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COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT 

Implementation Plan 

Accompanying the document 

Directive

on procedural safeguards for children suspected or accused in in criminal proceedings 

Implementation Plan1

1. Title of the document for the proposed act:
Implementation Plan for a Directive on procedural safeguards for children 
suspected or accused in in criminal proceedings 

2. Contact point: Ingrid Breit, DG JUSTICE, Unit B1  

3. Deliverables and implementation challenges 

This Directive creates a (certain) number of legal obligations upon Member States which 
arise at all stage of the criminal procedure, from police to the final decision, and which might 
be addressed in different parts of Member States legislation or criminal procedure. The 
implementation of this Directive will require the amendment of various branches of the 
national legal order in the Member States in criminal law. Most of its provisions will be 
transposed through amendments to the national codes on criminal procedure (e.g. 
mandatory access to a lawyer), others however require changes in different national laws 
and regulations and in administrative provisions (for example certain aspects of the individual 
assessment of children or concerning the conditions of their detention). 

Besides the fact that detailed legal provisions should be envisaged by Member States for the 
implementation of the legal obligations resulting from the Directive, the implementation of the 
Directive should be accompanied by support actions in the Member States: (1) training of 
different actors in the criminal procedure (law enforcement and judicial authorities) to 
increase their awareness of the particular needs of children of different age groups and to 
enable them to deal with children in an impartial, respectful and professional manner; (2) a 
monitoring system should be put in place in the Member States in order to produce more 
comprehensive data about the size and the scope of problems relating to the breach of 
procedural safeguards for children in each jurisdiction, which would subsequently allow 
evaluating the need of possible subsequent action at national or EU level. 

1 This Implementation Plan is provided for information purposes only. It does not legally bind the 
Commission on whether the identified actions will be pursued or on the form in which they will be 
pursued. 



EN 3   EN

Implementation challenge Support actions Timing 

Besides legislative changes, 
a change is needed in the 
practice regarding procedural 
safeguards for children 

(1) Training at national level 
of the different actors in the 
criminal procedure 

During all the transposition 
period and beyond 

 (2) Setting up a monitoring 
and evaluation mechanism  
at national level

To be prepared during the 
transposition period and to 
be operational at the latest 
on the deadline for 
transposition of the Directive 

Moreover, the smooth implementation will be ensured by the following detailed 
implementation strategy, which aims at solving all possibly emerging challenges at the very 
beginning of the process. This approach has been followed for other Directives in the area of 
procedural rights in criminal proceedings (in particular in Directive 2012/29/EU establishing 
minimum standards on the rights and protection of victims of crime.
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