
   

COUNCIL OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 Brussels, 6 June 2014 
(OR. en) 

 

10587/14 
 
 
 
 

  
GAF 32 
PE-L 33 

 
"I" ITEM NOTE 
From: Working Party on Combating Fraud 
To: Permanent Representatives Committee 
Subject: Appointment of the members of the Supervisory Committee of the European 

Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) 
- Procedure 

  

1. Pursuant to Regulation (Euratom, EU) No 883/2013 concerning investigations conducted by 

OLAF1, and in particular to Article 15 thereof, the Supervisory Committee shall be appointed 

to monitor the independence of OLAF´s investigative functions. The term of two of its 

members will end on 24 January 20152 and the remaining three members will have to be 

replaced on 24 January 20173. In addition, the reserve list has been exhausted. 

2. On 6 February 2014, the Commission submitted a proposal concerning the procedure and the 

selection criteria to be applied for the appointment of five new members of the Supervisory 

Committee and of seven alternate members, instead of five that were selected during the 

previous selection procedure, to be placed on the reserve list, as recorded in ANNEX 1. 

1 OJ L 248, 18.9.2013, p. 1. 
2 Mr Herbert BÖSCH and Mr Tuomas Henrik PÖYSTI. 
3 Mr Johan DENOLF, Ms Catherine PIGNON and Mr Dimitrios ZIMIANITIS. 
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3. On 14 May 2014, the Working Party on Combating Fraud (GAF) examined the Commission 

proposal and agreed with the proposed procedure. However, it recommended to replace in the 

text of the selection criteria: 

– the word "auditor" by "auditor/investigator" in the list of professional criteria, and 

– the current wording on language skills by "should have the relevant language skills in at 

least two of the official languages of the institutions of the Union (the knowledge of 

English will be considered as an asset)"1 in the list of personal criteria. 

4. The Working Party also agreed: 

– on the extension of the reserve list from four to seven members and 

– on the nomination of four candidates for the regular list and of four for the reserve list. 

5. The Permanent Representatives Committee is therefore invited to: 

– entrust a Troika composed of the Greek, Italian and Latvian Permanent Representives, 

each accompanied by his/her GAF delegate in the quality of alternate, with the mandate 

to represent the Council in the ad hoc group of high level representatives entrusted with 

the task of elaborating a common proposal of candidates; 

– approve the draft letter in ANNEX 2. 

 

1 DE and FR indicated not to be able to support the proposed replacement. 
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ANNEX 1 
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ANNEX 2 

DRAFT LETTER 

 

from: Mr Theodoros N. SOTIROPOULOS, Chairman of the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives of the Council 

to: Mr Algirdas ŠEMETA, Member of the European Commission  

copy to: Mr Martin SCHULZ, President of the European Parliament 

Mr José Manuel BARROSO, President of the European Commission 

Mr Ma -President of the European Commission 

Ms Catherine DAY, Secretary-General of the European Commission 

Mr Michael THEURER, Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control 

 

Subject: Appointment of the members of the OLAF Supervisory Committee 

 

Thank you very much for your letter of 6 February 2014 concerning the launch of the selection 

procedure for the appointment of the members of the OLAF Supervisory Committee, as well as the 

establishment of a reserve list for the Supervisory Committee. 

The Hellenic Presidency acknowledges the fact that the reserve list for the current mandate of the 

Supervisory Committee is now exhausted and that in January 2015 two new members of the 

Supervisory Committee will have to be appointed. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the Council expresses its agreement with the procedure 

suggested in your letter regarding the appointment of the new members of the Supervisory 

Committee, as well as with the extension of the reserve list members from four to seven. The 

Council, furthermore, decided to put forward four names for the regular members and four names 

for the reserve list, as a response to your invitation for each institution to identify candidates for the 

Supervisory Committee and its reserve list. 
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The Council also generally supports the use of the same selection criteria as in 2011 in view of 

speeding up the process. However, it would like to propose two modifications: 

- to replace the word "auditor" by "auditor/investigator" in the list of the professional criteria; 

- to replace the current wording on language skills in the list of personal criteria by "should 

have the relevant language skills in at least two of the official languages of the institutions of 

the Union (the knowledge of English will be considered as an asset)". 

A Troika composed of the Greek, Italian and Latvian Permanent Representatives, each 

accompanied by one member of their delegation in the quality of alternate, has been entrusted by 

Coreper with the mandate to represent the Council in the ad hoc group established with the task of 

elaborating a common proposal of the nominees. The Troika will be assisted by an official of the 

Council's General Secretariat. 

The Council Legal Service will address questions related to the preparation of the template for the 

Decision and will therefore represent the Council in the technical group. 

I look forward to further contacts with a view to setting up a suitable timetable for the work of the 

ad hoc group. 

(Complimentary close) 

 

 

10587/14   AR/kg 8 
 DG G II A  EN 
 

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=28418&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10587/14;Nr:10587;Year:14&comp=10587%7C2014%7C



