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ANNEX 

Draft Council conclusions on EU statistics 

 

ECONOMIC and FINANCIAL AFFAIRS Council meeting 

Brussels, 7 November 2014  
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

"Following the priorities set in the previous ECOFIN Council Conclusions on statistical 

governance, priority setting, robust quality management, the Status Report on Information 

Requirements in EMU and the EPC report on Requirements for structural statistics 2014, and taking 

into consideration the statistical needs that must underpin the procedures of economic governance, 

the ECOFIN Council has reviewed the progress made in these areas. 

EU Statistical Governance  

requires regular, high quality, official statistics. 

accomplished since 2009 and INVITES the Commission and Member States to pursue these efforts 

in order to enhance, wherever and as appropriate, shared standards of professional independence 

and good governance at all layers of the ESS. 

EDGES that there is a particular need to secure the credibility of 

European statistics by strengthening the professional independence of Eurostat and of national 

statistical institutes, in full compliance with the European Statistics Code of Practice, and clarifying 

their coordinating role within their respective statistical systems, while fully taking into account 

subsidiarity and national specificities and without prejudice to Article 5 of the Protocol on the 

Statute of the European System of Central Bank
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f the ESS to conduct for the second time Peer Reviews 

of European Statistics, which will cover the entire European Statistics Code of Practice, many 

commitment to conduct a similar exercise within the ESCB.  

 placed by ESGAB on the need for independent peer reviews 

carried out in the ESS and of ESGAB's assessment of Eurostat.  

Quality assurance of key statistical output 

th, 

Fairness and Democratic Change may entail new needs for additional, high quality statistics, which 

could exacerbate existing resource constraints within the ESS. 

procedures. 

accrual-

entities and ENCOURAGES the Commission to continue work on this project, while respecting 

subsidiarity and national competences and the proportion between potential costs and benefits.  

The 2014 EFC Status Report on Information Requirements in EMU 

The Council ENDORSES the 2014 EFC Status Report on Information Requirements in the EMU. 

In particular, the Council: 

influenced by improved coverage by countries. However, timeliness of the PEEIs remains similar to 

 

St  
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promote the regular flow of comparable and high quality data across the G20 economies in a second 

of G20 aggregates, in addition to quarterly GDP and monthly CPI, fulfilling the data quality 

frameworks in place, would be required. 

the updated EMU statistical requirements in 2015. 

Statistics for the Macroeconomic Imbalances Procedure and structural statistics 

and their comparability and ENCOURAGES the two statistical systems to give high priority to 

taking forward the joint Communication and work programme. 

harmonised official statistics, including in the scorebo

the European Parliament and the Council on the proposal of a Regulation of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on the provision and quality of statistics for the macroeconomic 

  

NOTE of the need for further work in this area, as outlined in the EPC Report. 

 quality and 

timeliness of statistics on inequality, poverty, income and social exclusion.  

Efficiency and priority setting: European Statistical System Modernisation 

actions to improve the efficiency of the production processes for European statistics and with due 

-term strategic 

modernisation goals have to be shared by the ESS partners, and be accomplished by short-term 

achievements in specific statistical areas, as identified in close cooperation between ESS members. 
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-

based decision-making. The need therefore arises to balance new statistical demands with efficiency 

gains and effective priority-setting, with a greater focus on limiting the overall burden of regulation 

-operation between the 

ESS and policy makers on the overall limitation of cost and burdens of statistical requirements, 

including negative priority setting, in order to accommodate new priorities. 

ch -

 

Visi

resources, while recognising that the resources available in Member States and the Commission to 

achieve this are limited. The Council STRESSES that success will depend on stabilising the overall 

level of demands on statistical producers." _________________ 
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