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Cooperation between Eurojust and the European Judicial Network 

The Commission's draft Regulation on Eurojust acknowledges the special relationship between 

Eurojust and the European Judicial Network (EJN) with Recital 24 stating that "Eurojust should 

maintain privileged relations with the European Judicial Network based on consultation and 

complementarity.  This Regulation should help to clarify the respective roles of Eurojust and the 

European Judicial network and their mutual relations, while maintaining the specificity of the 

European Judicial Network."   

 

In this respect, Article 39 of the proposal largely replicates Article 25 of the 2008 Council Decision 

on Eurojust1 which recognises this special relationship, establishes the administrative structure for 

housing the secretariat of the EJN at Eurojust and provides that Eurojust national members shall 

inform the EJN Contact Points of cases which they consider better suited to the EJN.  

1  Council Decision 2009/426/JHA of 16 December 2008 
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Furthermore, Article 20 of the draft Regulation provides that the national correspondent for the EJN 

and up to three other EJN contact points will be part of the Eurojust National Coordination System 

(ENCS) in each Member State.  The ENCS which is intended to provide a forum for national 

correspondents for Eurojust and EJN contact points to coordinate their work will be tasked with 

"assisting in determining whether a case should be dealt with the assistance of Eurojust or the 

EJN". This is also a replication of already existing tasks.  

 

Despite welcoming the retention of these provisions during the first examination of the text at the 

Copen Working Party, some delegates opined that the draft Regulation provides an opportunity to 

clarify the distinction between the roles of the two agencies and identify when and under which 

circumstances cases should be sent to each.   Similarly, the majority of reports form the 6th Round 

of Mutual Evaluation consider that  identifying  the difficulties faced by practitioners when 

determining whether a particular case should be directed to EJN or EJ with several reports going so 

far as to suggest that clear guidelines should be developed.  

 

In response to these findings,  the recent Join Task Force Paper prepared by the EJN and Eurojust 

on "Assistance in International Cooperation in Criminal Matters for Practitioners"2, attached in the 

Annex, explains the difference between the agencies and their respective roles in Mutual Legal 

Assistance although it does not go so far as to issue guidelines on when and how each Agency 

should be contacted.  

 

In light of the above, delegates are invited to consider whether the draft Regulation goes far 

enough to clarify the respective roles of Eurojust and the EJN or if it should be developed further 

to include more specific guidance on when each agency should be used?  

 

2  This paper was presented to the meeting of the EJN Plenary in Athens 24.06.14 
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ANNEX  
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