March 2014 in preparation of the 17 March 

2014 Council meeting, and reached agreement on draft Council conclusions on Ukraine as set 

out in 7782/1/2014 REV 1 as well as on restrictive measures in respect of actions 

undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine. 

b) Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 

A number of delegations called for sufficient time to be allotted to the issue of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in the Council, so as to ensure a substantial discussion. These delegations also 

called for Council conclusions at the April Foreign Affairs Council. 

c) Middle East Peace Process 
 

The item was not in particular discussed by the Committee and was only addressed in the 

context of the general handling of the Foreign Affairs Council. 
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d) Syria and the regional context 
 

The item was not in particular discussed by the Committee and was only addressed in the 

context of the general handling of the Foreign Affairs Council. 

e) EU-Africa Summit (Brussels, 2/3 April 2014) 
 

The Committee took note that the Council would be informed about the preparations of the 

upcoming EU-Africa Summit, in particular its peace and security dimension. 

f) Energy Diplomacy 
 

The EEAS indicated that this item would be discussed over lunch. There were no comments 

by delegations. 

g) Other items in connection with the Council meeting 
 

The Committee did not discuss other items in connection with the Council meeting. 

62. Relations with Russia 
– Establishment of the position of the European Union for the third EU-Russia 

Permanent Partnership Council (Environment), to be held in Brussels on 
17 March 2014 
7396/14 COEST 69 ENV 241 

 

The Committee discussed whether or not to hold the Environment PPC with Russia on the 

17 March 2014 as planned. Considering that the meeting was scheduled to take place only 

shortly after the planned referendum in Crimea on the future status of the territory, and that 

Commissioner  was not available on the 17 March 2014, the Committee 

decided to reschedule the meeting. 

63. EU-US Summit preparations (Brussels, 26 March 2014) 
– Debate on state of preparations 

7515/14 USA 5 COTRA 11 PESC 255 RELEX 217 POLGEN 32 WTO 96 
 

The Committee held a second debate on the EU-US Summit preparations, on the basis of 

document 7515/14 and the contributions of the different preparatory bodies involved in the 

preparations (COTRA, PSC and TPC).  
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– The EEAS (SG Vimont) presented the draft agenda of the meeting and an overall view 

of the Joint Statement which is still under negotiation with the American side 

(cf. 7515/14). The main issues will be the economic situation in the EU and the US, 

TTIP, climate change and energy issues, digital society, privacy and data protection, and 

foreign and security policy cooperation including Ukraine, MEPP, Iran and Africa. No 

major changes are expected in the Joint Statement and a new version will be circulated 

to the Member States following the first exchange with the US partners. 

– The Commission confirmed TTIP as the main topic of the Summit, with a view to 

lending additional impetus and  political commitment to conclude the TTIP 

negotiations. Ukraine would certainly dominate the discussions.  The Summit would 

also help to rebuild trust in data protection and to verify the level of commitment in 

agreements such as the Umbrella Agreement and the Safe Harbour. The Commission 

also reiterated its commitment on visa reciprocity.   

– Some delegations intervened on specific points (TTIP/transparency, data protection, 

EU-US Cyber dialogue, energy/LNG export and EU-NATO relations). 

– The Committee took stock of COTRA, PSC and TPC work so far on the basis of their 

chair's reports and requested COTRA to coordinate and to follow the preparations of the 

Summit. 

64. Guidelines on appointment, mandate and financing of EU Special Representatives 
7510/14 PESC 254 FIN 202 RELEX 216 

 

The Committee agreed the Guidelines on appointment, mandate and financing of EU Special 

Representatives. The Guidelines will be approved by the Foreign Affairs Council on 

17 March 2014. 

65. Reform of the General Court of the European Union  
– Method for the appointment of additional judges 
 

The Committee had an exchange of views on the appointment of additional Judges to the 

General Court. 
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66. Preparation for the Council meeting (General Affairs) on 18 March 2014 

a) Preparation for the European Council on 20-21 March 2014 
= Draft conclusions 

5157/14 CO EUR-PREP 3 
 

The Committee examined the draft European Council conclusions, which focus on growth, 

competitiveness and jobs, industrial competitiveness, climate and energy, as well as on 

developments in Ukraine and the preparations of the EU-Africa Summit. 

b) Implementation of the European Semester 
= Synthesis report 

6684/14 CO EUR-PREP 6 POLGEN 24 ENV 158 ENER 71 MI 181 RECH 77 
COMPET 120 IND 65 ECOFIN 162 SOC 138 EDUC 66 
TELECOM 52 JAI 99 

 

The Committee took note of the synthesis report prepared by the Presidency on the 

discussions of the different Council configurations in relation to the 2014 European Semester. 

This report will be transmitted to the General Affairs Council, incorporating certain changes 

requested by Member States. 

c) Communication on the Rule of Law Mechanism 
= Presentation by the Commission 

 

The Commission presented its communication on the Rule of Law Mechanism. 

d) Other items in connection with the Council meeting 
 

Presidency informed the Committee that the Ministerial lunch will have two parts : firstly 

there will be a discussion with the President of the European Council on the upcoming EC 

meeting and after the discussion with the PEC, Ministers will discuss the issue of subsidiarity. 

67. High Level Group on Own Resources 
 

The Committee held an exchange of views on the proposed role, composition and structure of 

the secretariat for the High Level Group on Own Resources, on the basis of a Presidency note, 

in order to provide guidance to the Presidency for its contacts with the other institutions and 

the Chairman of the Group, Mr Monti. The President announced that he would come back to 

this issue at an upcoming meeting of the Committee, after his contacts with Mr Monti. 
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68. Follow-up to the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs) on 11 March 2014 
 

The Committee took note of the main issues discussed at the Economic and Financial Affairs 

Council, namely the Single Resolution Mechanism, the amended Savings Directive, the 

economic aspects of the EU 2030 energy and climate framework and the main outcomes of 

the G20 ministerial meeting on 22-23 February 2014. 

69. Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
participation of the European Union in the capital increase of the European Investment 
Fund (First reading) 
– Analysis of the final compromise text with a view to agreement 

7528/14 ECOFIN 244 CODEC 744 
 

The Committee confirmed the Presidency approach set out in 7528/1/14 REV 1 and, 

following informal contacts between the Presidency and the European Parliament on 

12 March 2014 as regards the text of the joint Statement, confirmed the agreement reached. 

The agreed text is set out in 7750/14. 

– Any other business 

a) Implementation of the European Semester 
– Synthesis report 

6684/14 CO EUR-PREP 6 POLGEN 24 ENV 158 ENER 71 MI 181 RECH 77  
COMPET 120 IND 65 ECOFIN 162 SOC 138 EDUC 66  
TELECOM 52 JAI 99 

 

Presidency presented the same report discussed at the Committee (Part 2) the same day under 

preparation of the General Affairs Council on 18 March 2014. 

b) Delegated/Implementing acts 
– Information from the Presidency 

6774/14 JUR 99 DELACT 33 INST 121 PE 102 
 

The Chair of the Committee informed the delegations on developments regarding delegated 

and implementing acts and the horizontal solution proposed by the Council to the other 

institutions, on the issue of consultation of Member States' experts in the preparation of 

delegated acts. The Commission and several delegations intervened in support of a horizontal 

solution. 
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