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Delegations will find attached, in the Annex, the above mentioned Council conclusions as adopted 

by the Council on 13 October 2014. 

 

 

 

14553/14 MA/ig 1
 DGB 2A  EN 
 

042784/EU XXV. GP
Eingelangt am 21/10/14

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:14553/14;Nr:14553;Year:14&comp=14553%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:FIN%20763;Code:FIN;Nr:763&comp=FIN%7C763%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRI%20643;Code:AGRI;Nr:643&comp=AGRI%7C643%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRIFIN%20129;Code:AGRIFIN;Nr:129&comp=AGRIFIN%7C129%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AGRISTR%2049;Code:AGRISTR;Nr:49&comp=AGRISTR%7C49%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:13616/14;Nr:13616;Year:14&comp=13616%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=42784&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:14553/14;Nr:14553;Year:14&comp=14553%7C2014%7C


 

ANNEX 

 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 
SPECIAL REPORT NO 18/2013 FROM THE EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 
ENTITLED "THE RELIABILITY OF THE RESULTS OF THE MEMBER STATES' 

CHECKS OF THE AGRICULTURAL EXPENDITURE" 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

(1) WELCOMES Special Report No 18/2013 from the European Court of Auditors entitled 

"The reliability of the results of the Member States' checks of the agricultural expenditure"; 

(2) TAKES the financial management of the EU funds extremely seriously and supports efforts 

to improve the way the budget is managed;  

(3) CONSIDERS, however, that many of the Court's findings require further qualification and 

that, in particular, it is necessary to consider adequately whether the implementation of its 

recommendations would be value for money or significantly improve the delivery of the 

intended policy outcomes;  

(4) QUESTIONS the Court's overall conclusion that the results of the checks of agricultural 

expenditure carried out by Member States and reported by the Commission are not reliable;  

(5) RECALLS that since the Court's initial findings, most Member States concerned have 

implemented, inter alia, a number of changes to their land parcel identification systems and 

action plans aiming at a reduction in the error rate for both the EAGF and the EAFRD, and 

have improved their on-the-spot checks, which is not reflected in the Court's report;  
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(6) STRESSES that a number of the ECA's findings and recommendations were addressed in 

the new horizontal regulation on the control, financing and monitoring of the CAP1, 

Article 9 of which provides for a significant increase in the responsibilities of the 

certification bodies in the Member States with regard to delivering an opinion on the legality 

and regularity of the expenditure, thus requiring certification bodies to carry out 

significantly more checks to a greater depth on the reliability of the controls by the paying 

agencies; 

(7) HIGHLIGHTS the urgent need to promote the cost-effectiveness of control and audit, in 

particular through maintaining and developing a risk-based approach, in accordance with the 

principle of proportionality and bearing in mind the importance of simplification; 

(8) WELCOMES, in this regard, the Commission's efforts to simplify and improve the checks in 

the framework of the CAP reform and INVITES the Commission to remain attentive to not 

excessively or unduly increasing the administrative burden on the Member States; 

(9) SHARES the opinion of the Court that the guidelines issued by the Commission for im-

plementing adequate control systems and compiling statistical reports should be reviewed 

and clarified where necessary, both in order to limit the number of requests from the 

Commission to the minimum and to provide Member States with sufficient guidance on how 

to fulfil those requests. 

 

_________________ 

1 Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 
December 2013 on the financing, management and monitoring of the common agricultural 
policy and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) No 352/78, (EC) No 165/94, (EC) No 
2799/98, (EC) No 814/2000, (EC) No 1290/2005 and (EC) No 485/2008. OJ L 347/549, 
20.12.2013. 
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