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Statement by the Commission 

The Commission maintains its position and is therefore opposed to the Council's amendment 

replacing the legal basis of article 43(2) in conjunction with art. 218(6)a with article 43 (without 

mentioning the paragraph) in conjunction with article 218(6)a. 

The Commission also considers that "Article 43(2) in conjunction with Article 218 (6)(a) should be 

used as the correct legal basis  in those cases where international fisheries agreements shall be 

concluded with the consent of the European Parliament given that the material legal basis of Article 

43(2) determines the requirement of the consent of the European Parliament pursuant to the 

operational legal basis of Article 218(6)(a). 
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