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NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Working Party on Information 
No. prev. doc.: 11547/14, 11549/14 
Subject: Public access to documents 

- Confirmatory application No 38/c/07/14 
  

Delegations will find attached: 

 Supplementary reply by the General Secretariat of the Council on 24 October 2014 

(Annex 1); 

 confirmatory application dated 14 November 2014, registered on the same day (Annex 2). 

(not including the enclosed initial application dated 11 April 2014 which can be found in 

document 11547/14) 

The initial request, the General Secretariat's first two replies and the applicant's first confirmatory 

application can be found in document 11547/14. The reply by the Council to the first confirmatory 

application can be found in document 11549/14. 
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ANNEX 1 

 

Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 

 

 Directorate-General Communication and Document Management 
Directorate Document Management 
Transparency and Access to Documents Unit 

  DELETED 

Brussels, 24 October 2014 

Ref. 14/0690-ADD 2-mjb/mi/jj 

Dear DELETED, 
 
We refer to our replies of 16 May and 19 June 2014 to the request for public access dated 
11 April 2014 submitted by DELETED. By letter dated 17 April 2014 sent by email, you 
informed us that you act for DELETED on this matter. The request relates to documents 
concerning Council Decision 2014/119/CFSP of 5 March 2014 concerning restrictive 
measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in 
Ukraine and Council Regulation (EU) No 208/2014 of 5 March 2014 concerning restrictive 
measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in 
Ukraine. The General Secretariat of the Council would like to indicate that it has identified 
further documents which it considers as being covered by the request. We sincerely 
apologise for any inconvenience that this late identification may cause you.  
 
The General Secretariat has identified documents 6761/14, 6902/14 + ADD 1, MD 47/14 
(+ REV 1-3), MD 51/14 (+ REV 1-3 + ADD 1) and MD 57/14 + ADD 1 (EU RESTRICTED). It 
has examined these documents on the basis of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of 30 May 
2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents1 
hereafter the Regulation) and specific provisions of the Council's Rules of Procedure2 and 
come to the following conclusion: 
 
You may have public access to documents 6761/14 and 6902/14 + ADD 1. 

1  Official Journal L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43. 
2  Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure – Council Decision No 2009/937/EU; Official Journal L 325, 

11.12.2009, p. 35. 
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Documents MD 47/14 (+ REV 1-3), MD 51/14 (+ REV 1-3 + ADD 1) and MD 57/14 + ADD 1 
(EU RESTRICTED) are all meeting room documents pertaining to the adoption of the Union's 
legislation imposing restrictive measures pursuant to the situation in Ukraine. The 
classification "EU Restricted" of document MD 57/14 ADD 1 means that the release of the 
information contained in the document could be disadvantageous to the interests of the 
European Union or of one or more of the Member States.3  
 
The General Secretariat considers that public release of these documents would enable third 
countries to assess the differences between the proposals for sanctions and the final 
outcome. This would enable third countries to determine to what extent the Union is prepared 
to go with its restrictive measures policy. Revealing that information would be detrimental to 
the Union’s ability to use restrictive measure to their maximum effect. For this reason, public 
access is refused under Article 4(1)(a), third indent (protection of the public interest as 
regards international relations). Pursuant to Article 4(6) of the Regulation, the General 
Secretariat has assessed whether any part of these documents would not fall within this 
exception but determined that this is not the case. 
 
 
Statutory remedy notice 
 
Pursuant to Article 7(2) of the Regulation, you may submit a confirmatory application 
requesting the Council to reconsider this position, within 15 working days of receiving this 
reply.4 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
For the General Secretariat 
 
 
Jakob THOMSEN 
 
 
Enclosures 

 

3 Council Decision of 23 September 2013 on the security rules for protecting EU classified information 
(2013/488/EU), Official Journal L 274, 15.10.2013, p. 1. 

4  Confirmatory applications are published in the Council's Register of documents. If you introduce a 
confirmatory application, your personal data will be published in the documents related to your confirmatory 
application only if you have given your explicit consent for this. Your reply relating to the publication of your 
personal data will in no way prejudice your rights under Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 
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ANNEX 2 

 
[E-mail message sent to SECRETARIAT DGF Access on 14 November 2014  - 16:46 ] 
 
From: DELETED 
Sent Friday, November 14, 2014 4:46 PM 
To: SECRETARIAT DGF Access  
Cc: DELETED 
Subject: 14/0690-ADD 2-mjb/mi/jj - Confirmatory Application 
 
Dear Sirs, 
  
Please see attached our letter of today's date. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
DELETED 
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___________________________________ 
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