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ADDENDUM TO NOTE 
from: General Secretariat 
to: COREPER (Part I)/Council (EPSCO)  
Subject: Draft Council Recommendations on the National Reform Programmes (2014) to 

each Member State, including Macro-economic Imbalance Procedure (MIP) 
- Approval  

 
 

Delegations will find attached the letters sent by the Chairs of the EMCO and SPC regarding the 

outcome of the examination of the Country Specific Recommendations 2014. 

 

The Report is to be found in doc. 10901/14. 

 

 

__________________ 
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Subject:  Opinions of the Employment Committee on the parts of the Commission 

recommendation to Council recommendations under Articles 121 and 148 

related to employment policies. 

 

Dear Minister Vroutsis, 

 

I have the pleasure to transmit you the opinions on the draft Council recommendations (CSRs), as 

prepared by the Employment Committee for each Member State. Despite further increases in time 

pressure this year EMCO has been able to play its Treaty role under Article 148 in providing these 

final draft opinions to the different Council formations. This was substantially aided by preparatory 

work throughout the year carrying out multilateral surveillance reviews on the implementation of 

the 2013 CSRs, and through the Employment Performance Monitor that monitors key employment 

challenges.  

 

I would personally like to thank the Hellenic Presidency for their active steering of the process, and 

in particular your guidance note issued before the start of the Committee phase which clearly set out 

the arrangements for all committees.   

 

The opinions we submit to you of course reflect the decisions taken by EMCO on the 10 and 11th 

June, when we addressed issues of EMCO's exclusive competence, and account for the views of the 

Education Committee, whose representatives were invited to attend the EMCO meeting when 

discussing relevant CSRs.  

 

Furthermore, the committee phase leading to this opinion has seen a positive and very close 

cooperation with the Economic Policy Committee (EPC) on issues of shared interest. These 

opinions consequently reflect, in full, the joint decisions taken together on 5 and 6 June, a meeting 

at which the Social Protection Committee (SPC) also actively participated1.  

1  This includes the cases of BG, CZ, MT, ES, IE on which clear joint agreements were reached. 

The Employment Committee 
 

The Chairman 
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I would like to stress that this joint interaction is the only feasible and effective way of ensuring 

commonly reached compromise decisions from both the ECOFIN and EPSCO committees, thereby 

allowing for a meaningful discussion in both Council formations. I would again refer to the 

Presidency Guidance which clearly set out arrangements in this respect. We cannot afford a 

scenario where-by joint decisions are questioned afterwards in the committee phase, on either side. 

The integrity of the close working arrangements followed at the request of the Hellenic Presidency 

relies on Committees abiding by these arrangements.  

 

The final EMCO opinions I transmit for EPSCO's attention have taken the initial Commission draft 

recommendations as a starting point. Any changes to this draft proposed by a Member State have 

been included in this opinion if they were accepted by the Commission of if they received the 

quorum required. In order to strengthen the weight of this opinion, during the meetings we took an 

indicative test of support mirroring voting arrangements in Council under the special qualified 

majority for the decisions related to these Recommendations. The justifications for such changes 

can be found in the "comply or explain" annex, and in EMCO's context these are based on the 

conclusions of our multilateral surveillance reviews.  

 

On the 5th June my committee also considered the Commission proposal for a Recommendation to 

Euro Area Member States. Our views on this initial proposal were sent to the Chair of the EFC 

immediately afterwards.  

  

I hope these opinions provide a good contribution to the EPSCO Council policy debate on Europe 

2020 in view of the June European Council. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Tom Bevers 

 

_________________ 
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_____________________ 
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