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From: General Secretariat of the Councill
To: Delegations
Subject: Food Control and Food Fraud — how to regain Consumer Confidence in the

Food Chain ?
- Information from the Swedish delegation

Delegations will find attached an information note from the Swedish delegation, to be dealt with

under "Any other business™ at the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 14 July 2014.
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ANNEX

Livsmedelskontrollen och livsmedelsbedragerier — hur aterfa konsumenternas fortroende till

livsmedelskedjan

De senaste aren har det uppdagats ett antal problem som har att goéra med livsmedlens dkthet och

korrekt information om vad en livsmedelsforpackning innehaller.

Hastkottsskandalen var en vackarklocka som indikerar att livsmedelsfusket ar saval utbrett som
grénsoverskridande. Dartill verkar bedrégerierna bli allt mera sofistikerade. Det ar inte langre
tillrackligt att kontrollera att maten &r séker. Konsumenten ska ocksa kunna lita pa att innehallet i en

livsmedelsforpackning dverensstdmmer med vad som anges i markningen.

Livsmedelsbedragerier ar mangfacetterade och det ar darfor viktigt att forstarka samarbetet mellan
institutionella aktorer som har olika typer av kompetens. Ett effektivt arbete mot
livsmedelsbedragerier forutsatter aven ett fungerande samarbete mellan europeisk, nationell,

regional och lokal niva.

Sverige vill genom att ta upp fragan om livsmedelsbedragerier betona vikten av att bekdampa
matfusket — detta ar viktigt inte bara for konsumenterna utan aven for livsmedelsféretagarna som
fortjanar att inte drabbas av att fa sin marknad forstord av oseriosa aktorer som erbjuder livsmedel

som inte ar vad de ger sig ut for att vara.

Livsmedelsfusket stannar inte inom nationsgranserna. Aven pa EU-niva ar fragestallningen
komplex och flera generaldirektorat berors liksom 28 medlemsstater med sina myndigheter. Darfor

ar det viktigt att vidta atgarder pa EU-niva.

Vi vet att fragan ar prioriterad av bade det italienska ordférandeskapet och kommissionen och

skulle darfor vilja veta vad som har hant sedan hastkottsskandalen och vad vi kan vénta oss i host.
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Courtesy translation

Food Control and Food Fraud — how to regain Consumer Confidence in the Food Chain ?

During the last years we have seen a number of problems related to the authenticity of food and

correct information about pre-packaged food.

The horsemeat scandal was a wakeup call which indicates that cheating along the food chain is both
widespread and of a cross-border nature. In addition food fraud seems to become more and more
sophisticated. It is no longer enough to just control the safety of the food. The consumer should also

be able to trust that the content of a food corresponds to what is indicated on the label.

Food fraud is multifaceted and it is therefore important to strengthen the cooperation between
institutional actors with various competences. An efficient cooperation between European,
national, regional and local levels is crucial in the fight against food fraud.

By raising the issue of food fraud, Sweden would like to emphasise the importance of combating
unfair practices along the food chain — this is important not only for consumers, but also for food
business operators, who deserve not having their markets eroded by unserious actors offering

products which are not what they claim to be.

Food fraud does not stop at national borders. At an EU-level, the matter is even more complex and
several Directorates General of the European Commission as well as 28 Member States and their
respective authorities are concerned. Therefore, it is important to take measures at an EU-level.

We know that the question is prioritised by the Italian Presidency and the European Commission,
and would therefore like to know what action has been taken since the horsemeat scandal and what

can be expected this autumn.
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